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While nothing is more exciting to genealogists than delving into stacks

of original documents in a repository, conducting online preparation
will ensure that professionals and hobbyists head to the right library
at the right time, look in the correct stacks, and find information about
ancestors much more quickly than simply showing up at the library

without any preparation.

Roccie Hill, ma, www.pastpresentpathways.

com, has been a professional genealogist
since 2009. Specializing in Native American
research, fluent in French, and competent
in Spanish, she is a member of DAR-
Cahuilla (former first vice regent), National
Society Colonial Dames XVII C, APG
Second Life (VP), Genealogical Society

of Hispanic America (Chair, Marketing),
Virginia Genealogical Society, and
Melungeon Heritage Association. A former
volunteer at the Museum of the West/
Scottsdale, she is a paleography volunteer
for Native Bound Unbound.

The National Genealogical Society 2023 Family History Conference
in Richmond, Virginia, to be held from 31 May to 3 June 2023, is
approaching, and the time to create in-person plans for a Virginia visit
is now. As Nicki Peak Birch outlines in “Preparing for a Research Trip to
Virginia,” the most important beginning steps are to formulate research
questions and develop a research plan to answer them.!

Some of these research questions can be addressed via online
research, and others can only be researched in person at local, regional,
or state repositories. Online research can help determine the documents
that are only discoverable in person.

Websites cited in this article were viewed on 17 July 2022.

1. Nicki Peak Birch, “Preparing for a Research Trip to Virginia,” NGS Magazine 47 (January—
March 2021): 10-16.
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Online resources for in-person
research in Virginia

The following sites provide information
about repositories, catalogs, and finding aids
that may be helpful in finding the locations of

offline documents before travelling to Virginia.

Library of Virginia, www .lva.virginia.gov
The Library of Virginia (LVA) has the
largest collection of Virginia materials in
existence. Its onsite sources include published,
archival, and microfilm collections, a
reference department, and Special Collections
(which houses maps, architectural drawings,
rare books, photographs, and ephemera). A
small portion of LVA’s materials has been
digitized and placed online; the rest await
the researcher onsite. “Research Guides
& Indexes” provides a categorized list of
helpful resources for using LVA collections
(https://lva-virginia.libguides.com), including
county records, land records, newspapers,
vital records, and many others.

s & Indexes
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Resources created by Libra
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“Research Guides & Indexes”

(https.//lva-virginia.libguides.com) with list of guides for county and city research.

Courtesy of LVA.

ty Research (Virginia, West Virginia,

* County and City Records at the Library of Virginia @

* Guide to Virginia County and City Records on Microfilm @

Using County and City Court Records
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oo, o iy ge bonds, ministers returns, and local copies of birth,
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* Road and Bridge Records: accounts fo
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- W'I"s: wills and probate records recorded in will books. PRSI Dk i st Gt
Miscellaneous Records: overseers of the poor records, estrays, and lists of physicians

es of meetir?gs of the administrative branch of local government.
tions for office and apprentice indentures. .

s, estate accounts and audits, estate sales (only when
ounts and bonds, and administrator’s and executor’s bonds.
s related to free and enslaved Blacks, including

Revolutionary War and Civil War pension records, and

r building and maintaining roads and bridges.
textbooks used.

Robert Young Clay and J. Christian Kolbe, “Using County and City Court Records,”
Research Notes Number 6 (https.//www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/rn6_countycity.
pdf). Research notes are being converted to online LibGuides. Courtesy of LVA

A link to the online catalog is on the top right of
every page on the site. The catalog searches archives
and manuscript collections, books and government
publications, journal and newspaper titles, select
maps, and select digital collections and indexes. For
tips on using the catalog, see https://lva-virginia.
libguides.com/catalog.

A library account or card is not needed to
search the catalog, but is required for closed stacks
materials to be requested and sent to the circulation

area. For details about research at LVA,
including its numerous digital collections,
see “The Library of Virginia Welcomes
Researchers.”?

LVA’s Virginia Memory (https://www.
virginiamemory.com/collections) is a
comprehensive online archive containing
Virginia-based photographs, newspapers,
historical maps, cohabitation registers for
formerly enslaved people, Confederate
pension documents, Jefferson’s Executive
Papers, Revolutionary War bounty land
claims, and dozens of other databases.

and

2. Virginia Dunn, “The Library of Virginia Welcomes Researchers,” NGS Magazine 47 (January-March 2021), 19-24.

PAGE 16

VOLUME 49, NUMBER 1

NGS MAGAZINE - JANUARY - MARCH 2023 -

Provided with permission of the author, Roccie Hill, and the National Genealogical Society.

correspondence,

“Free


Kathryn Doyle
Provided with permission of the author, Roccie Hill, and the National Genealogical Society.


Archival Resources of the Virginias (formerly Some finding aids have links to digitized materials,

Virginia Heritage), https://arvasarchive.org but in most cases the materials must be viewed onsite
This consolidated database provides a at the institution.

comprehensive index of finding aids to help the To see the locations of member organizations

researcher identify where to find original records. It contributing finding aids, visit https://arvasarchive.

covers archival materials and manuscripts held by org/member-profiles. This web page has a link to

historical societies, libraries, museums, colleges, and  profiles for each organization containing contact

universities across Virginia and West Virginia. information, address, primary collecting areas, and a
For example, to identify documents regarding description of the repository.

Dutff Green of Culpeper, Virginia, input those Local libraries

keywords into the search box on the home page.

The search produces five finding aid results for
documents and their locations, including “Guide to
the William Wirt Letters, 1803-1832,” for a manuscript
collection held by the Library of Virginia.

County and regional libraries have troves
of information, and it is important to check the
repositories that are geographically relevant to
ancestors. For a list of all the public libraries in
Virginia, searchable by county, see https://www.lva.
virginia.gov/public/libraries.asp.

The search engine retrieves results for terms in
the finding aids, not in the collections they describe.
Use Advanced Search for targeted searching by title,
identifier, collection number, or repository name.

An example is The Thomas Balch Library of
the Town of Leesburg, Loudoun County, which
has seventy-four thousand history and genealogy
books and periodicals, maps,

8] Archival Resources of the Virginias Members visual collections, newspapers,

i This map was made with Google My Maps. Create your own.
government records, and

o8 528 s 95/ manuscripts, including
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12l Forest /A% Z. W oL, Y
; i @ @ Baltimaore ' correspondence.! Check the
Stewart B%Jr. Archi® vNaehlngton catalog at https://catalog.library.
) @ @ DELAV Joudoun.gov/?section=home.
i Shenandoah County Libr... ; I . .
e WEST NMonongghela SE{ay i 1 ; The Balch Library’s site
E ational Forest.- Nl i .
3harlesto® MIRGINES @ @ © has pathfinders about research
West Virginia Archives... B"dgé ate&ﬁgpzﬁsvine T topics and indexes for books
N George i W) v Pge | . : 2
64 V\(a'shingtor@ Albemarlmrlone—s:vi... S puthhed without them,
: & Jeffersordd. 821, finding aids to the library’s
Natlonal Forest R m'md ) ) X )
g P ST \* " archival collections,® and online
@ @ke Lynchburg (14 W""@"”’g resources such as a cemetery
& 14)
h E@b irg TS College. 5 Colonial WilliagiSBurg ... database for the area, “Enslaved
Christiansburg Institu... \/ . .
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Map data ©2022 Google Terms 20 miL___1 S8 (55 el Keyboard shortcuts 1N the Genius Of legrty
Locations of the member organizations of Archival Resources of the Virginias (ARVAS), at newspaper, among others.*

https.//arvasarchive.org/member-profiles. Courtesy of ARVAS

1. “Research & Reference Services,” Thomas Balch Library (https://www leesburgva.gov/departments/thomas-balch-library/research-reference-
services).

2. “Research Guides & Book Indices,” Thomas Balch Library (https://www.leesburgva.gov/departments/thomas-balch-library/research-reference-
services/research-guides-book-indices).

3. “Collection Guides for Archives and Manuscripts,” Thomas Balch Library (https://www leesburgva.gov/departments/thomas-balch-library/research-
reference-services/explore-our-collections/archives-and-manuscripts).

4. “Databases & Electronic Resources,” Thomas Balch Library (https://www.leesburgva.gov/departments/thomas-balch-library/research-reference-
services/databases-electronic-resources).
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Another example is the Culpeper County
Library (https://tlc.library.net/culpeper). Its Local
History Room contains information on the Germanna
colonists, books regarding colonial Virginia records,
and abstract books of the early will and deed records
for Culpeper and Orange counties, in addition to
compiled family histories and a file collection for
Culpeper names and history topics.

Historical and genealogical societies

Many societies maintain special collections
relevant to their geographical areas, and most hold
local photographs or other images. For a list of
genealogical and historical societies in Virginia,
arranged by county and independent city, see https://
www.lva.virginia.gov/public/societies.asp.

The Virginia Museum of History and Culture
(formerly the Virginia Historical Society) focuses
on private materials. Its collection contains books,
newspapers, family and personal papers, business
and organizational records, genealogical materials,
maps, photographs, paintings, and postcards. Check
the catalog, finding aids, indexes, and research guides
at https://virginiahistory.org/research/research-
resources.

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF
HISTORY & CULTURE

Visit - Exhibitions -  Events - learn ~  Research -  Support -  Shop
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James Shelton, “Chesterfield Historic Courthouse at Courthouse Square,
2012,” Wikimedia Commons, CC 3.0

life of the thirteen colonies and the new republic,
African American studies, and historical preservation.
See https://research.colonialwilliamsburg.org for
links to its catalog, collection guides, periodical
indexes, topical bibliographies, and digital
resources. Online visitors can view numerous

items such as seventeenth-century Williamsburg
newspapers, research reports on local archaeology
and architecture, historical reports on selected
houses incorporating primary and
secondary sources, and topical
reports, among others.

OPEN 10:00AM TO 5:00

County and city courthouses
Courthouses and government

archives hold significant collections

of local records, including many

that have not been digitized.

Some counties retain their original

p; | records; most have sent originals

il or copies to the Library of Virginia.

B Check the LVA catalog and

'k|_t

Our resedrch ||brary prowdes access to an-unrivaled cﬁﬂechan of primary_
and secondary sourcesjincluding books and |ournq]§,ionuscrlpis, maps,

- — broadsides, and sheet music'related fo the hisfory and culture of Vlrglma

microfilm finding aid for the county
or city at https://www.lva.virginia.

Courtesy of Virginia Museum of History & Culture

gov/public/local/ to find out what
can be researched there and what

An example of a private museum and archive
is the John D. Rockefeller Jr. Library, the research
center of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. It
collects information about the political and economic

5. Birch, “Preparing for a Research Trip to Virginia,” 16.

needs to be seen in the courthouse.’
For links to courthouses in each Virginia county and
independent city, see the FamilySearch Research Wiki
article, “Virginia, United States Genealogy” (https://
www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Virginia, United_
States_Genealogy).
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Some counties offer digitized information on
their sites. For example, Loudoun County’s Historic
Records and Deed Research Division provides online
indexes of county births, deaths, deeds, chancery
cases, criminal cases, marriage records, wills, and
military records, at https://www.loudoun.gov/2171/
Historic-Records-Indexes. Use online indexes to
prepare for onsite research.

Online resources for Virginia context
Contextual research will provide the background

needed to zero in on places, institutions, and

associations, for seeking onsite records.

Access Genealogy: African American Cemeteries

in Virginia, https://accessgenealogy.com/cemetery/

virginia-african-american-cemeteries.htm
County-by-county list of links to African

American cemeteries in Virginia, including

photographs of headstones, community photographs,

and stories.

Encyclopedia Virginia, ARCHIVAL
https://

encyclopediavirginia.org

. . BASIC SEARCH ADVANCED
Joint project of the SEARCH
Library of Virginia and 5 FINDING AIDS.

Virginia Humanities,

& o g TERMS
offermg the D1ct10nary "duff green” culpeper in the full 1
S e . text [X]
of Virginia Biography, ’
SEARCH
podcasts, photographs, [ | R
videos, and virtual tours

of Montpelier, Jamestown,
and other historical sites.

LIMIT BY FACET

SUBJECT
« Art and artists 1)
Freedmen’s Cemetery of s Moy lafisemiingery.  {1)
0 o « Horse-racing--Virginia. 1)
Alexandrla’ http//WWW « Plantation life-- Virginia. (1)

freedmenscemetery.org/
resources/resources.shtml

Sort by: [ Relevance

five volumes of Lyon Tyler’s Encyclopedia of Virginia
Biography (New York, NY: Lewis Historical Publishing
Company, 1915).
Virginia Center for Digital History, http://www.
vedh.virginia.edu/index.php?page=Projects

List of the digital collections of the University of
Virginia and its partners, featuring historical topics
in (and outside of) Virginia such as the Civil War era
and Reconstruction, colonial times, church records,
maps, and Virginia emigrants to Liberia.
Virginia Places, http://virginiaplaces.org

Large and eclectic website with information on
climate; geography and geology, with maps and
information about flora and fauna; history, from
prehistoric times in Virginia, through the Revolution
and the Civil War, up to the modern history of cities
and towns; Jamestown; Native Americans; political
institutions in colonial times; and religion in Virginia.

RESOURCES

of the Virginias

BROWSE ADMIN UPLOAD

V| Go

Title: A Guide to the William Wirt Letters, 1803-1832 #13779
Repository: Library of Virginia
Published: 2003
Matches: ...mentions Chapman Johnson, Duff Green, Thomas Jefferson, and...
5 hits ...Jackson's cabinet, and Duff Green. Wirt also sends personal...
...Jackson's cabinet, and Duff Green (1791-1875). Wirt writes...
Title: Inventory of the Harrison Holt Riddleberger Papers , 1874-1902 #Mss. 65 R44
Repository: Special Collections, College of William and Mary
Published: 2000
Matches: ...Wm. Mahone, Washington, to Duff Green, 7 Feb. 1882....
3 hits ...J. W, Bell, Culpeper, Va. , to Harrison Holt Riddleberger,...

...D. A. Grimsley, Culpeper, to Harrison Holt Riddleberger, 22...

Archival Resources of the Virginias finding aid search for Duff Green in Culpeper County. Courtesy of ARVAS

In addition to
biographies of local enslaved people, this fascinating
database contains links to collections of articles,
indexes, abstracts, and photographs of the African
American community in Alexandria during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

VAGenWeb, http://usgenwebsites.org/vagenweb
County maps of Virginia, historical photographs

of Virginia residents, Virginia parish formation

dates, Virginia censuses, and a transcription of all

Virtual Jamestown, http://www.virtualjamestown.
org/page2.html

This site has court records, labor contracts, first-
hand accounts, records of the Virginia Company, and
other information about Jamestown ancestors and the
context of their lives.

Online collections for Virginia research

Use these sites to consult indexes and abstracts in
order to locate undigitized records for onsite research,
and avoid spending time on viewing records in
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Virginia that can be seen online any time.
Ancestry, https://www.ancestry.com

This subscription site includes many indexes
and images of Virginia records. Read database
descriptions and check individual record sets to verify
what types of records, time periods, and localities are
included online or need to be viewed in repositories.
Many collections are incomplete or not fully indexed.
To find collections for Virginia, enter search terms in
the card catalog (https://www.ancestry.com/search/
collections/catalog). On the home page, click on
Search at the top and then Card Catalog.
FamilySearch, https://www.familysearch.org/en

This free site has a large collection of Virginia
records, abstracts, and articles. Look for searchable or
browsable collections at https://www.familysearch.
org/search/collection/list?cqs=virginia, and search
the catalog at https://www.familysearch.org/search/
catalog for state, county, and city records. The Digital
Library (https://www.familysearch.org/library/
books) has numerous abstracts and indexes, and the
Research Wiki (https://www .familysearch.org/en/
wiki) offers helpful articles. As with Ancestry, check

the parameters of the collections to find out what
needs to be viewed in repositories.

Research in the States: Virginia

Eric Grundset’s guide to Virginia research, part
of the NGS Research in the States series, provides
a comprehensive look at the state’s history and
genealogical resources. For information on ordering
print or PDF versions, see https://www.ngsgenealogy.
org/ris.

Conclusion

As with any in-person research, spend time in
advance to identify research questions and which
geographical areas and institutions will bear the
most fruit. Scour library catalogs, finding aids,
guides, abstracts, and indexes, to create a precise
research plan for locating documents in Virginia.
Explore repository websites to understand admission
procedures, costs if any, hours, and other policies. By
doing this online preparation, genealogists will arrive
in Virginia repositories with lists of call numbers and
strategies, ready for successful research. %
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