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A Report to the Membership

At the annual spring meeting VGS President Peter Broadbent made the following report to the membership. It
is reprinted here for the benefit of those who could not attend the meeting.

In the spring of 2003, VGS made a special grant of $2,400 to the Roanoke Public Library to help organize and
make accessible the Marguerite Tise Collection of Floyd County Genealogical Records.

In the fall of 2003, VGS made four matching grants for archival preservation to the Historical Society of
Washington County, the Fauquier County Public Library, the Waynesboro Public Library and the Shenandoah County
Historical Society.

Our publications continue to be a great source of pride and importance to genealogists—thanks to our Editor,
Barbara Vines Little in particular. Our scholarly quarterly and informative newsletter both have won us awards.

The last year has seen the publication of Index to Virginia Estates, 1800-1865, Volume 4. We expect that Volumes
5 and 6 will appear in the next year. This is a wonderful series of volumes prepared by Wes Pippenger under
commission from VGS, and is probably one of the most exciting developments for Virginia research in decades. Let
me digress for a moment and note that this series is made possible in part by a grant from the Richard Slatten
Endowment at the Community Foundation. Richard Slatten, a former President of VGS, died over 10 years ago, but
by a bequest his memory lives on in sponsoring genealogical events and publications. You earlier heard me mention
the Slatten lecture series of the Friends of the Virginia State Archives. Grants from the Slatten fund have made
possible a number of VGS publications—not by huge grants, but by a steady, if modest, source of funds. VGS requires
donations to operate and as you write your annual charitable checks, or as you think of charitable gifts in your estate
or tax planning, please consider VGS, so that your good works in genealogy—Ilike Richard Slatten’s—can continue
to benefit others and serve as a model.

I should note that one of the by-products of the work on Volume 5 of Virginia Estates has been Wes Pippenger’s
discovery of a collection of singed, but legible, wills from Rockingham County, which are now being processed by the
Library of Virginia, so we can claim the discovery of these valuable original records, as well as the wonderful published
series, as one of our accomplishments.

This year we also expect to see Volume 8 of Cavaliers and Pioneers published, continuing this great series of Virginia
land records.
| This last year, with the help of a generous grant from the Beirne Carter Foundation, we have been able to publish
a significant, two-volume family history of the Carter family of Albemarle County.

We have also tried to acquire significant quantities of genealogical books for sale, to make these more available
to our members. We received a significant gift from former VGS President Joanne Nance of several hundred copies
of her book on Charlotte County, Virginia, marriage bonds. We also acquired several hundred copies of John Frederick
Dorman’s prize-winning Claiborne family genealogy, and copies of an older Shockoe Hill Cemetery volume, devoted
to that early and historic Richmond cemetery.

We are looking at possible new publishing projects for 2005, though the continued publication of the Index to
Virginia Estates series should keep us well-occupied for several years more.

Our Fall 2003 Conference was held in Northern Virginia in Herndon last fall and draw an astounding 160
attendees. It was so successful that we overflowed the facilities of the church we were using, but had a great time
anyway.

This next year, we finally hope to close on the microfilming of the Southern Claims Commission Allowed Claims
for Virginia and West Virginia, permitting this significant Civil War research source to be more accessible to
. researchers. What began as a partnership with the National Park Service has now grown to include a partnership with
the National Archives Records Administration, and may involve a private foundation, to cover the tens of thousands
of dollars necessary for this project. It looks like all the stars are lining up for federal funding to undertake the project
. this year, and if so, VGS will have been the catalyst and driving agent that caused this to happen.

The year 2003 saw another highly successful VIGR, Virginia Institute of Genealogical Research, at Roslyn, offering
five days of intensive small seminars on Virginia research. Thisyear's VIGR will again be held at Roslyn on 1-5 August
and we urge you to consider attending. \

As if the foregoing were not enough, let me mention a few other items to give you an idea of the other sorts of
issues VGS deals with. We are finally launching credit card sales this year; we are attending the NGS conference in
Sacramento, with a booth, and beginning planning for the 2007 NGS conference which will be back in Richmond;
our back issues of the VGS Quarterly are available online through Ancestry.com and we continue to push Ancestry
for a CD version. We have contracted with Willow Bend books to publish and distribute past print copies of the
Quarterly; we are starting to look at future office space needs; and a possible relocation from our current offices at
Broad Street and Willow Lawn Drive.

As you can tell from the foregoing, which is only a partial list, our Board members are working very hard to
advance genealogical research in Virginia.
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Beverley Fleet, Virginia Colonial Abstracts: Volume VIII,
Essex County, Virginia, Wills and Deeds, 1711-1714 and
Volume IX, Essex County, Virginia, Wills and Deeds,
1714-1717 (1940) 113, 121 pp.; perfect-bound,
softcover, full-name indexes; $32.50.

In his brief introduction to Volume 8, Fleet notes
that Record Book No. 14, Willsand Deeds, 1711-1718
from which these abstracts were made was in such bad
condition in 1940 that as he turned the pages, parts
would fall into “hundreds of fragments.” This like a
number of other fragile Virginia records were carried to
the then Virginia State Library by Mrs. Martha
Woodroof Hiden where a photostatic copy was made.
Genealogists today owe debts of gratitude to these early
historians and genealogists who cared for these records.
Essex County records are important both for their
completeness and because the county bordered on the
burned record county of King and Queen and was the
mother county for Caroline, another county which
suffered major record loss. Numerous references to
individuals from other area burned counties can be
found in these pages. Fleet’s abstracts contain more
detail than most and his occasional interspersed
remarks are especially entertaining. bvl

&

The following books can be ordered from Genealogical
Publishing Company, Inc., 1001 North Calvert
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202; 800-296-6687;
www.genealogical.com. Please include $3.50 shipping
for the first item and $1.25 for each additional item.
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan, 6%.

Israel Daniel Rupp, A Collection of Upwards of Thirty
Thousand Names of German, Swiss, Dutch, French and
Other Immigrants in Pennsylvania from 1727 t 1776
(1876, reprint 2000) x, 583 pp.; illus.; last-name only
index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $30.00.

Although the bulk of this book has been
superseded by Strassburger and Hinke, the information
in the appendix which includes “Names of first settlers
at Germantown and vicinity from 1683 to 1710; names
of early settlers of Berks and Montgomery counties;
Swiss and German settlers in Lancaster County from
1709 to 1730, a number of lists of settlers in New York,
names of first Palatines in North Carolina as early as
1709 and 1710, names of males, Salzburgers, who
settled in Georgia, 1734 to 1741 and a number of other
lists of early Pennsylvania settlers. The last-name only

index complicates use of the volume; however, an
added ship’s index is helpful. bvl

Frank Ried Diffenderffer, The German Immigration into
Pennsylvania Through the Port of Philadelphia from 1700
to 1775 and the Redemptioners (1900, reprint 2003) x,
327 pp.; illus.; index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $35.00.

Records Added to LVA
Chancery Record Index

The Library of Virginia recently announced
the addition of three counties to its chancery
record database:

Montgomery County, 1849-1913
Norfolk County, 1718-1916
Russell County, 1864—1960
This brings the total number of counties in

the on-line database index to thirty-eight. Two
independent cities are also available.

This volume was originally published as Part VII of
Pennsylvania: The German Influence in Its Settlement and
Development; A Narrative and Critical History in the
Pennsylvania-German Society Proceedings and
Addresses, vol X. It is useful both because it provides
a general history of the German immigration and the
conditions under which it took place as well as an
explanation of migration, land conveyance and other
factors of German emigration. As important as this
knowledge is to researching German immigrants, the
section of redemptioners, i.e, indentured servants is of
far greater value to the average researcher. Of especial
interest is the section that provides a synopsis of the
colonial legislation regarding indentured servants. bvl

Computer Corner

Pennsylvania Archives Retrospective Series: Pennsylvania
Archives, 3 Series, Volume XVII, Provincial Papers:
Proprietary and State Tax Lists of Lancaster County for
the Years 17711773, 1779, 1782 (original 1898; CD-
ROM 2002) 898 pp.; full-text searchable; graphic
images; $19.95. Order from Retrospect Publishing,
1307 Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA
22307-2055; cdinfo@RetrospectPublishing.com.;
www.RetropsectPublishing.com.
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Two Books Added to VGS’s List of Books for Sale

Alice Bshmer Rudd’s Shockoe Hill Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia, Register of Interments, April 10, 1822—December
31, 1950, Volume One. (1960) iii, 98 pp.; $15.00.

In his review published in Volume 5 of the Virginia Genealogist, John Frederick Dorman had the following to say:

Shockoe Cemetery opened in 1822 and thereafter for many years a large number of Richmond
residents were buried within its confines. The importance of this book is that it includes the records of all
interments, not just those persons to whose memory gravestones were later erected. In many instances the
reader can secure further information from newspaper obituaries, using the date of burial as a guide.

The entries contain three items, name of deceased, age, and date of burial.

The forward, written by Dr. E. G. Swem, gives a brief history of the cemetery and a number of
gravestone inscriptions taken from an article which appeared in the Richmond Whig in 1866. There are
photographs of several stones and the inscriptions on ten which were moved to the cemetery in recent
times are given.

A second volume [not available from VGS] will complete the interment records. It si to be hoped that
Miss Rudd will publish a third volume giving all gravestone inscriptions for this cemetery. The typescript
list prepared by the W.P.A. (There are copies at the Virginia State Library and D.A.R. Library) has many
errors.

The second book was reviewed in Volume 22, No 1 of the Virginia Genealogical Society Newsletter:

John Frederick Dorman, Claiborne of Virginia: Descendants of Colonel William Claiborne, the First Eight Generations
(1995) vii, 836 pp.; maps; illus.; full-name index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $45.00.

William Claiborne (1600-1676/9) arrived at Jamestown, October 1621 in the George. In the eight generations
treated here the female family members married into the Anderson, Brereton, Brown, Campbell, Cocke, Crawley,
Currie, DuVal, Footman, Fox, Greenhill, Gregory, Harrison, Hoomes, Hornett, Jackson, Jones, Lipscomb, Napier,
Pendleton, Peterson, Poythress, Stuart, Thompson, Winder, and Woodson families. This volume will be of interest
not only to the person interested in these family lines, but also to those researchers who wish to move beyond
county records in their colonial research. They will find a rich list of resources in the extensive documentation
provided in this volume.

Both of these books can be ordered from the Society, 5001 West Broad Street., Ste 115, Richmond, VA 23230.
Please include 4.5% Va. sales tax and postage and handling of $4.00 for the first book and $1.00 for each additional
volume. Note: We now accept Visa and Mastercard.

Each CD contains the Retrospector Viewer which
allows the user to view and print a graphic image of the
original page and conduct full-text searches. System
requirements include CD-ROM drive, Windows
95-xp, 16MB Ram, 4MB hard drive space and VGA
display.

During the time period when these lists were made
both Dauphin and Lebanon counties were a part of
Lancaster County. These tax lists include the return
and assessments for the Eighteen-Penny Tax for 1771,
1772 and 1773 which gives the number of acres of land
owned, number of horses, cattle and servants and the
amount of tax owed. Occasionally the occupation of

the individual will be listed. The Supply Tax for 1779

notes the acreage, and number of horses, cattle, sheep
and Negroes. Women who owned property are listed as
well. The 1782 supply tax omits sheep and Negroes,
but adds a servants category. Users should read the
publisher’s explanations at the end. These provide
information needed for accurate searching as well as
some explanation for abbreviations found in the tax
lists. Researchers often find tax lists a useful tool when
attempting to determine an ancestor’s place of origin.
Having searchable lists such as make the task of
locating that errant ancestor easier. bvl
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John Blankenbaker, Beyond Germanna (1989-2003;
CD-ROM,  2004)917 pp.; PDF format; fully-
searchable; $35.00 postpaid. Order from the author,
PO Box 120, Chadds Ford, PA 19317.

Adobe Acrobat Reader 6.0 is recommended.

For 15 years John produced his bimonthly
newsletter on the Germanna colonists. His
contributions and the contributions of others added a
great deal to the knowledge-base of the Germanna
families. Scattered among the family research articles
were articles detailing events in the lives of these hardy
colonists both here and in Europe. The one problem
was that the only access was a last-name only index
generated on a yearly basis. It sometimes took hours to
find a particular reference. This has been solved with
the issuance of an every-word searchable CD. Readers
are advised to read the introduction placed at the end
of the CD for an explanation of the work-arounds
necessitated by Acrobat’s unwillingness to search for
characters with an umlaut and other quirks
encountered. Every word searching is great but it does
have idiosyncracies and scanned text is likely to
misread some letters. However, the advantages far
outweigh the problems encountered. We are delighted
to see this version available. bvl

Recent Acquisitions
at the Library of Virginia

Bible Records:
Childers Family. Albemarle and Rockingham counties,
Virginia; and Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia,

1835-1871.

Genealogical Notes and Charts:

Barker Family. Notes. Descendants of Capt. John
Barker, Sr. (ca. 1604-1687) of James City County,
Virginia, including lines that settled in Charles City,
Surry and Sussex counties, Virginia. Compiled by the
donor in 1999. Gift of Marion S. Baird, Jr.

Bland-Byre Family. Notes. Includes information on the
ancestors and descendants of Thomas Bland (d. ca.
1788) of Fauquier County, Virginia, and Samuel Byrne
(d. 1793) of Prince William County, Virginia. Gift of
Urilla M. Bland.

Forrester Family. Notes. Includes information on the
ancestors and descendants of Ivis Lee Forrester
(1889-1964) of Northumberland County, Virginia,
includinginformation on lines that settled in Lancaster
and Richmond counties, Virginia. Compiled by the
donor in 2003. Gift of Margaret Lumpkin Forrester,
Lancaster.

June 2004

Lost Photographs

A researcher recently sent the society three
photographs, the first of a Mrs. A. F. Gilson taken
in her garden at Rescue, Virginia, The second, a
photograph of Cara Powel Pitman taken at the J.
H. Faber Studio in Norfolk, Virginia, and the
third, a photograph of John Islin, son of Ben Islin,
taken at the Tennant Studio in Newport News,
Virginia. The researcher has been unsuccessful in
locating descendants and asked for our help. We
will be glad to give them to anyone who can
“claim kin.”

Hildebrand Family. Notes. Includes information on the
descendants of Hans Conrad Hildebrand, Jr.
(1699-1790) and his two wives, Susanna Spengler
(1699-1738) and Elisabeth Kundig (ca. 1705-1759),
all born in Germany and setded in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Includes information on descendants
that settled in Albemarle and Augusta counties,
Virginia; and North Carolina. Compiled by the donor
in 2003. Gift of Preston H. Leake.

Parrish Family. Notes. The Parrish Family of Early
Goochland County, Virginia, The Descendants of
Elisha L. Parrish, Their Connecting Links and The
Ancestry of Grace Parrish Gorham. Includes
information on the ancestors and descendants of Elisha
Labicher Parrish (1853-1920) of lowa, including
information on lines that settled in Charles City,
Elizabeth City, Goochland and New Kent counties,
Virginia; and Kentucky Also includes information on
the ancestry of Grace Parrish Gorham (1882-1920) of
Iowa. Compiled by the donor in 2003. Gift of James H.
Gorham, Jr.

Tidball Family. Notes. Descendants of Thomas Tidball
(ca. 1690-ca. 1740) of England and Pennsylvania
including information on family lines which settled in
Frederick County and Winchester, Virginia. Originally
compiled by John Caldwell Tidball (1825-1906) and
later revised by William Tidball.

Whitaker Family. Notes. Includes information on the
descendants of Lt. Colonel William Whitaker (d. ca.
1657) of James City and Warwick counties, Virginia,
including information on lines which settled in York
County, Virginia; and North Carolina. Compiled by
the donor in 2003. Gift of Cary Young Adams.

Personal Papers:

Bagby, Travis. Account book, 1829-1862, of Travis
Bagby (1800-1849) and his son Travis Bagby
(1838-1907), both of Caroline County, Virginia,
containing account information for the estates of
Thomas Gresham, Ann Kidd, John Kidd and Travis
Bagby (1800-1849). Also contains a list of names and
ages of Bagby family slaves. Gift of H. Franklin Minor.
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Meet Your Board

Char McCargo Bah, joined the Virginia Genealogical Society’s board in January 2003 when she
accepted the position of historian. Char has a B.A. and A.A.S. in Urban Studies and a minor in African
and African American history. She has been doing genealogical research since 1982.

In the last twenty-two years, Char has lectured throughout the Washington, D.C., and Northern
Virginia area on African American genealogical topics including the District of Columbia (D.C.)
Genealogical Society in Washington, D.C.; Friends of the Library of Virginia lunch time lecture
program; African American Historical and Genealogical Society (AAHGS) National Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C.; Afro-American Historical Association of Fauquier County, Virginia;
Alexandria Black History Resource Center (ABHRC) in Alexandria, Virginia; Arlington County Public
Library Black History Month Program in Arlington, Virginia; Fairfax County Central Public Library
Black History Month Program in Fairfax, Virginia; Black History Program at the National Credit Union
Administration in Alexandria, Virginia; AAHGS-Prince Georges, Maryland, Chapter in Oxon Hill,
Maryland; Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library Black History Month Program in Washington,
D.C,; Virginia Genealogical Society (VGS) 2004 Fall Conference in Fairfax, Virginia; LDS Family
History Center in Kensington, Maryland; Black History Program, Josephine School Community
Museum in Berryville, Virginia; Culpeper Genealogical Society in Culpeper, Virginia; and the Prince
William County Genealogical Society in Woodbridge, Virginia.

Ms. Bah has participated in several television interviews: Channel 8 News’ interview on “Things in
Virginia”; a District of Columbia Cable interview on the talk show “Talks with Marlene,” whose topic
was “My Family History”; Arlington Cable TV Channel 31 aired a taped program on “How to Conduct
Genealogical Research on Your African American Ancestors”; FOX TV Channel 5 interview on
“African American Genealogy”; Alexandria Journal interview “Keeping Spirit of Roots’ Alive”;
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star series the “American Eye”; American University’s WMAU on
“Searching African American Ancestry”; and the Winchester Star on “Tracing Roots”.

Char has published several articles in the Halifax County, Virginia, newspaper on her family and h
several booklets on her family genealogy for family reunions. In addition, she has published an article in
the Journal of the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, Volume 19, Number 2, titled:
“Uncovering Post & Pre-Civil War Slave Ancestral Surname Changes in Virginia Part 2.”

Ms. Bah has focused her research on tracing her family and collateral lines in Halifax, Mecklenburg,
Charlotte, Lunenburg, Pittsylvania, Prince Edward, Nelson, Campbell, Lynchburg counties in Virginia
as well as Person and Caswell counties in North Carolina. She researched the early 20" century
migration from those counties to northern states. Char is researching over 90 surnames and has traced
four family lines back to the 1700s.

Her proudest accomplishment in genealogy is a 2000 Ellis Island Foundation documentary of her
family research, which is on permanent exhibit at the Ellis Island Museum in New York. She serves on
the board of the District of Columbia Genealogical Society and the Friends of the Freedmen Cemetery
in Alexandria, Virginia, and is founder and chairperson of the AAHGS Genealogical Quilting Project.
She recently found an African American German cousin whom no one knew existed.

Ms. Bah has been a member one time or another of the following societies: the D.C. Genealogical
Society, the Virginia Genealogical Society, the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, the
National Genealogical Society, the Piedmont Virginia Genealogical Society, the Virginia Historical
Society, the Friends of the Freedmen Cemetery, the Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region Society,
the Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia (GRIVA, the Friends of the Library of Virginia,
Volunteer Genealogist for the Alexandria Black History Resource Center and the 1996 Alumni of the
National Institute on Genealogical Research.

Hite-Bowman-Hall Family. Papers, 1766-1954, of the including deaths and marriages, health and education,
Hite, Bowman and Hall families principally residing in the practice of law and legal issues and general store
Frederick, Jefferson and Shenandoah counties and business.

Winchester, Virginia, but with lines also living in
Alexandria, Virginia; Alabama, Kentucky and Mary-
land. Correspondence concerns family matters

Reprinted with permission from the Library of Virginia, No. 159

(September/October 2003).




Virginia Institute of Genealogical Research
At Roslyn, Richmond, Virginia
1-5 August 2004

Track 1:Introduction to Virginia Research
Track 2: Virginians and Their Land

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP MAN THE VGS BoOoaOTH
AT THE FGS CONFERENCE IN AUSTIN, 9S-11 SEPTEMBER 2004.
CONTACT THE SOCIETY’S OFFICE OR
MARTYHIATT@STARPDWER.NET

Our apologies for garbling the name of our co-sponsor for the Fall Conference:
Join VGS and the Wythe County Genealogical and Historical Association
in Wytheville on 30 October 2004
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