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about 1779. Many of them came to take advantage of
the cheap land and, in some cases, to be rewarded for
their revolutionary service. The first court met in
March of 1787. Later, on 20 April 1796, the legislature
of Tennessee passed an act to select a seat of justice for
the county. Gallatin was, accordingly, established in
1804. Sumner County is bounded on the north by the
state of Kentucky. By 1800, the county had been
reduced to the near present size by the creation of
neighboring counties, taken from within its original
boundaries. The original county extended eastward to
the old Indian boundary, thence southwesterly to the
southwest corner of Warren County. Always keeping
in mind that quite often people stayed put while
political jurisdictions changed in size and shape, if you
have a research interest in this area you should find
this volume very helpful. db-r

Family Chronicle Magazine, Five Hundred Brickwall
Solutions to Genealogy Problems (2003) 405 pp.; subject
and locality index; perfect-bound; softcover; $25.00
US/$30.00 Canadian. Available from Family Chronicle
Magagzine, 500-505 Consumers Road, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M2] 4V8;
www.familychronicle.com.

As every genealogist and family historian knows
from personal experience a “brickwall” is a seemingly
insurmountable research obstacle. The publishers of
Family Chronicle magazine asked their many readers to
share how just how they managed to overcome their
own brickwalls. The five hundred best accounts of
ultimate success were selected for publication. The
editors begin by stating that a pattern emerged from
examining and condensing the submissions. They
concluded that most of the research success came from
heeding one or more of the following pieces of advice:

» Use others as sounding boards and network,

network, network.

* Revisit the information you already have.

* Maintain an open mind.

» Pay attention to the smallest pieces of

information.

* Be prepared to spend money.

» Takes classes and get involved in the social side

of genealogy.

* Make educated guesses.

* Stay abreast of the latest technology.

* Remember that original documents may contain

clues that are missed in transcription.

* Visit the places where your ancestors lived.

* Do on-site research.

¢ Study the collateral lines.

¢ Above all, never give up.

It’s a good book to pick up when you're feeling
discouraged and/or to read before bed. Some of the
individuals whose accounts appear in this volume have
provided limited contact information. Remember,
network, network, network! Who knows when you'll
surmount your very own brickwall! db-r

Alexandria African-American
Voter Registration

The Alexandria Library has announced the
availability of a new online index of African-
American voter registration records for the city of
Alexandria. The index was created from
microfilm of the voter registration roll books in
the Library’s Local History/Special Collections
Division. The City of Alexandria Archives and
Record Center has the original registration rolls.

The index covers the period from 1902 to 1954
when African-Americans registered in six
precincts in Alexandria: Armory Hall, City Hall,
Fire Engine House #5, Friendship, Lee School,
and Oddfellows Hall. The index has almost 2100
entries and includes information such as name
and address, birth date, marital status, and
occupation.

To access the index, go to the Library’s web site

http://www.alexandria.lib.va.us/
lhsc/special_collections_home.html

and click on “Genealogy Resources.”

Erin Nevius and the Editors of Family Tree Magazine,
The Family Tree Guide Book to Europe: Your Passport to
Tracing Your Genealogy across Europe (2003) 388 pp.;
illus.; maps; locality and topical index; perfect-bound,;
softcover, $22.99. Available at bookstores everywhere
and from Betterway Books, 4700 East Galbraith
Road, Cincinnati, OH 45236; 800-289-0963;
www.familytreemagazine.com.

This book covers a lot of territory, tackling
countries like Russia and groups like Ashkenazic and
Sephardic Jews, which, strictly speaking, are not
usually considered to be part and parcel of what is
covered by the term “Europe.” Consequently, there is
little in-depth information. Much of each section is
devoted to lists of organizations, European Family
History Centers, and repositories, online sources of
information, and current “how to do it” manuals.
Given how quickly addresses and websites change, this
is a book to buy and use quickly. It is not destined to
become a classic. On the other hand, scattered
throughout the fourteen chapters devoted to specific
countries or regions are some very interesting
discussions of the often unique naming patterns for a
number of the various ethnic groups, interesting
photographs, and extremely attractive and informative
timelines. db-r
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1862 Topographical Map of the Original District of Columbia
and Environs: Showing the Fortifications Around
the City of Washington

by E. G. Arnold

The Alexandria Library, Local History/Special
Collections has just published a 26" x 28" reproduction of
this map. Printed in the original pastel shades, it shows the
several wards of Washington, D. C., the watercourses and
the original boundary of the District of Columbia including
the 30 square miles of Northern Virginia that was ceded
back to the Commonwealth in 1846. Churches, hospitals,
and other sites are noted as well as a number of landowners.
According to Washington History, “A civil engineer, Arnold
reproduced the original 10-mile square laid out by Peter
L’Enfant and surveyed by Andrew Ellicott in 1792. Arnold
based his map on Boschke’s map of 1861, but also included
the city of Alexandria, which had been retroceded back to
Virginia in 1846. The seven wards within the District of
Columbia are color coded, and he showed all railroad lines
and regional roads entering the city. In a chart at the lower
left, Arnold listed the populations of Washington,
Georgetown, and Alexandria by decade from 1800-1860. He also broke down the population by race into
‘white,’ ‘free-colored,’ and ‘slave.’ ” A picture of the map is available on the Alexandria Library’s
November Photo of the Month:

www.alexandria.lib.va.us/lhsc_online_exhibits/monthly/photo.html

According to the Spring/Summer 2003 issue (vol.15, no. 1)of Washington History, two days after the map
went on sale in various shops in 1862, the War Department confiscated most copies. The same fate befell the
copper plate that was used to print the original maps. In addition, the Department obtained the names of
purchasers and seized the maps from the homes of private citizens to prevent the maps from falling into
Confederate hands, since the map identifies and locates 51 forts that defended Washington, D.C., during the
Civil War. The legacy of these forts remains with such local place names as Fort Totten, a station on Metrorail’s
Red and Green Lines, the Fort Hunt residential area of Fairfax County, and Alexandria’s own Fort Ward
Museum.

Cost of the map is $20.00 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. Virginia residents add $.90 sales tax.
Checks should be made payable to Alexandria Library. Send orders to the Alexandria Library, Special
Collections, 717 Queen Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. The map has also been reproduced on colored
notecards which are also available from the Alexandria Library’s Special Collections. For additional information

contact Joyce McMullin at 703-838-4577.

June Banks Evans, Lunenburg County, Virginia, Will
Book 14, 1851-1916 (2003) 110 pp.; full-name and
selected subject index; stapled; softcover; $18.00
postpaid. Order from Bryn Ffyliaid Publications,
Lake Marina Tower 16 B.W., 300 Lake Marina
Drive, New Orleans, LA 70124-1676.
http://bryn.ffyl. home.att.net/bryn.ffyl.html

The list of records abstracted by June Banks Evans
continues to grow. Those researching Lunenburg
County and related “parent” counties are advised to
check her website. As usual, the abstracts quite rightly

adhere to the original spellings used by the clerk
copier, although some standardization was employed
when the every name index was compiled. While the
records certainly speak eloquently for themselves, for
the sake of inexperienced researchers, it would be
helpful to have some of the more obscure and cryptic
abbreviations elaborated upon, possibly in a much
expanded preface. db-r
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Recent Reprints

The following books are available from Southern
Historical Press, PO Box 1267, Greenville, S C
29602-1267; 864-233-2346. Please add $3.50 for
shipping and handling for each book.

Helen C. and Timothy R. Marsh, Land Deed Genealogy
of Bedford County, Tennessee, 1807-1852, vol. 1 (1988;
reprinted 2003) 484 pp.; full-name index; Smythe-
sewn; hardcover; $40.00.

Bedford County was created in 1807 from
Rutherford County. The present volume contains
abstractions for all deeds from 1807-1852. A
subsequent volume covers the years 1861-1869. All
too often because of availability and interpretative
considerations deeds represent a neglected source for
those doing genealogical research. It is hoped that
quality abstracts like these will help to change that
fact. All family information, i.e., names, dates, places,
and references to early grants, often awarded to
individuals who had served in the North Carolina Line
during the Revolutionary War, is included. But, what
also makes the records of Bedford County especially
interesting and challenging is the fact that much of the
land lying within the present constitutional boundaries
of Bedford was granted to early land speculators at the
end of the Revolutionary War. Men like the Blount
Brothers, Alexander Outlaw, and the even more
famous partnership of Patton and Erwin all owned
huge tracts within the boundaries of Bedford County—
and not because of their military service.
Understanding the dynamics of the era is, indeed, a
challenge and these careful abstracts certainly help.
Bedford represents an interesting case from many
points of view. db-r

Jill L. Garrett, Obituaries from Tennessee Newspapers
(1980; reprint 1995) 471 pp.; full-name index;
Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $38.50.

For the sake of accuracy, the title really should
have included some reference to the fact that the
obituaries are all from the nineteenth century. Drawing
from a lengthy list of nineteenth-century newspapers,
some available only as single issues in scattered
repositories, often not available on microfilm, Garrett,
a talented abstractor, has performed a useful and
enduring service by making these often unavailable
newspaper resources available to modern researchers.
The abstractions are consistently accurate and
meticulously done, keeping the cadence of the
language of the nineteenth century and the less than
“politically correct” phraseology of the times.
Moreover, it is obvious that Garrett really enjoys the

newspapers of the nineteenth century, on occasion
including items that are not, strictly speaking,
obituaries just because they are too good to pass over.
On such case was “Wiley Fort, Esquire, age 99, was
baptized by immersion near Bolivar, Tennessee, a few
days ago, Editorial comment at the time: ‘This is rather
late and possibly dangerous to begin to take baths.’ ”
db-r

Computer Corner

The North Carolina Genealogical
Society (NCGS), North Carolina
Genealogical Society Journals,
1975-2000, CD (2001)
$39.95. Order from The
North Carolina Genealogical

Society, PO Box 22, Greenville, NC 27835;
www.ncgenealogy.org. . Shipping and handling, $3.00.
NC residents please add 6.5% sales tax.

System requirements: CD is both PC and Mac
compatible; Pentium© processor/Power PCO
processor; Microsoft Windows 98, Millennium, NT
with service pack 5 or 6, 2000, or XP/Mac OS version
8.g,9.0.4, or 9.1; 32 MB of RAM; 115 MB of available
hard-disk space; additional 70 MB of hard-disk space
for Asian fonts; CD-ROM drive. An appropriate
\éersion of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader is included with the

D.

The North Carolina Genealogical Society (NCGS)
was chartered in 1974 and began publishing its
quarterly journal the following year. For the last 25
years, the journal has been publishing transcribed
and/or abstracted primary source records as well as
informative articles by some of the best North Carolina
researchers. It’s all there—tax lists, lost wills, pension
applications, deaths, migration, and Free African-
Americans, to name but a few. Since many moved
from Virginia into the Carolinas, the scanned images
from this award winning publication, which is in pdf
format, are likely to please an exceptionally broad
spectrum of researchers. A sample from the CD can be
seen on the NCGS web page. You'll be impressed.d X

-

John Frederick Dorman, Editor, The Virginia
Genealogist, Vols. 1-27 (2003), 8,482 pp. CD-ROM in
Adobe Acrobat for PC and MAC. Order from Willow
Bend Books, 65 E. Main St., Westminster MD 21157,
Please add $4.00 shipping for first item. Maryland
residents add 5% sales tax.

Mr. Dorman is widely known as the founding
editor of this acclaimed publication that first debuted
in 1957. Initially available only in serial form, Heritage
Books, Inc., released combined reprints beginning in
1992. Now, the combined reprints are available in
graphic form in portable document format (PDF) with
use of free Adobe Acrobat® reader software which is
included. It is intended to look and function very
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much like a “real” book. Pop it in your CD drive and
the autostart program will bring up several menu
selections for use.

The CD’s table of contents gives overall
instructions, description of the format of material
presented, and links users to images of individual
printed volumes. Rather than using an electronic word
search capability, users must use the publication’s
original indexes which are included, and contain
subjects as well as all names.

Perhaps the greatest benefit given us now is a
savings in bookshelf space by using the CD, and the
ability to save the data on portable devices. This item
is a must to all of you computer users who are also CD
collectors! wep

Glad You Asked That . ..

Q: In 1742 James Zachary paid 7 pounds for 86%2

acres in Orange County which he bought from William
Jackson with Thomas (O) Jackson as one of the
witnesses. James then lived in Caroline but was in
Culpeper when he sold this same acreage in 1752; wife
Nancy released her dower. The deed of sale states that
James “stands seized of an inheritance in Fee Simple of
and in the above said lands.” (Orange County,
Virginia, Deed Book 7:91--3, 11:213—4) I believe Mary
was a daughter of a William Jackson who died in
Caroline in 1740. Does the wording of the deed of sale
mean to suggest this was land inherited although James
had paid for the land in 1742?

AZ A fee simple title to land provided the owner with

the right to devise the property and you will sometimes
see this or a similar phrase used to indicate fee simple
ownership. Our thanks to Don Devine, JD, CG for
verifying our answer. He notes that Black's Law
Dictionary (and recommends the 1951 Fourth Edition
for its better coverage of antiquities) gives the following
definition:

ESTATE OF INHERITANCE. An estate
which may descend to heirs . . .A species of
freehold estate in lands, otherwise called a fee.

Don continues, “There’s no necessary implication that
the holder has inherited it, although he or she may
have. While the words ‘estate of were not included in
the queried quotation, they are implied by the
preceding ‘stands seized of an,’ because seisen applies
only to an estate in lands.” bvl

Notice to subscribers.
concerning ancestors

Queries

Quest
submitted to

.ﬁ, “Quest” may take either of two forms.

%y First, readers may request explicit
information on specific individuals who
should be clearly identified by place

(county or town, state) and by date (year only, please!).
Second, those interested in exchanging information on
groups of people of a similar surname may simply entitle
their entry “Exchange,” followed by the family name(s) of
interest. In either case, please follow the format in previous
newsletters and observe the following guidelines. Published
queries will be posted on the VGS web site for a period of
one (1) year. If you do not wish to have your query posted,
please so indicate at the time of submission.

Queries of fifty (50) words or less, excluding name and
address, will be published in the order in which they are
received. You may submit two (2) queries at a time. All
queries accepted for publication must be accompanied by the
submitter's membership number, which can be found on the
first line of the mailing label affixed to your VGS Newsletter
and Magazine of Virginia Genealogy or a $3.00 non-member fee
for each query. Submit all queries to Query Editor, 5001
West Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230-
3023.

BEAVERS: Seek info for Woodson Beaver, poss s/o of
Emma Stovall. He was poss a slave of Joseph Stovall
and named in his inventory in 1857. He was prob sold
in Nov 1857 to Edwin or John Beavers in Pittsylvania
Co, VA. Info for Edwin or John Beavers may help
determine who was last owner of Woodson. Della A.
Stovall, 1213 Rainer Road, Brookhaven, PA 19015;
dellabeaver@comcast.net.

STOVAL: Seek info for Emma Stovall, d/o R. and
Emma Stovall, b ca 1789 in Henry Co, VA, d ca 1886
in Halifax Co, VA. She is not in the 1870/1880 census
and was poss a slave of Stovall family in Halifax or
Henry Cos. Della A. Stovall, 1213 Rainer Road,
Brookhaven, PA 19015; dellabeaver@comcast.net.

Query Abbreviations
aft=after g=grand
ancs=ancestor(s) gg=great grand
bef=before h/o=husband of
bp=Dbirthplace info=information
b=bom m=married
bro=brother(s) ml, m2, etc.= married
bur=buried 1st, married 2nd...
ca=circa moth=mother
ch=child(ren) par=parent(s)
Co=county poss=possibly
cos=counties prob=probably
d=died sib=sibling(s)
dau=daughter sis=sister(s)
decd=deceased s/o=son of
desc=descendant wid=widow
dp=death place w/l, w/2, etc.=wife
dfo=daughter of one, wife two...
fam =family w/o=wife of
fath=father




Virginia Genealogical Society’s Spring Conference

METHODOLOGY IS THE FOUNDATION OF GOOD GENEALOGY

Join Us for

A METHOD TO OUR MADNESS

Early Handwriting and Accurate Transcription Dorothy Boyd-Rush, PhD
Abstracting Marty Hiatt, CGRS
Documentation for Everyday Barbara Vines Little, CG

Hands-on Sessions: Tricky Transcription, Abstracting, Documenting Non-Traditional Sources (choice of two)

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA
SATURDAY, 17 APRIL 2004

Early registration discount(includes box lunch): $35.00 VGS members; $40.00 non-members

Registration after 5 April: $40.00 VGS members; $45.00 non-members
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