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Virginia Fire and Police Museum
Photographs

The Library of Virginia is pleased to announce
the availability of the Virginia Fire and Police
Museum Photographs, ca. 1875— ca. 1985 (LVA
acc. 37327a) which document more than a century
of fire fighting in Richmond. Photographs include
images of fire companies, fire fighters, fires, and fire
fighting, training, equipment, vehicles, ruins, and
street scenes. Of particular interest are photographs
of Richmond's African American fire fighters.
There are also clippings about fires in and around
Richmond. The Library is also pleased to announce
the availability of the Virginia Fire and Police
Museum Collection, 1879-1985 (LVA acc.37327),
on microfilm. The collection consists of records of
the Richmond, Virginia Fire Department, including
log books, supply books, insurance brochures,
reports on personnel and equipment, account
books, requisitions, inventories, correspondence,
house fund books, directories, lists of personnel,
personnel histories, leave log books, Fireman's
Mutual Aid Society records, burial funds, Fort Lee
Fire Department time and attendance books, Board
of Fire Commissioners meeting minutes, records of
fires in Richmond, visitors register to the Virginia
Fire and Police Museum, and miscellaneous loose
papers. Log books contain company rosters, duties,
watches, daily and monthly reports, alarms,
equipment checks, leaves, absences, addresses and
telephone numbers, supplies, accounts, weather
observations, and other information. Loose papers
consist of advertisements, calendars, department
orders, receipts, vehicle reports, and other
miscellaneous items. The collection is on long-term
deposit from the Virginia Fire and Police Museum.

Note: A Virginia History list contributor
suggested that interested individuals might also
wish to look at a scrap book kept by Ray
Jackson, (retired from the Richmond Ultilities
Department) beginning in 1960s through the mid-
80s with clippings from every fire in the city.
Someone from Ultlities had to be present at every
fire to ensure sufficient water pressure etc) and Mr.
Jackson was usually the one who went. The
interesting thing is that it documents many old
Richmond buildings and neighborhoods. This scrap
book is at the Richmond City Library.

drawn only from the order and minute books for the
period. This is an excellent reference for the area
during this time period and one we can whole-
heartedly recommend. bvl

The following books were published by Betterway
Books (800-448-0915) and can be found in major
bookstores throughout the United States.

Patricia Law Hatcher, Locating Your Roots: Discover
Your Ancestors Using Land Records (2003) xii, 211 pp.;
maps; illus.; index; perfect-bound; softcover; $21.99.
One of the major reasons people came to America
was land. Free land was used as an enticement to draw
settlers and the opportunity for new land was one of
the major reasons for their continued migration. The
records that landownership created can be a major
source of information on family relationships and
migration, yet many researchers fail to use these
records because they come in a myriad of forms and
records involving a single piece of land can be found
at the federal, state and local level. Learning about
these records, what they can tell us and where they can
be located is an arduous task. One which became a lot
easier with the publication of this book. Long
recognized in the genealogical community as an expert
on land records and an accomplished writer and
researcher, the author has reduced the complexity of
researching land records to a series of manageable
tasks. Each step in the process is explained in detail.
Short case studies and examples provide additional
details. All aspects of land records are covered from
public to state land states, from surveys and plats to
land transfers—even taxes and maps are included.
This is an excellent research source for both the
beginner and the experienced researcher and one that
we highly recommend. bvl

Paul Milner and Linda Jonas, A Genealogist’s Guide to
Discovering Your English Ancestors: How to Find and
Record Your Unique Heritage (2000)viii, 184 pp.; maps;
illus.; index; perfect-bound; softcover; $18.99.

Begin at the beginning is a good axiom and the
authors start there. They provide the reader with
information on the basic differences in geography,
vocabulary, currency, religion, social class and record
keeping. A discussion of internet resources and U.S.
library and family history centers provide places to
access records without going overseas. The final
chapters cover Civil Registration which began in 1837
and its indexes, English censuses which began in 1841,
pre- and post- 1858 probate records, and parish
registers. There are numerous illustrations of records
as well as suggestions for further research and/or
information. This is not an all inclusive research guide.
[t covers the basics which is where we should all begin.

bvl

Linda Jonas and Paul Milner, A Genalogist’s Guide to
Discovering Your Scottish Ancestors: How to Find and
Record Your Unique Heritage (2002) xiv, 225 pp.; maps;
illus; index; perfect-bound; softcover; $19.99.

This, too, is a begin at the beginning book which
starts with basic guidelines and moves into an
explanation of what is unique about Scottish research
covering country, geography, currency, Scottish clans
and tartans, religion. Scortich record beenine hoth rivil
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Library of Virginia Has New On-Line Card Catalog

The Library of Virginia’s web-based catalogs now have a new look. These went “live” on October 14th with
the new Integrated Library System. In addition to a newly designed, more user-friendly Web interface, the new
system provides greatly enhanced searching capabilities that are more flexible and more powerful. For the first
time ever, patrons are able to search simultaneously across all of the Library’s online catalogs—including the
printed books catalog, the Archives catalog and all of the databases created by the Digital Library
Program—with one search. In addition, patrons are able to select a subset of multiple catalogs to search, or they
can restrict their searches to a single catalog.

Other new capabilities of the Library’s system include the ability to narrow searches by physical format, by
location and by date of publication. Users are able to customize their preferences for displaying records, and will
be able to save, sort, and email their search results. Patrons may also register online, and have the ability to
track books they have checked out or fines they have accumulated.

Several new or enhanced databases are available with the new system. New indexes include the Robert E.
Lee Confederate Veterans Camp Applications, with links to application images, and the Richmond Esthetic
Survey & Historic Building Survey, with links to images of maps and photographs of Richmond from 1965. Two
photographic catalogs with links to images are available online for the first time: the Harry C. Mann Collection,
featuring early 20™ century photographs from the Norfolk based commercial photographer, and the Virginia
State Chamber of Commerce Collection, featuring photographs from the period 1922-1972. Indexes to the
Mutual Assurance Society declarations, Dunmore’s War, Culpeper Classes, the Richmond Enquirer and
Richmond Visitor Obituary and Marriage Index, Confederate Veteran Magazine Index, S. Bassett French
Biographical Sketches, Coat of Arms Index and Martin’s Gazetteer Index have all been enhanced with
improved search capability.

The process of choosmg, designing and implementing the new system has been taking place over the past
two years. The system is produced by Ex Libris, a worldwide supplier of software and related services for libraries
and information centers. The company's flagship product, ALEPH, is a market leader in the field of library
automation for higher education as well as for public, national, and research libraries, consortia and national
networks, and large corporations. Other libraries using the Ex Libris system include Harvard University, MIT,
Ohio State University, various campuses of SUNY and Virginia Commonwealth University, as well as the
Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

Since the selection of the new system, Library staff have been involved with the complex and detailed
process of migration, which included the conversion of the cataloging and circulation data, the design of the
new Web interface, and testing and planning for training for staff and the public. In addition to running the
Library’s online catalogs, the new system will manage circulation, cataloging and acquisitions functions

Training sessions for the public are available. As part of the process, current users with library cards will be
asked to re-register in the system when they visit the building. At that time, they will be issued new library
cards. Patrons visiting the Library after October 14 should bring photo ID with proof of current residence in
order to register for their cards. These new cards will also function as copy cards to facilitate the process of
photocopying.

We are excited about the opportunities and possibilities our new library system will bring to research at the
Library of Virginia. Be sure to come and visit this month, in person or online at the Library’s Web site at
<http://www.lva.lib.va.us/index.htm>. submitted by Sam Byrd, Project Manager, Integrated Library

Reprinted with permission from The Library of Virginia, issue 159 (September/October 2003)
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and church, problems with Christian names, naming
patterns, surnames and patronymics, handwriting and
the use of Gaelic and Latin in the records.

The next three chapters focus on the use of
sources accessible within the United States—the
internet, especially the Scots Origins database and
other important Scottist. genealogy sites, as well as
library and Family History Center resources. The next
four chapters cover Civil Registration which began in
Scotland in 1855 and required that all births, marriages
and deaths be recorded in a national system; the
census which began in Scotland in 1841 and continued

every ten years except in 1941; church records and
how to access them through the Scottish Church
Records database; and Scottish land and probate
records, known as Testaments (probate records) and
Service of Heirs and Sasines (land records).

The book has numerous illustrations and
examples. And, as any book that is a beginning should
do, its final chapter tells you what to do
next—suggesting various guides available to help you
with research at the National Archives of Scotland and
at the Public Record Office located in Kew, Surrey,
England. bvl
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. guidelines. Published queries will be posted on the VGS web
Recent Rep rints site for a period of one (1) year. If you do not wish to have

Robert Enoch Withers, M.D., Autobiography of an
Octogenarian (1907; reprint 2003), 550 pp.; no index;
softcover; perfect-bound; $42.00. Order from Willow
Bend Books, 65 E. Main St., Westminster MD,
21157, 1-800-876-6103. Please include $4.00 shipping
for the first item and $1.00 for each addition; Maryland
residents add 5% sales tax.

Perhaps the subtitle of this work gives the best
overall description of what Withers accomplished
during his life: Colonel 18" Regiment Virginia Infantry,
C.S.A.; Editor Lynchburg Daily News; Lieutentant-
Governor of Virginia; Senator of the United States;
member of Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution; Consul of the United States at Hong-Kong;
Past Master of the Knights Templar of the United
States, etc., etc.

Robert Enoch Withers, born 18 September 1821,
was the second child of Dr. Robert W. Withers and his
wife Susan Dabney Alexander, youngest daughter of
Robert Alexander of Rock Castle, Campbell County.
Robert's wife was Mary Virginia Royall, of Lynchburg,
and, as the author, Robert weaves in details about her
family throughout his story. A brief genealogy of the
Withers family can be found in Chapter 1, followed by
biographical and anecdotal information in Chapter 2.
Withers spent considerable time in Northern Virginia,
and traversed the state to accomplish his public and
private activities. Details of the daily life of one with
such a varied history prove fascinating to the leisure
reader. Unfortunately, the tome isn’t immediately useful
to researchers because it doesn't have an index.

The author provides us with intimate details of his
family, friends and colleagues. His characterizations
range from one for Senator William Pitt Kellogg
(Republican) who he styled a “smart Carpet Bagger who
had served in the Union Army,” to that of General John
Morgan, who was “tall, with black hair and eyes, dark
skin, and straight as an Indian.” Any family should
cherish having such a detailed history on any of its
members, and enjoy following its many stories.  wep

Notice to subscribers. Queries concerning
ancestors submitted to “Quest” may take
either of two forms. First, readers may
request explicit information on specific

Quest
Q.
individuals who should be clearly identified
by place (county or town, state) and by
date (year only, please!). Second, those interested in
exchanging information on groups of people of a similar
surname may simply entitle their entry “Exchange,” followed
by the family name(s) of interest. In either case, please follow
the format in previous newsletters and observe the following

your query posted, please so indicate at the time of
submission.

Queries of fifty (50) words or less, excluding name and
address, will be published in the order in which they are
received. You may submit two (2) queries at a time. All
queries accepted for publication must be accompanied by the
submitter's membership number, which can be found on the
first line of the mailing label affixed to your VGS Newsletter
and Magazine of Virginia Genealogy or a $3.00 non-member fee
for each query. Submit all queries to Query Editor, 5001
West Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230.
3023.

FOX: Seek ancs of William Fox of Warwick Co, VA,
prob d bef 1840. He m Nancy Stacy d/o Rebecca Stacy.
Their ch Sarah Fox (Provoo), b 1832 Warwick Co,
VA,; John Henry Fox, b 1833 York Co, VA; William
Fox, b 1836 Warwick Co, VA. Nancy m2 Edmund
Powell of Warwick, Co, VA. Marie Fox Cenedella,
660 Forest Lane, Franklin, PA 16323.
jcenedella@csonline.net.

LIMES/MCKEE: Seek info for Mary McKee Limes.
She m Harmon Limes on 25 Mar 1813 in Frederick Co,
VA. Seek proof her par were John McKee and Rebecca
Wickersham who originated in Frederick Co, VA. All
migrated to Highland Co, OH, area ca 1813. Linda
Jean Limes Ellis; 1587 Edgefield Road, Lyndhurst,
OH 44124; LJELLIS_2000@yahoo.com.

TURLINGTON: Seek ancs of James Turlington, b ca
1814-1820 in Warwick Co or Elizabeth City Co, VA,
d ca 1891 in Warwick Co, VA. He m1 Nancy Peters,
m2 Mary J. Seaburn, both of Warwick Co, VA. He was
an oyster broker, storekeeper, and owned property in
Warwick Co, VA. Marie Fox Cenedella, 660 Forest
Lane, Franklin, PA 16323. jcenedella@csonline.net.

Query Abbreviations
aft=after g=grand
ancs=ancestor(s) gg=great grand
bef=before h/o=husband of
bp =birthplace info=information
b=bom m=married
bro=brother(s) ml, m2, etc. = married
bur=buried Ist, married 2nd. ..
ca=circa moth=mother
ch=child(ren) par=parent(s)
Co=county boss=possibly
cos=counties prob=probably
d=died sib=sibling(s)
dau=daughter sis=sister(s)
decd=deceased s/o=son of
desc=descendant wid=widow
dp=death place w/l, w/2, etc. =wife
d/o=daughter of one, wife two...
fam=family w/o=wife of
fath=father
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Virginia
Genealogical
Society
Spring Conference
17 April 2004

A Method to Our
Madness

Methodology: The
Foundation of Good
Genealogy
Library of Virginia

800 East Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia

VGS invites you to attend its
annual spring conference on
Saturday, 17 April 2004, at
the Library of Virginia, 800
East Broad Street, Richmond.

The conference features three lectures
on methodology certain to help
improve the skills of genealogists at all
levels. In the afternoon, attendees
have the opportunity to “practice what
was preached” with hands on
sessions. The lectures and hands on
sessions will be presented by three
nationally known speakers: Barbara
Vines Little, CGs», Marty Hiatt,
CGRSs», and Dorothy Boyd-Rush,
Ph.D.

Pre-registration is $35 for VGS
members and $40 for non-members
and includes lunch. Be sure to
register early.  Meal reservations
cannot be guaranteed if received after
5 April 2004. Cancellations received
after 5 April 2004 will not be refunded.

Vendors of books, software, forms,
and other items of interest to
researchers will be available all day.
Be sure to visit them during the
breaks. There will also be a Freebie
Table with catalogs and brochures
from genealogical businesses and
organizations as well as door prizes.



Methodology: The Foundation of Good Genealogy

SPEAKERS

Dorothy A. Boyd-Rush, Ph.D.
Research historian at James Madison
University and a professional genealogist
for over ten years, specializing in Virginia's
Shenandoah Valley and its German
inhabitants; author of numerous articles
and several books on Virginia records; and
a regular contributor to Magazine of
Virginia Genealogy and Virginia
Genealogical Society Newsletter.

Marty Hiatt, CGRSs™

A full time genealogist, researching the
families of Northern Virginia since 1990.
She edits and publishes Northern Virginia
Genealogy, is chairman of the Virginia
Institute of Genealogical Research; and for
fun likes to abstract court records or hunt
in cemeteries.

Barbara Vines Little, CG™
Professional genealogist since 1982,
specializing in Virginia record sources, tax
records, land platting, neighborhood
reconstruction; complete genealogies and
problem-solving; editor, Magazine of
Virginia Genealogy  and Virginia
Genealogical Society Newsletter.

CGRS and CG are service marks of the Board for
Certification of Genealogists, used under license after
periodic evaluations by the Board.

8:15 a.m.

8:45

9:00-10:00

10:00-10:30
10:30-11:30
11:30-12:45
12:45-1:15

1:15-2:15

2:15-2:45

PROGRAM

Registration
(Coffee and pastries available)

Opening Remarks

Early Handwriting and
Accurate Transcription -
Boyd-Rush

Break
Abstracting — Hiatt
Lunch

VGS Meeting
Peter Broadbent, President

Documentation for
Everyday - Little

Break

Hands On Sessions

2:45-3:15

OR

OR

3:15-3:30
3:30-4:00

Tricky Transcription —
Boyd-Rush

Abstracting — Hiatt

Documenting Non-
Traditional Sources - Little

Break

Repeat of the sessions offered
at 2:45.

SPRING 2004 REGISTRATION

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email:

(For confirmation only. Will not be sold or given to others.)

VGS Member X $35 =
Non-member X $40 =
After 5 April 2004
VGS Member X $40 =
Non-member X $45 =
Total :
Vegetarian Meal Requested

Please indicate the Hands On Sessions
you will be attending by circling one
session in each time slot.

2:45 |[Tricky Abstracting jDocumenting
Transcription Non-Traditional
Sources
3:30 |[Tricky Abstracting |[Documenting
Transcription Non-Traditional
Sources

Please complete this form and mail it
with your check payable to:

Virginia Genealogical Society
Spring Conference
5001 W. Broad St., Suite 115
Richmond, VA 23230-3023

Web site: http://www.vgs.org
E-mail: mail@vgs.org



