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Book Reviews, continued from page 7.

Mary B. Kegley, Free People of Colour: Free Negroes,
Indians, Portuguese and Freed Slaves (2003) 176 pp.;
full-name index; spiral bound; softcover; $15.00.
Order from Kegley Books, PO Box 134, Wytheville,
VA 24382. Prices are postpaid; Va. residents please
include 4.5% sales tax.

Using deeds, wills, estate appraisals, court orders,
chancery and criminal cases and numerous
miscellaneous records, the compiler has created a
compilation of individuals who were referred to as free
or who were emancipated or sued for their freedom in
the courts. In the process, she has collected numerous
references to individuals both white and “of colour”
who moved from eastern Virginia to the southwest or
to the Carolinas, Tennessee or Kentucky. Depositions
in the 1800s from people in their seventies and
eighties provide information about individuals and
families of fifty or sixty years previous. Records from
the southwest Virginia counties and their predecessors
including Augusta, Carroll, Giles, Lee, Montgomery,
Pulaski, Russell, Scott, Washington and Wythe are
found here. Additional items which were gleaned from
the counties of Chesterfield, Goochland, Henry,
Louisa, Northumberland and Richmond are also
included. While this is not a definitive text on the
subject for the entire state, it is certainly representative
of the material regarding free blacks especially Indians
that survives in county records and serves as both an
excellent research tool and a reference for sources of
information on free people of colour. bvl

&E

The following books can be ordered from Willow
Bend Books, 65 East Main Street, Westminster, MD
21157-5026; www.willowbendbooks.com;  800-
876-6103;. Please include $4.00 shipping for the first
book and $ 1.00 for each additional book. Md.

residents add 5% sales tax.

Jerrilynn Eby, Laying the Hoe: A Century of Iron
Manufacturing in  Stafford County, Virginia, with
Genealogical Notes on Over 300 Families (2003) xii, 294
pp. with 424 additional pages on CD-Rom; illus.;
biblio; full-name, geographical and subject index;
perfect-bound; softcover; $35.00.

“It’s a new approach and it’s great” is not how we
usually begin a review; however, in this case we feel the
necessity to “shout.” If you have an interest in Stafford
County or the surrounding areas or the families
thereof, or in merchants, forges or metal working, then
you need this book. The amount of work that has gone
into producing the book and the accompanying CD
which contains the 424-page transcription (with
accompanying footnotes) of the Accokeek Furnace
husiness ledger is more than we care to contemplate.

Knowing the amount of research required to produce
this volume, considering that the author was dealing
with a burned record county, makes us feel a lictle
chintzy when we complain; but we do wish that she
had taken the time to add source citations for the
footnoted material. A comprehensive bibliography does
appear to include all materials researched. However, it
would have been really helpful, to have the sources
listed with the footnoted information in both the text
and the ledger.

The introduction provides a brief description of the
contents, a description that leaves little question of the
value of this work to researchers:

The focus of this book is on Accokeek
Furnace and Rappahannock Forge, two large
18" century iron works located in Stafford
County. . . . [that] had a major impact on the
social, political and economic life of eastern

Virginia. . . . these two business were merely
individual components of a much larger
entity. . . . In addition to the furnace, the

operation also included mines, charcoal pits,
extensive tracts of forests, raw material dumps,
waste dumps, ore processing areas, residential
and commercial areas, a grist mill, roads, ship
and boat landings, a plantation, a store and
blacksmith, wheelwright and cartwright shops.
A large number of people, both skilled and
unskilled, were required to operate the furnace
and its support facilities. bvl

Ann K. Blomquist, The Vestry Book of Southam Parish,
Cumberland County, Virginia, 1745-1792 (2002) xxiii,
309; maps; illus.; biblio; full-name, place name and
subject index; perfect-bound; softcover; $

Unlike the surviving colonial parish registers, all of
which have been published, some of the colonial parish
vestry books remain unpublished—primarily because
they contain few references to direct family
relationships or those sought after vital statistics.
Vestry books typically contain the minutes of the
vestry meetings; consequently, they detail repairs to
the church and glebe and payments of salaries to the
minister, vestry clerk, churchwardens, readers and
sextons as well as payments for the care of the poor
(one of the few places these people are mentioned).
Processioning records are also often recorded here and
frequently make up the bulk of the material found in
the minutes.

Southam Parish was established in 1745 and
encompassed present Cumberland and Powhatan
counties. In 1772 Littleton Parish was created and
Southam Parish was reduced to that portion of
Cumberland that became Powhatan in 1777. A
fourteen-page introduction details the history of the
parish, identifies the early churches and explains the
organization of the vestry and its various functions.
There are extensive processioning records which
identify neighbors and adjacent roads, note when
owners were not present, when landowners were
orphans and when lines were disputed, agreed or not
found. Cumberland and Powhatan researchers will find
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this a welcome addition to their library. We're
impressed with the quality of the work and would
gladly recommend other long ignored vestry books to
the transcriber’s attention in the hope that these, too,
would soon appear in print. bvl

Patricia B. Duncan, Index to Loudoun County, Virginia,
Land Deed Books, 2A-2M, 1800-1810 (2003) 331 pp.;
full-name index; perfect-bound; softcover; $28.50.
Although titled an index the compiler has gone
beyond an index to include brief abstracts that list all
parties including witnesses and provide a brief
description of each deed including adjacent land-
owners and identifying physical features. Many people
had left the area by this time and deeds required to
settle estates include information on both migration
and lineages as did the deed from Catharine, Malinda,
and Marmadake Berkley and Robert Hoskins and wife
Matilda late Berkley of Jefferson County, Kentucky,
children of Ann Berkley who was Ann Keen daughter
of Richard Keen, deceased, and sister of John Keen.
Many of these gems reside in the early 19™ century
deeds; we just need compilations like this to find them.

bvl
I T

Kip Sperry, Genealogical Research in Ohio, 2™ ed.
(2003) xxii, 366 pp.; maps; index; Smythe-sewn;
hardcover; $39.50. Order from Genealogical
Publishing Company, Inc., 1001 North Calvert
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202; 800-296-6687;
www.genealogical.com. Please include $3.50 shipping
for the first item and $1.25 for each additional item.
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan, 6%.
Claimed at various times by Indian tribes, France
and England as well as Connecticut, Massachusetts,
New York and Virginia, the first permanent white
settlement in Ohio was established at Marietta in
1788. Serving both as a major gateway for western
migration and as one of the two sources for Virginia
Revolutionary War military bounty land, Ohio is of
interest to Virginia researchers. In this updated edition
the researcher will find a brief introduction to major
Ohio research facilities including the Ohio
Genealogical Society, the Ohio Historical Society, the
State Library of Ohio and the Western Reserve
Historical Society. This is followed with an overview of
various record groups including birth and death,
cemetery, census, divorce, church and court records;
directories; genealogical collections; land, marriage,
military, naturalization, probate, school, tax and
township records; local histories and biographies and
maps atlases and gazetteers. These are arranged in
alphabetical order and as a result the researcher will
read about birth and death records on page 51 and
vital records (which includes a repetition of some of
the information) on page 138. A chart listing the

various counties and when their birth, marriage, death,
land, probate and court records begin is of interest.
Additional information would have been helpful since
Adams County land and court records begin in 1797,
but its probate records begin in 1849 while Clark
County’s land, probate and court records all begin in
1818. A fifty-page section of addresses and a 110-page
bibliography comprise the bulk of the book. The
section on maps reproduces a number of Ohio maps
that help to explain the various land divisions,
migration routes and county formations. bvl

Recent Reprints

The following books can be ordered from Willow
Bend Books, 65 East Main Street, Westminster, MD
21157-5026; www.willowbendbooks.com; 800-
876-6103; Please include $4.00 shipping for the first
book and $ 1.00 for each additional book. Md.

residents add 5% sales tax.

Amelia C. Gilreath, Frederick County, Virginia, Deed
Book Series, Volume 4: Deed Books 12, 13, 14,
1767-1771 (1991; reprint, 2001) 210 pp.; full-name
index; perfect-bound; softcover; $31.50.

In 1767 Frederick County comprised the current
counties of Frederick, Berkeley, Jefferson, Morgan,
Shenandoah, Warren and Clarke. With over sixty-five
miles of the Great Wagon Road within its bounds, its
records provide numerous references to individuals
moving into and out of the area. We find references to
Pennsylvanians such as Adam Grubb of Chester
County, Jacob Downer and John Pfoutz of Lancaster
County and Garrett Pendergrass of Cumberland
County. Movement was westward as well as southward,
and thus we also find James Somerville of Spotsylvania,
Alexander Woodrow of King George and George Fallis
of Stafford. Not only can individuals coming into the
area be tracked, but those who move on, such as Peter
Cortner of North Carolina, also leave references to
their former and later presence as they sell the land on
which they once had lived. Occupations, indentures,
investments in mills, furnaces such as the Marlborough
Furnace and city lots are also found in these pages.
Frederick County served as a major portal to the south
and west and its records contain numerous mentions of
those who passed through as well as those who came
and stayed. We are delighted to see this series of
abstracts back in print. bvl
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Amelia C. Gilreath, Shenandoah County Virginia, Deed
Book Series, Volume 2: Deed Books E, F, G and H,
1784-1792 (1988; reprint, 2002) 192 pp; full-name
index; perfect-bound; softcover; $30.00.

Deed abstracts are especially useful to the
researcher because they provide access to a multitude
of hidden names from witnesses and former owners to
adjacent landowners who may have been tenants and
thus don’t appear in grantor/grantee indexes, as well as
widows whose dower interest in property is sold by
their new husband. The chains of title frequently
appearing in these records provide links to former
owners which sometimes help untangle relationships or
identify intestate heirs. When a series of deed abstracts
are available they prove especially useful in tracking
families. Shenandoah County is blessed since the
compiler has abstracted not only Shenandoah’s deeds
from its inception to 1820, but those of its parent
Frederick as well. bvl

&z

The following books can be ordered from Genealogical
Publishing Company, Inc., 1001 North Calvert
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202; 800-296-6687;
www.genealogical.com. Please include $3.50 shipping
for the first item and $1.25 for each additional item.
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan, 6%.

Ruth Blair, Some Early Tax Digests of Georgia Reprinted
with Index to Some Early Tax Digests of Georgia,
1790-1818 (1926; 2003) 316, 174 pp; full-name index;
Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $49.50.

Originally published in part by the Georgia
Department of Archives and History to overcome the
loss of portions of the 1790, 1800 and 1810 census
records, these lists provide a variety of information; but
most especially they establish a date by which an
individual can be determined to be in the area and the
county in which he resided—facts of interest to
individuals chasing Virginians who “went to Georgia.”
A typical tax list will give the name of the person
owing the tax, the number of polls and slaves, number
of acres of land, the county in which it lay, the grantee,
the watercourse on which it lay and the adjoining land
owner. The quality of the land was frequently noted as
well. The extensive index includes the county in which
the person was being taxed allowing the researcher to
avoid checking counties that aren’t of interest. The
time period ranges from 1790 through 1818 and
includes the counties of Camden, Chatham, Glynn,
Hancock, Lincoln, Montgomery, Pulaski, Richmond,
Warren and Wilkes with five of the counties having a
single list and Montgomery having the most—a total of
four. The addition of an full-name index to the over
25,000 names found in the tax records is a welcome
and needed addition. bvl

&E

Clearfield Company, Inc., 200 E. Eager St.,
Baltimore, MD 21202; 410-625-9004;
www.genealogical.com. Please include $3.50 shipping
for the first item, $1.50 each additional item; Md.
residents add 5% sales tax.

William Montgomery Sweeny, Wills of Rappahannock
County, Virginia, 1656-1692 (1947, reprint, 2002) 179
pp.; illus; full-name index; perfect-bound; softcover;
$22.50.

“Old” Rappahannock County no longer exists.
Established in 1652, it was divided in 1692 with its
land on the north side of the Rappahannock River
becoming Richmond County and its land on the south
of the Rappahannock becoming Essex. These wills
were scattered throughout various record books
including deeds, wills, orders and land trials. The
abstracts also contain 24 original wills which are not
found in any of the surviving record books. Noted
Virginia historian E. G. Swem, in his introduction,
states, “Having studied these records for many years
Mr. Sweeny was thoroughly familiar with the family
names and topographical designations; this familiarity,
together with his indefatigable industry, make his
transcripts authoritative and dependable.” bvl

Ida J. Lee, Lancaster County, Virginia, Marriage Bonds,
1652-1850 (1965; reprint, 2003) 71 pp.; perfect-
bound; softcover; $12.50.

This compilation presents the date of the marriage,
the name of the bride and groom and the name of the
parent(s) it known. The presentation is alphabetical by
name of the groom; there is no index to the brides or
parents. bvl

Edward Thorpe King, Genealogy of Some Early Families
in Grant and Pleasant Districts, Preston County, West
Virginia, Also the Thorpe Family of Fayette County,,
Pennsylvania and the Cunningham County of Somerset
County, Pennsylvania (1933; reprint, 2002) 233 pp.;
surname only index; perfect-bound; softcover; $25.00.

Created by an author who styled himself an
“amateur . . . remote from the source of information
[who] wrote hundreds of letters,” this volume includes
genealogies of the Christopher, Connor, Cunningham,
King, Metheny, Ryan, Street, Thorpe, Walls, Wheeler
and Wolfe families. It also contains church records
from Brandonville and Bruceton Mills Methodist
Episcopal churches, Hazel Run Baptist, Salem Church
of the Brethern and St. Peters Lutheran. Old Bible
records of the Christopher, Collins, Cunningham,
Forman, Gribble, King, Liston, Michael, Mosser,
Myers, McNair, Thorpe, Michael, Walls and Yeast
family are provided as well as records from forty-one
church and family cemeteries. Researchers in this area
are indeed lucky that an “amateur” chose to preserve
what he learned by publishing it. An example we
would all do well to follow. bvl
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Henry Gannett, A Gagetteer of Virginia and West
Virginia (1904; reprint, 2002) 159, 164 pp.; perfect-
bound; softcover; $28.50.
Originally published as two separate volumes by
the Department of the Interior, these gazetteers list the
counties, county seats, cities, post villages, and
geographical features such as summits, gaps, valleys,
creeks, fords, ferries, forks and rivers. Information
includes the county in which the feature or
government entity was found in 1900, the elevation of
some features and to what river a creek was a tributary.
Additional information was provided about counties.
Thus one finds
Brooks; ford in Blackwater River in Franklin
County.

Brown; gap in the Blue Ridge in Rockingham
County.

Brown; mountain ridge in Augusta County.

Buckhorn; creek, a small right-hand tributary to
New River in Carroll County.

Buckhorn; mountains in Tazewell, Giles and Bland

counties. Elevation 2,500 to 3,500 feet.

Buckhortn; post village in Nansemond County.

Buckingham; county, situated in the central part

of the State in the Piedmont region on James
river, which forms its southern boundary; Its
surface is in the most part undulating, rising
from 300 feet on James River to 1500 feet in
Spear Mountain, in the western part of the
county. Area, 552 square miles. Population,
15,266—white, 7,415; negro, 7,851; foreign
born, 65. County seat, Buckingham. The
mean magnetic declination in 1900 was 3°.
The mean annual rainfall is 40 to 50 inches,
and the temperature 55° to 60°. The county is
traversed by the Southern Railway.

The book serves as an excellent finding aid for
former residences and locating current counties for
early land records, i.e., a reference to Deep Run in a
patent in early Orange County could correctly be
placed in current Madison County. bvl

Quest

Notice to subscribers. Queries
concerning ancestors submitted to
“Quest” may take either of two forms.
First, readers may request explicit
information on specific individuals who
should be clearly identified by place
(county or town, state) and by date (year only, please!).
Second, those interested in exchanging information on
groups of people of a similar surname may simply entitle
their entry “Exchange,” followed by the family name(s) of
interest. In either case, please follow the format in previous
newsletters and observe the following guidelines. Published
queries will be posted on the VGS web site for a period of

one (1) year. If you do not wish to have your query posted,
please so indicate at the time of submission.

Queries of fifty (50) words or less, excluding name and
address, will be published in the order in which they are
received. You may submit two (2) queries at a time. All
queries accepted for publication must be accompanied by the
submitter's membership number, which can be found on the
first line of the mailing label affixed to your VGS Newsletter
and Magazine of Virginia Genealogy or a $3.00 non-member fee
for each query. Submit all queries to Query Editor, 5001
West Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230-
3023.

CALVERT, CHAPLIN: Seek par/doc for Mary
Calvert, b ca 1623, m Isaac Chaplin of Chapline
Choice, VA. Annie Allen, 6 Capitan Court,
Charleston, SC 29406-8607.

HARRIS, GLENN: Seek info for Robert Harris and
Mourning Glenn ca early 1700s in Albemarle Co, VA,
and two sons Tyree/Tyra and Christopher. Tyree/Tyra
Harris of Orange/Caswell Co, NC, ml Elizabeth
Chapman, m2 Mary Anne Simpson. Christopher
Harris of Madison Co, KY, m1 Mary Dabney, m2
Agnes McCord. Some desc in MO. Mrs. L. Winifred
Jacob, 5200 SW Colony Court, Beaverton, OR
97005. 503-643-6393.

TARLETON: See info/ref for Stephen Tarleton, b ca
1661-1662 in Henrico or New Kent Co, VA. Who was
his wife? His dau Judith Tarleton m Thomas Fleming.
What are their dates? Where did they live? Mrs. L.
Winifred Jacob, 5200 SW Colony Court, Beaverton,
OR 97005. 503-643-6393.

PAYNE, JANNEY: See parents and siblings of John
Payne, of Parkersburg and Alexandria, who married
two daughters of Thomas Janney, merchant of
Alexandria; Payne removed to Culpeper Co. c.1828,
perhaps to MO ¢.1840, then on to Crawford Co. IL
where he may have died after 1850. Wesley E.

Pippenger, 703- 998-8920; pipp@erols.com

Query Abbreviations
aft=after ) g=grand
ancs=ancestor (s gg=great grand
bef=before h/o=husband of
bp=birthplace info=information
b=bom m=married
bro=brother(s) ml, m2, etc.= married
bur=buried 1st, married 2nd. ..
ca=circa moth=mother
ch=child{ren) par=parent(s)
Co=county poss=possibly
cos=counties prob=probably
d=died sib=sibling(s)
dau=daughter sis=sister(s)
decd=deceased slo=son of
desc=descendant wid=widow
dp=death place w/l, w/2, etc. = wife
d/o=daughter of one, wife two...
fam="family wlo=wife of
fath=father




VIRGINIA'S FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Saturday, 25 October 2003

The Fall Conference of the Virginia Genealogical Society will be held in conjunction with the Fairfax Genealogical
Society, at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 651 Dranesville Road, Herndon, Virginia.

1* session

Planning a Research Trip, Charles S. Mason, Jr., CGRS

Pennsylvania's Scots-Irish: The Colony's Most Contentious & Misunderstood Immigrants, Clifford C. Neilson
Virginia Sources for West Virginia Researchers, Barbara Vines Little, CG

2" session

Using Computers to Document Your Research, Ken Macomber

How to Find Your Elusive Scots-Irish Ancestors Hiding in the Forests of pre-1800 Middle Atlantic States, Clifford C.
Neilson

The Best Tax Records in America: Annual Sources for Genealogists in the Virginias and Kentucky, Eric G. Grundset

3" session

Getting the Most out of Death Notices, Obituaries and Other Newspaper Sources, Charles S. Mason, Jr., CGRS
Across the Wide Potomac: Researching Families of the National Capital Area, Eric G. Grundset

North Carolina County Records, Margaret M. Hofmann

4™ session: '

Tracing a Virginia African American Family from the 20th to the 18th Century, Char McCargo Bah
Born in Virginia: How Do I Find Him?, Barbara Vines Little, CG

Research at the Maryland States Archives, Patricia O'Brien Shawker, CGRS

To pre-register by 11 October 2003, send a personal check or money order for $35.00 ($40 non-VGS/FxGS member)
per registrant, payable to the Virginia Genealogical Society address below.

After 11 October 2003, registration is $40.00 ($45 non-VGS/FxGS member).

The Virginia Genealogical Society
5001 W Broad St #115 N R AT ORGN.
Richmond VA 23230-3023 " PAID
Richmond, Virginia
ISSN 1084-5852 Permit No. 1225

Address Service Requested



