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Grants

Each year VGS solicits grant applications
from organizations with worthwhile projects
they are unable to fund themselves. This year
although your Society received ten grant
applications it was able to fund only one—a
special grant of $2,400 to the Roanoke Public
Library. Our Special Projects fund no longer has
sufficient monies to allow it to fund all of the
worthwhile grants. As a result, many library
projects to provide better access to papers and
manuscripts go unfunded and uncompleted.
The Virginia Genealogical Society is a 501(c)3
tax-exempt organization and donations to the
Society are tax-exempt under the IRS code.
Won't you help us help organizations provide
preservation and access to Virginia records by
contributing to the VGS Special Projects Fund?

The Society has granted the following monies in
the most recent past:

Special Grants:

2002

Smithfield Library, $4,800
Mary Bell Washington Museum
& Library, $5,000

2001
Augusta County Historical Society, $3,640

Matching Grants of $250
2002

Wythe County Historical Society Library
Virginia Room, Arlington Library
Shenandoah County Library

Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society

2001

Shenandoah County Historical Society
Rappahannock Historical Society

Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society
Goochland County Historical Society

Recent

Reprints

The following books can be ordered from Heritage
Books, Inc., 1540-E Pointer Ridge Place, Bowie,
MD 20716. Please include $5.00 to cover shipping
and handling.

Amelia C. Gilreath, Shenandoah County, Virginia, Deed
Books Series, Volume 1: Deed Books A, B, C and D,
1772-1784 (1987; reprint 2002) 209 pp.; full-name
index; perfect-bound; softcover; $

Shenandoah, originally called Dunmore County,
was created in 1772 from Frederick County at which
time it included portions of Warren and Page counties
as well. It was part of the Northern Neck Proprietary
and had a heavy concentration of Germans. The
compiler frequently notes that a deed was signed in
German script. The towns of Woodstock and Strasburg
were established in 1761 prior to the establishment of
the county. Thus we find not only tracts of land, but
frequent exchange of lots in the abstracts of deeds.
Situated on the Great Wagon Road, Shenandoah was
home to many of the early pioneers who later settled
Tennessee, Kentucky and Ohio as well as early valley
entrepreneurs who settled its towns. These deed
abstracts include all named parties, as well as physical
features and town lot numbers. For those researchers
looking for the origin of a probable Valley pioneer, this
is a good place to start. We are delighted to discover
that these abstracts are back in print. bvl

Judith Parks America Hill, A History of Henry County,
Virginia, with Biographical Sketches of its Most Prominent
Men and Women, and Genealogical Histories of Half a
Hundred of its Oldest Families (1925; Reprint 2003),
388 pp.; new every name index; perfect-bound;
softcover; $34.00.

Part of the Heritage Classic series offered by
Heritage Books, this reprint should be welcome to
those researching Henry County and the surrounding
area. Henry County is in the Piedmont area of Virginia,
bordering on the North Carolina line. The county was
formed in 1776 from Pittsylvania County, which in
turn had been cut out of Halifax in 1767. Long out of
print, this classic focuses on the geography and original
inhabitants of the county; and delves into both the era
from the Revolution to the Civil War and the period
from the Reconstruction to the 1920s. Many
prominent families such as Bailey, Martin, Matthews,
Fontaine, Dandridge, Hairston, Hill, Bryant and
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Reference Recommendations from the Library of Virginia’s Reference Desk

McCartney, Martha W. Documentary History of Jamestown Island. Prepared for Colonial National
Historical Park by Colonial Williamsburg Foundation [and] College of William & Mary. Williamsburg,
Va.: [Colonial Williamsburg Foundation], 2000.

Located in the Reference Section, East Reading Room, F234 J6 M3 2000.

The Library of Virginia has acquired the multi-volume Jamestown Archaeological Assessment
publications. The five-year definitive multidisciplinary study was a cooperative venture of the National
Park Service, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, and the College of William and Mary. Of particular
interest are the three volumes of the Documentary History of Jamestown Island: Volume one is a
narrative history; volume two traces land ownership on the island from initial settlement to 1998; volume
three provides biographies of owners and residents. Another volume in the study is a comprehensive
bibliography of Jamestown sources. Other volumes cover geological and paleoecological aspects of
Jamestown Island and provide an archaeological survey. For more information on the Jamestown
Archaeological Study visit the Web site:

http://www.history.org/history/argy/research /argyjtwl .cfm

Gaustad. Edwin S. and Philip L. Barlow. New Historical Atlas of Religion in America. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2001.
Located in the Reference Section, East Reading Room, G1201 E4 N4 2001

An updated version of Gaustad’s Historical Atlas of Religion in America (1962 and 1976 editions),
this book provides an excellent narrative history of American religion. For every stage of American
history, descriptions and summaries of the activities of each major denomination are included. Of
particular interest are the maps and tables that track, at 20-year intervals, the number of churches in
each denomination on a county-by-county basis. In addition to traditional JudeoChristian religious
groups, African and Native American communities, as well as Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu and other new
groups are covered. Virginia topics indexed include Anglicans, Baptists, Campbellites, Quakers, colleges
and universities, and religious place names, among others.

Reprinted from with permission from the Library of Virginia’s newsletter, No. 156 (March/April 2003), p. 4-5.

Henry, however, dominate the majority of the pages.
Lists are included in the appendix at the end of the
volume, i.e., “Citizens of Henry County who Took the
Oath of Allegiance,” “Abstracts of Henry County
Legislative Petitions,” and “Marriage License Bonds
from 1776 to 1800.” Since this is a scanned version of
the earlier publication, the choice of font and the
quality of the original illustrations reflects the earlier
era. What's new is an excellent every name index. As
a matter of fact, if you own an original copy, you would
be wise to buy the reprint just for the index. db-r

William Henry Egle, Early Pennsylvania Land Records:
Minutes of the Board of Property of the Province of
Pennsylvania, 2 volumes (1893; Reprint 2002), 786 pp.;

eneral surname index; perfect-bound; softcover;

62.50.

Originally published as Volume XIX of the Second
Series of the Pennsylvania Archives in 1893, this work

contains the Minutes of the Board of Property
beginning with Book C, which is still believed to be the
earliest legible collection of property records pertaining
to Pennsylvania, and continuing on through Book I.
Covering the time frame from 13 March 1687 through
30 March 1732, this two volume facsimile edition is
one of the essential books to own if you are researching
early Pennsylvania history and genealogy. To put
things in perspective, Book C begins a mere seven
years after Charles II of England granted William Penn
the tract of land that became known as Pennsylvania.

For each property the board assesses in these
records, a short history of the tract is given, providing
a considerable amount of genealogical information
about the family or families who owned the land.
Those researching in Pennsylvania are indeed
fortunate to have such an informative record from
such an early date. Fortunately for those researchingin
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Virginia, many of their lines go back into the early
years of Penn’s colony. Although it would have been
helpful to provide and every name index, the original
surname index has been reproduced. db-r

&

The following books can be ordered from Genealogical
Publishing Company, Inc., 1001 North Calvert
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202; 800-296-6687;
www.genealogical.com. Please include $3.50 shipping
for the first item and $1.25 for each additional item.
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax; Michigan, 6%.

Earl Gregg Swem, Virginia Historical Index, 2 vols.
(1934, 1936, Reprint 2003) 1118 and 1181 pp;
perfect-bound; softcover; $175.

In truth this is not a review. It's a happy
announcement. The Virginia Historical Index, more
commonly and simply referred to as “Swem’s Index,” is
back! The last hardcover edition appeared in 1981. As
you probably know, it was first published by the
Virginia Historical Society in two volumes in 1934 and
1936 and remains “the” index for those researching
early Virginia. Itindexes the following serial
publications: The Virginia Magazine of History and
Biography, William and Mary College Quarterly Historical
Magazine, first and second series; Tyler's Quarterly
Historical and Genealogical Magazine; Virginia Historical
Register and Literary Advertiser; Lower Norfolk County
Virginia Antiquary; Hening’s Statutes at Large, and
Calendar of Virginia State Papers. Without exaggeration,
the entries in the index reflect every phase of life in
Virginia for more than three hundred years, with the
majority of the entries relating to the colonial era.

For those not familiar with “Swem’s Index,” it is
remarkably easy to use. Without exception, all entries
indicate the following information: volume number,
abbreviated title of the publication, and page number.
Full names of individuals appear, along with their
dates, profession, and titles, if known. While the index
is also currently available on CD-Rom, nothing, but
nothing feels quite as good as having a copy of Swem
on your shelf.

Final Rolls of Citizens and Freedmen of the Five
Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory and Index to the
Final Rolls of Citizens and Freedmen of the Five Civilized
Tribes in Indian Territory 2 vols. (1906; reprinted
2003) 635, 633 pp.; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $125.00.

The Dawes Commission was established in 1893 to
negotiate with the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws,
Creeks and Seminoles to abolish their tribal
government and provide for the allotment of land to
tribal members. The Commission, in order to
determine the proper distribution of the land, created
membership roles for each tribe. Applications for

Grayson County Mystery

In 1965 a log home was demolished
in Comers Rock, Virginia. Found in
between two of the logs was a wooden
shingle with the name J.J. Wilkerson and
the date 1776. There is no record of a
family by that name in Comers Rock in
Elk Creek Valley, Grayson County VA.
The logs were then used by Alvin and
Olive Scott Benkelman, Sr. to construct
a cabin facing a waterfall on Flagpond
Creek in the valley. Elk Creek valleyis a
high valley in the Appalachian Mts.
about 5Smiles wide and 40 miles long near
the N.C. boarder running east and west
instead of the normal north south of the
Appalachian chain. Until the building of
year round roads in the 1920s the valley
was somewhat isolated from the rest of
Virginia and many of the descendants of
the original settlers are still living there.
Some of these names are Scott, Hale,
Delp, Cox and Cornett but no
Wilkerson. I would be interested in
learning any additional info about the J.
J. Wilkerson family to include in the
history of Grayson Co. and Flag Pond
Cabin. Alvin Benlelman, Jr. at
benk1@erols.com.

enrollment were received from approximately 250,000
individuals, but the Final Rolls approved by the
Commission contained the names of 101,000—about
twenty-five percent of whom were full-blood. In 1907
the Commission published The Final Rolls of Citizens
and Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian
Territory taken from the original final rolls housed at
the National Archives (College Park). This volume
provides the name, age and sex of the individual as
well as the portion of Indian blood, the census card
number and the roll number. Each of the five tribes are
presented in a series of lists delineated by
relationships—blood, new born by blood, minor
citizens by blood, freedmen, by intermarriage, etc.
These names are indexed within each category in the
second volume; the index is keyed to the roll number.
The census cards to which the rolls are linked
frequently contain parents’ names and places of
residence and names of related enrollees such as
husband, wife, children. Since many of these
individuals were descendants of tribal members who
were removed from the Southeastern United States
and re-established in Indian Territory, southern
researchers will find this a valuable tool in establishing
Native American ancestry. bvl
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Archives Notes

In August 2002, the Library of

Virginia completed a lengthy process

of intense review and selection of a

new system for our library catalogs.

The system selected is produced by

Ex Libris, a worldwide supplier of software and related

services for libraries and information centers. The

company's flagship product, ALEPH, is a market leader

in the field of library automation for higher education

as well as for public, national, and research libraries,

consortia and national networks, and large

corporations. Other libraries using the Ex Libris system

include Harvard

University, MIT, Ohio State University, various

campuses of SUNY, and Virginia Commonwealth

University, as well as the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History.

Once operational, the new system will greatly
enhance the ability to search across Library collections
for information. For example, a patron can search the
printed book collection, the Archives catalog, and all
the databases created by the Digital Library Program at
one time. Search results can be sorted and saved.
Other features permit on-line registration and the
ability to check personal records for books checked out
or fines due. There are many more sophisticated and
powerful features that will bring the Library’s catalog to
the forefront of 21st century research institutions.

Library staff are currently involved with the
complex and detailed process of converting to the new
system. The first phase of the project s to focus on the
conversion and migration of our cataloging and
circulation data. The next phase over the summer
months will be to work on indexing, the design of a
new Web interface, testing and planning for training
for staff and the public. The conversion to the new
system is expected in October. Training sessions for
the public are being planned for twice a day during the
first month of operation, with a schedule for the
following months to be determined by patron response
and needs.

Several new or enhanced databases will be
available when the new system is operational. Indexes
to the Mutual Assurance Society declarations,
Dunmore’s War, Culpeper Classes, the Richmond
Enguirer and Richmond Visitor Obituary and Marriage
Index, Confederate Veteran Magazine Index, S. Bassett
French Biographical Sketches, Coat of Arms Index,
and Martin’s Gagetteer Index have been enhanced.
New indexes include the Robert E. Lee Confederate
Veterans Camp Applications, with links to application
images, and the Richmond Esthetic Survey & Historic
Building Survey, also with links to images. Two
partially-cataloged photographic catalogs and images
will be available, the Harry C. Mann Collection and
the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce Collection.

The staff is excited about the opportunities and
possibilities a new catalog system brings to research at
the Library of Virginia. Please be sure to come and
visit during October, in person or online, to see the
results of dedicated hard work by Library staff.

Conley Edwards
State Archivist

Quest

st Notice to subscribers. Queries

concerning ancestors submitted to

“Quest” may take either of two

forms. First, readers may request

explicit information on specific

individuals who should be clearly identified by place (county

or town, state) and by date (year only, please!). Second,

those interested in exchanging information on groups of

people of a similar surname may simply entitle their entry

“Exchange,” followed by the family name(s) of interest. In

either case, please follow the format in previous newsletters

and observe the following guidelines. Published queries will

be posted on the VGS web site for a period of one (1) year.

If you do not wish to have your query posted, please so
indicate at the time of submission.

Queries of fifty (50) words or less, excluding name and
address, will be published in the order in which they are
received. You may submit two (2) queries at a time. All
queries accepted for publication must be accompanied by the
submitter's membership number, which can be found on the
first line of the mailing label affixed to your VGS Newsletter
and Magazine of Virginia Genealogy or a $3.00 non-member fee
for each query. Submit all queries to Query Editor, 5001
;?\C’)ezs; Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230-

BRYAN: Seek ancs/desc of William H. Bryan, b ca
1804 in KY, poss s/o David Bryan of VA. He m
Elizabeth P. Clark in Lincoln Co, KY. Their son was
James Creary Bryan. Maggie Champion, PO Box
116, Wolcott, IN 47995. mandp523 @ffni.com.

CARTER: Seek info for Robert Carter, son Giles
Carter, and Thomas Carter who appear in
Cumberland Co, VA, records in 1760s, and later in
Mecklenburg Co, VA, records in Keiths Branch
area. Where did fam originate? George E. Newton,
3308 Guilford Place, Fayetteville, NC 28303.
910-867-8108.
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CONNALLY: Seek info for John S. Connally, m ca
1826 Marg. Walker in NC, came to VA, then moved
toMO. Joyce Vrchota, 7722 S. Natchez, Burbank,
IL 60459-1124.

GRUNDY/SELF: Seek info for Mary Grundy, d/o
Felix Grundy, w/2 of Henry Barnett; and Elizabeth
Self who m their son John Perry Barnett. Self fam
appears in Caroline and Northumberland cos.
Grundy fam had warehouses on James River ca
1600—17005 Wilma Phelan, 1519 Hunters Lake
Drive East, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221.

HILL: Seek male Hill desc to participate in DNA
study. Preliminary tests show Robert Hill and wife
Mary Webb who came to Isle of Wight Co, VA, ca
1642 are different line from William Hill the elder
(ca 1700-1787) and wife Susannah Smither(s).
Contact study coordinator at royhill@livingston.net.
Winifred Jacob, 5200 SW Colony Ct, Beaverton,
OR 97002. 503-643-6393.

KEELING: Seek info/evidence that George Keeling
m Ursula Fleming, poss 4th or 5th woman of this
name in the Fleming and Tarleton families of
colonial VA. Fleming may be desc from 2nd Earl of
Wigton of Scotland. When was this earldom sold?
Winifred Jacob, 5200 SW Colony Ct, Beaverton,
OR 97002. (503) 643-6393.

NEWTON: Seek info for John, Joseph, and William
Newton who appear in 1820 census for Buckingham
Co, VA, and Robert Burton Newton who appeats in
Cumberland Co, VA, records in the 1760s. Robert
Newton stated he was from Buckingham Co. Are
these fams connected or related? George E.
Newton, 3308 Guilford Place, Fayetteville, NC
28303. 910-867-8108.

PRICE: Seek info/par/sib for Williamson Epps Price,
b ca 1810 in Prince Edward Co, VA; d ca 1882 in
Obion Co, TN. He m Frances B (poss Burk or
Baker), b ca 1812 in Franklin Co, VA; d ca 1889 in
Obion Co, TN. His fath poss Samuel s/o Williamson
Price of Halifax Co, VA. John W. Barton, 105
Leake Avenue #25, Nashville, TN.

iwbarton(@comcast.net.

RHODES: Seek info/desc for Epaphraditus (ca
1666) and Hezekiah (ca 1733) Rhodes, who married
into the Marshall family and moved to MO. Who

are their ch? Joyce Vrchota, 7722 S. Natchez,
Burbank, IL 60459-1124.

VARIOUS: Seek info/ancs/desc for surnames Goodin,
Gumm, Heard, and Shackelford in Orange Co, VA,
Estes in Henry Co, VA; Stone in Franklin Co, VA;
Passmore, Holt, Cundiff, Edelin, Baldock, Powell,
and Scott. May include native American bloodlines
of Muscogee Creek, Cherokee, and Blackfoot.
Donna Dezern, 1245 Barefoot Trails, Greenwood,
IN 46142.

VARIOUS: Exchange info ca 1600-1700 for
Armstrong, Awbrey, Bishop (Davis), Blackstone,
Clayton, Cook/Cox, Dudley, Dunn, Gatewood,
Graves, Gregory, Hurt, Pendleton, Penn, Ransom,
Roberts (also Gloucester), Taylor, Young, Zachary,
in Lancaster/Rappahannoch/Richmond or Essex;
Higginbotham in Ambherst; Bond (Cumberland),
Hester, Page, Wash, \X/right in New Kent/Louisa;
Carter, Garrard, Travers in Lancaster/Stafford;
Durrett, Oliver, Winn in Orange. Dorothy Halzllp
Ward, 11030 SW 52™ Court, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
33328-4706.

VARIOUS: Exchange info ca 1700 for Anderson,
Dooley, Hampton, Lunenburg in Frederick; Douglas,
Hay, Smiley in Price Edward; Barnes, Barrow, Bragg,
Branch, Bridle, England, Hampton, Horton, Gale,
Green, Gregory, Grigg, Jordan, Kinnebrew, Kirby,
Moody, Neville, Norwood (Lygon), Tomlin, Turner,
Tyus, Williams in Isle of Wight/Southampton/Surry;
Haislip, Harris, Gibson, Lyle in
Bedford/Fairfax/Franklin; Curry, Foote, Foster,
Garretti in Loudown. Dorothy Haizlip Ward, 11030
SW 52 Court, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33328-4706.

Query Abbreviations
aft=after g=grand
ancs=ancestor(s) great grand
bef=before %%o =husband of
bp=birthplace info=information

=bom m=married
bro=>brother(s) ml, m2, etc.= married
bur=buried Ist, married 2nd...
ca=circa moth=mother
ch=child(ren) par—pa'rentis)
Co=county poss = possz
cos=counties prob=probably
=died sib=sibling(s)
dau=daughter sis= swterfs)
decd=deceased sfo=son of
desc descendant wid =widow
=death lace w/l, w2, etc.=wife
/o— ughter of one, wife two...
fam =family w/o=wife of
fath=father




Now Available from the Virginia Genealogical Society

Charlotte County, Virginia, 18161850,
Marriage Bonds and Ministers’ Returns

(with additions to marriages, 1764-1815)

compiled and edited by Joanne Lovelace Nance

Published in 1987 by N. W. Lapin Press viii, 176 pp.; 8%z x 11, paper, presented alphabetically by name of
the groom, indexes to brides and sureties and witnesses. Cost is $20.00.

Please add postage and handling costs on all orders as follows: $4.00 for the first item, and $1.00 for each
additional item ordered. Virginia residents add 4.5% sales tax; society members receive a 20% discount.

Order from
Virginia Genealogical Society

5001 West Broad Street, Suite 115
Richmond, VA 23230-3023

The Virginia Genealogical Society i
5001 W Broad St #115 NOU.Q%%FSF{'A?SEGN'
Richmond VA 23230-3023 PAID

Richmond, Virginia
ISSN 1084-5852 Permit No. 1225

Address Service Requested





