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Virginia Estates, Volume 3

Wesley E. Pippenger, editor, Index to Virginia Estates, 1800-1865, Volume 3: Counties of Bland, Buchanan,
Carroll, Craig, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Henry, Lee, Montgomery, Patrick, Pulaski, Roanoke,
Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise and Wythe (2002), xxxiii, 683 pp.; Smyth-sewn; hardcover;
$40 ($32 members) plus $4 shipping ($1 each additional copy), from the Society. Va. residents add 4.5% sales

fax.

Imagine having 41,000 records in one index and 4,602 of them references to wills in the southwest part of
Virginia. And even more helpful are the more than 3,800 guardianship bonds, and 295 military records
appearing in Pippenger's third volume of this projected ten-volume series. This is a book to buy without
question, and not just for Virginians looking for their ancestors, but for those in Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee,
Missouri, Texas and other such places where the only reference to birthplace of their ancestors is “in Virginia.”
Ataglance, the alphabetical arrangement tells the researcher if the name appears and exactly in which county,
in which book and on which page.

The front matter provides information on the twenty-two counties, abbreviations used in the text, and a map
showing the special area of the state covered by the text. However, two of the counties (Buchanan and
Dickenson) researched have no records available for this time period. Also, the map displays geographic
regions in the northwest part of Virginia, whose records do not appear in the book, but have appeared in
volumes 1 and 2.

A name is entered in the index each time a different record appears. For example, a Peter Etter had a will
dated 1811 in Wythe County. Another Peter had a will in 1840, and two other entries for Peter Etter appear
as an inventory in 1841 and a settlement in 1847, also in the same county. A researcher interested in the name
McGavock will find it only in Wythe County with 34 entries, several of them guardians' accounts. Pippenger

was also careful to include information about those individuals with no surnames, usually colored, Negro or
mulatto, making it much easier for those searching in this difficult time period. Rarely does he misinterpret
the spelling of the name although Hornshell should read Hounshell, and Croseclose should read Groseclose.
Working as he did from microfilm copies, this is certainly understandable.

The name Simmerman appears thirty times in Wythe County estates whereas the alternate spelling for the
name is indexed under Zimmerman and appears only in Washington County. A practiced researcher will know
to check all alternate spellings of any name they are seeking. More than 170 entries appear for the
Harman/Harmon families but in only nine of the twenty counties: Wythe, Tazewell, Bland, Giles, Montgomery,
Floyd, Smyth, Carroll and Grayson. On the other hand, Quesenberry, with its various spellings, only appears
in two counties: Floyd and Carroll.

Every entry appearing in the will books for this region appears in the index. As a result, we find the usual wills,
inventories, appraisals and settlements and such unusual features as trust deeds, bonds of all kinds (more than
3,600 in all), inquests for dams and grist mills to be erected, lunacy records, the appointment of constables,
receipts, powers of attorney, petitions, plats, and slaves hired out, emancipated or sold, to name a few.
Occasionally, a reference mentioned another county or state, or a military rank or regiment. In addition, some
chancery files had wills filed with the cases and, if known, they are also included.

Pippenger has done a great service for the genealogy community and researchers will thank him for saving
them many hours of work trying to trace a certain family name in southwest Virginia. He promises later
volumes and eventually one which will include additions and corrections from all previous publications. Thank
you Wes.

Mary B. Kegley

22. Richmond County, Virginia, Order Book 3, p. 25. Westmoreland County, Virginia, Order Book,
129. 1705-1721.

23. Westmoreland County, Virginia, Order Book, 26. Westmoreland County, Virginia, Order Book,
1690-1698, p. 73. 1705-1707, pp. 18a., 29.

24. Spancill is an archaic term for hobbling.
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Genealogy Scam
Dick Eastman

The following is an extract from an e-mail that I received recently:

Ireceived the below e-mail, and several other subsequent ones from the outfit indicated. I'mailed
them a check in the amount of $49.99 per their request and have not heard a word from them since
despite several attempts on my part to get in touch with them. E-mail to them bounces as fast as I can
send it. I wonder if you would be interested in warning others who might be tempted to join this
online library of genealogical information?

The message that was attached is a typical “spam mail” that glowingly describes a Web site. It says, in part:

We need to announce this is the final offer we have available to receive the extended referral offer
to you for a Free 5 Day Trial to our online genealogy research library located at:
http://www.genseekers.com. We also have an extra 25% off for genealogists joining through Mail
Order or Online Check located at: http://www.genseekers.com/specialoffer.htm

Sadly, I receive many such messages about so-called genealogy “services” that take your money and then
either disappear or else seem to deliver goods that are much less than the mental image painted by the
advertisements. What these ads don't tell you is that the “online research library” being offered is, in fact, the
World Wide Web! Each such “service” provides a simple gateway that leads you to publicly available Web
pages, the same Web pages that you can read right now for free. You pay $30 or $50 or more to access a set
of menus that, in turn, point you to free Web pages. You can obtain the same information from most any free
search engine or from Cyndi’s List, also free of charge.

GenSeekers is but one of a number of similar Web sites that have appeared recently. I don't know if all
these Web sites are owned by the same person or not, but they all share the same modus operandi. They send
tens of thousands of e-mail messages to genealogists, claiming to offer access to an “online research library
[that] can save you time and money by featuring a simple point and click interface allowing you to easily find
the genealogical data you are looking for in seconds.” GenSeekers.com is the latest name used. In times past,
I have written about other similar Web sites, including FamilyDiscovery.com, Genealogy-Developments.com,
GenLocator.com and Genealogy-Express.com. [ am sure there are others, and I'm also sure we will see even
more such sites in the future. Many of the sites mentioned have disappeared after the word got out.
Complaints often get fed to the companies that host the Web pages. A hosting service typically will shut down
the Web pages after receiving numerous complaints; however, within a few days, a new “business” with a
slightly different name appears at a new address, hosted by a different Web hosting service. The “services”
provided by the new Web site are always similar to those of the now-defunct Web site.

Luckily, it is easy to find the Web sites with poor reputations. If you receive a suspicious-sounding offer,
my first suggestion is to go to the home page for these newsletters on Ancestry.com at
http://www.ancestry.com/library/view/columns/eastman/eastman.asp. Enter the word "scam" (without the
quote marks) into the box labeled "Search The Library."” This will find all the articles that I have written that
contain this word, along with more articles by other authors. Next, go to any of the better search engines and
search for the name of the company or Web site in question. You will find many references to that company
and usually can find comments about good and bad experiences alike. Bad experiences are usually prominent
in the search engine listings.

[Eastman continued the following week:]In last week's newsletter, . . . I wrote about a genealogy scam
operation being shut down. I stated, “GenealogyExperts.com is simply the latest name used, but I am sure new
names will pop up in future ‘offers.” The operator of GenealogyExperts.com wasted no time in making my
prediction come true. Within days he changed the name from “.com” to “.net” and resurfaced as
GenealogyExperts.net. The “business” appeared to be the same; tens of thousands of spam mail messages were
sent, each proclaiming to offer access to billions of genealogy records for a payment of $59.95.

Newsletter reader Debbie Mieszala read last week’s article and also received the spam mail messages.
Having decided to track the culprit(s) down, she studied the e-mail headers closely. Debbie noted that the
mail seemed to originate in a University of Iowa e-mail server. Debbie contacted the University of Iowa
regarding the genealogyexperts.com/net e-mails. . . .The Director of Campus Communications at the
University of Jowa later sent an e-mail to Debbie Mieszala, saying, “Well, unfortunately, the spam you alerted
us about did originate here in one of lowa’s residence hall rooms. The student involved is traveling the
disciplinary road now. Many thousands of messages were sent, apparently, and we have since received more
complaints. Thank you for taking the time to let us know about this violation of our policies.” Good going,
Debbie! Thanks to your actions, a scam artist has been put out of action and the authorities are dealing with
it. The above articles are from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter 15 September 2002 and 20 October 2002 and are copyrighted
2002 by Richard W. Eastman and are re-printed here with the permission of the author.
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27. Westmoreland County Will Book 7, pp. 22-23,
will written 3 December 1715, probated July 1720.

28. Lancaster County, Virginia, Order Book 6, pp.
94, 283.

29. Northern Neck Historical Magazine, vol.22, pp.
200-223.

30. A horse with testicles as opposed to a gelding.

31. William and Mary College Quarterly, series 1, 27:
(July 1918): 28-33.

32. Lawrence Washington (son of Col. John Wash-
ington) had bequeathed this velvet pulpit doth to Maddox
church in Washington Parish in his will which was proved
in 1698. The register of this church was given to his
children by a parishioner after the disestablishment and
the pages were cut up for paper dolls.

33. Westmoreland County Order Book, 1705-1721,
p. 270.

34. Douglas S. Freeman, George Washington, vol. 1
(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1948).

35. Richmond County, Virginia, Court Re cord Book,
1710-1754, p. 48.

36. Westmoreland County, Virginia, Order Book 15,
p. 37.

VGS News Items &

Announcements

The Society wishes to welcome the following new
members:

J. H. Alexander, Jr., Memphis, Tenn.

John W. Barton, Nashville, Tenn.

Kate Cottrell, Palmyra, N. J.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Henshaw, Buckingham, Va.
Bob Niehaus, Earlysville, Va.

David and Barbara Riel, Staunton, Va.
Kenneth R. Shade, Charlottesville, Va.

Jean W. Strong, Sylvania, Ohio

Mrs. J. D. Thomas, Lexington, Ill.

Anna L. Wagner, San Mateo, CA

LIFE MEMBER

Nancy T. Upshaw, Reston, Va.

In Memoriam

Nancy Chappelear Baird
25 November 1918 — 3 November 2002

An appreciation for genealogy started early for Nancy Chappelear Baird. In a sense you could say she came
by it naturally. She was the daughter of Nannie Coles Binford and George Warren Chappelear. While her
mother’s ancestry can be traced to the Randolphs of Virginia, her father was the avid researcher in the family.
As a child Nancy and her younger sister, Georgina, accompanied their father to more courthouses that they
could easily remember. While he collaborated with Peter Cline Kaylor and contributed to the enduring
success of Abstracts of Land Grant Surveys, 1761-1791, which has most recently been reprinted by
Genealogical Publishing Company in 1984, her father’s own research led to the publication of volumes on the
Barret, Chappelear and Leake families. Nancy’s list of publications is even more impressive. Between 1964
and 2000, the publications of Nancy Chappelear Baird have included: Abstracts of Louisa County, Virginia,
Will Books, 1743-1801; Early Fauquier County, Virginia, Marriage Bonds, 1759-1854; Hanover County, Virginia,
1810 and 1820 Census Records; Parish Register, Bruton and Middleton Parishs, James City County, Virginia, 1662-
1797; as well as the carefully edited Journals of Amanda Virginia Edmonds: Lass of the Mosby Confederacy, 1859-
1867. Her most widely referenced publication, which was reprinted by Heritage Books, Inc. in 2000, is,
however, undoubtedly Fauquier County, Virginia, Tombstone Inscriptions.

In addition to her lifelong interest in genealogy, Nancy Chappelear Baird will also be remembered for her
abiding generosity and enthusiasm for life. She gave of both her time and resources to the Virginia Historical
Society, the Virginia Genealogical Society, and the Virginia State Mental Health Board. Both she and her
husband of thirty-six years, Alvin Voris Baird, also generously supported several of Virginia’s institutions of
higher education and the Virginia Mennonite Retirement Community. She was a woman of great charm and
many interests. All who knew her will miss her caring nature, her lively interest in Virginia history, and her
infectious smile.

Dorothy A. Boyd-Rush, Ph.D.
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PATRON
Barbara A. Garrett, Midlothian, Va.
DECEASED

Roy L. Bennett, Portland, Ore.

Ruth Anne M. Brooks, Richmond, Va.
Pierre DuPont, Southern Pines, N. C.
Sallie C. McClintock, Wilmington, N. C.

The Society wishes to acknowledge with gratitude
tecent contributions to the Virginia Records
Fund from the following:

Jean Smidt, Darien, IIL.,

Mimi Jo Hill Butler, Tate, Ga.

Karen G. Cooper, Woodstock, Va., in memory of
Rebecca Good

Charles Vernon Kinman, Covington, Ky.

Patricia Lockwood, Burlington, W. Va,

Paula Solar, Huntington, W. Va.

Nancy T. Upshaw, Reston, Va., in memory of

William Wallace Phillips

Katherine S. West, Albuquerque, N. M.

The Society wishes to acknowledge with gratitude
recent contributions to the Special Projects
Fund from the following:

Dorothy B. Ingham, Clarksville, Va., in memory of
my mother Corinne Turnstall Bremerman

Nancy T. Upshaw, Reston, Va., in memory of
William Wallace Phillips

The Society wishes to acknowledge with

gratitude recent contributions to the Stern /

NARA Fund from the following:

Mimi Jo Hill Butler, Tate, Ga.

Nancy T. Upshaw, Reston, Va., in memory of
William Wallace Phillips

Katherine S. West, Albuquerque, N. M.

Quest

Notice to subscribers. Queries Q\

concerning ancestors submitted to ‘%\\

“Quest” may take either of two
forms. First, readers may request

explicit information on specific individuals who should
be clearly identified by place (county or town, state)
and by date (year only, please!). Second, those
interested in exchanging information on groups of
people of a similar surname may simply entitle their
entry “Exchange,” followed by the family name(s) of

interest. In either case, please follow the format in
previous newsletters and observe the following
guidelines. Published queries will be posted on the
VGS web site for a period of one (1) year. If you do not
wish to have your query posted, please so indicate at
the time of submission.

Queries of fifty (50) words or less, excluding name and
address, will be published in the order in which they
are received. You may submit two (2) queries at a time.
All queries accepted for publication must be
accompanied by the submitter's membership number,
which can be found on the first line of the mailing label
affixed to your VGS Newsletter and Magazine of Virginia
Genealogy or a $3.00 non-member fee for each query.
Submit all queries to Query Editor, 5001 West Broad
Street, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230-3023.

BINS: Trying to locate par of John Gill Watt Binns, b
Jul 1816 in Leesburg, Loudoun Co, VA; d Oct 1894 in
Twin Twp, Ross Co, OH. Charles Binns, 941 North
8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220.3321.
cbinns26@lakefield.net.

DAWSON: African-American seeks ancs of fam
members who migrated from VA ca 1875-1885. Mary
Emma Dawson, b 1859 Louisa Co, VA, d/o John
Dawson and Elvira Keys. Josephine C. Keys, b 1861 in
Spotsylvania Co, VA, d/o Austin Keys and Elvira
Dawson, m 1881 Zaccariah Clark. Links to Connor,
Crutchfield, Pendleton, Reynolds, Winston fam.
Edwina M. DeCreny, 195 Willoughby Avenue
#112, Brooklyn, New York 11205.

FERGUS: Seek desc of Francis Fergus, b 1752 in Co
Tyrone, Ireland, d 1841. In Rev War 1776-1778 in
PA. Lived in  Augusta Co, VA, 1787-1790;
Rockbridge Co, VA, 1790-1802; Montgomery Co,
VA, 1802-bef 1830. He m Mary McCormick aft 1782.
Will answer all and exchange. Cynthia N. Russell,
6113 Edmar Drive, Traverse City, MI 49686.
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/
~fergusfamilyworldwide/index.html.
crussell@traversecity.com.

HALL: Seek info for John Hall Jr who served with
Capt. Parker in Rev War. He was b in VA and d 27
Sep 1817 in VA. His wid was Elizabeth Foster. They
were the par of Nancy Hall who m Benjamin C.
Lovelace. Judge Edward E Butler Sr, 8830 Cross
Mountain Trail, San Antonio, TX 78255-2011.
judge58@aol.com.

HARRISON: Seek par/sib/ancs of Robert Monroe
Harrison, b 1770 in Fairfax Co, VA; d 1858 in
Kingston, Jamaica, m 1807 Margaret, maiden name
poss Grosett. He was Lieutenant in US Navy, US
Consul to Jamaica 1831-58, Lieutenant Colonel in
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militia, poss illegitimate s/o of Robert Hanson
Harrison, and alleged cousin of President William
Henry Harrison. Derrick Phillips, 112 Downs Road,
Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 1AE, England.

dpjphillips@yahoo.co.uk.

HARRISON: Seek info/par/sib/ancs for Margaret,
maiden name poss Grosett, b 1787. She m 1807 in
Sweden, d 1857 in Kingston Jamaica, w/o Robert
Monroe Harrison US Consul to Jamaica. She was ward
of Swedish Minister of State Count Fersien, and
related to British Admiral J.L. Duckworth. Derrick
Phillips, 112 Downs Road, Coulsdon, Surrey CR5
1AE, England. dpjphillips@yahoo.co.uk.

HENDERSON: Seek info for Ursula Henderson, b ca
1710-1715. She m1 10 Oct 1732 Daniel Williams,
poss in New Kent Co, VA. He was b 1710 in VA, d
1759 in NC, left will in Granville Co, NC. She m2
Joseph Reed in Granville Co, NC. Where did she die?
Were her par Thomas Henderson and Ursula Keeling
of New Kent Co, VA! Was her bro Thomas
Henderson, husband of Tressie
(Tressel/Gressel/Gissel)? Their dau Ursula b 23 Feb
1730. Winifred Jacob, 5200 SW Colony Court,
Beaverton, OR 97005. 503-643-6393.

LOVELACE/LOVELESS: Seek info for Elias
Lovelace, b ca 1765 prob in Charles Co, MD, s/o
Samuel Loveless (b ca 1745) and wife Nancy Jane. He
migrated to Prince William Co, VA, by 1782. His wife
may have been named Cox. They were par of Samuel
R. Loveless, b ca 1784-1789, m 1805 Charity Cross in
Orange Co, NC. Judge Edward E Butler Sr, 8830
Cross Mountain Trail, San Antonio, TX 78255-
2011.

judge58@aol.com

McCORMICK: Seek ancs/sib/desc of Mary
McCormick, b aft 1765, d 20 Aug 1820, m Francis
Fergus aft 1782 in PA. Who were Mary's par/sib?
Where was she born? Where is she buried? Will answer
all and exchange. Cynthia N. Russell, 6113 Edmar
Drive, Traverse City, MI 49686.
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~fergus
familyworldwide/index.htmcrus.
crussell@traversecity.com.

MONTAGUE: Exchange info with researchers and
desc of Peter Montague of Jamestown, VA (1621).
Currently have over 10,200 authoritatively sourced
and cited for publication in late 2003. Also seeking 15-
20 male descendants of Peter Montague to develop a
halotype based on the Y-line chromosome. Robert V.
Montague, 2500 Cypress Point Circle, Navarre, FL
32566. robert.montague@mchsi.com.

TATUM: Seek pat/sib of John D. Tatum, b ca 1849/50
in Prince George Co, VA; Attended College of
William and Mary aft Civil War. Moved west to
Carroll Co, MO, with uncle, a Mr. Heath. Possible
connection to Moore and Hartwell fam. Will answer
and exchange. Carolyn Tatum Everly, 13121
Willamette Street, Westminster, CA 92683.

THOMAS: Seek info for ancs/desc of Lewis/Louis
Thomas, b 1818 in Washington Co, s/o Lewis and
Sarah Thomas. He m Margaret, b 1824. Their ch:
Rhoda, b 1838; Dicy A., b 1842; Jemina, b 1841; Susan
J., b 1845; Charles, b 1847; Lenory Catherine, b 13
Mar 1850; Helen, b 1852; Salina, b 1854; Edward
Michael, b Dec 1859; James Wesley, b 1869. Charles
Thomas m Elender Hughes. Their ch Simpson
Thomas, b 23 Dec 1871. Some of the fam moved to
Bell Co, KY around Middlesboro in the early 1900s.
Working on Thomas web site for the summer of 2003.
Will share info with anyone working on the line. Mrs.
James D. Thomas, 103 West Chestnut Street,
Lexington, IL 61753. 309 365-7791.

TYSON: Seek info for Nathaniel Tyson et al who were
in Northampton Co, VA from middle to late 1700’s.
Were they related to John and Susannika Tyson et al
who where in same co in late 1600’s? Tyson Ashlock,
609 Encino Place NE #503, Albuquerque, NM
87102-2615.

WATTERTON: Have two photos of Watterton
family. One of Annie Watterton; another of 1928
family gathering of seven children, six identified as
Effie, Annie, Ramone, Milton, Doris, and Pearl. Photos
were mailed from Hampton, VA to my Aunt Minna.
Would love to reunite photos with the family. Sandra
Thompson, 3226 West Crown Point Boulevard,
Naples, FL 34122. 63645.

Query Abbreviations
aft=after g=grand
ancs=ancestor(s) =great grand
ef=before ﬁ%o =husband of
bp=Dbirthplace info=information
b=bom m=marred
bro=brother(s) ml, m2, etc.= married
bur=buried Ist, married 2nd. ..
ca=circa moth=mother
ch=child(ren) par=parent is)
Co=county poss=possib
cos=counties prob= 'robagly
d=died sib=sibling(s)
dau=daughter sis=sister(s)
decd=deceased slo=son of
desc =descendant wid=widow

gp =death place
Jo=daughter o
fam=family

fath=father

w/l, w/2, etc.=wife
one, wife two...
w/o=wife of




Now AVAILABLE

The Virginia Genealogical Society’s
Index to Virginia Estates, 1800-1865, Volume 3: Counties of

Bland, Buchanan, Carroll, Craig, Dickenson, Floyd,
Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Henry, Lee, Montgomery,
Patrick, Pulaski, Roanoke, Russell, Scott, Smyth,
Tazewell, Washington, Wise and Wythe

by Wesley E. Pippenger, CG

This is the third volume in the Virginia estate series which will cover the entire state. Each volume
contains a list of all estate records found in the city or county will books. The primary source of the
information is the Library of Virginia’s microfilm; however, where will books are missing, other
estate records may be identified and used including, when feasible, both original and unrecorded
wills. Volume 3 contains over 650 pages.

Cost is $40.00. Members $32.00. Shipping is $4.00. Virginia residents please include 4.5% sales tax.
Order from VGS, 5001 West Broad St., Ste. 115, Richmond, VA 23230-3032.
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