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Recently Published Books

Some Descendants of Samuel Davis I of Isle of
Wight County, Virginia, edited by Richard R.
Deitz, is Volume 4 in the series, and is available
in either print or CD-ROM editions. If
interested, please contact the editor by
telephone at 626-309-0764, by email at
rdeitz@gwest.org, or by mail at 10512 Lower
Azusa Road, PMB 162, El Monte, CA 91731-
1209

The Botetourt County Historical Society will be
reprinting Buchanan, Virginia: Gateway to the
Southwest in a memorial edition honoring its
author Harry Fulwiler, Jr. The cost will be
$55.00 For orders placed prior to August 31,
2002, plus $10.00 shipping and handling if not
picked up at the Botecourt County Historical
Museum in Fincastle. After September 1, 2002,
the cost will be $65.00 plus shipping and
handling. If interested, please contact the
Botecourt County Historical Society by
telephone at 540-473-3713, by email at
ehonts@aol.com, or by mail at P.O. Box 468,
Fincastle, VA 24090.

familiar with Clayton Torrence's Virginia Wills and
Administrations, 1632—1800, first printed in 1930, will
find this work by Magruder a close comparison. The
subject work is an index to all the colonial wills of
Maryland up to the point when that state's Prerogative
Court was disestablished in 1777. Maryland documents
were typically filed with the local court as well as being
copied at Annapolis—thus two copies survive of many
items. Magruder's data is indexed from will books 1
through 41 from the old land office in Annapolis, now
on file at the state archives. Alphabetical entries
provide date of will, name of testator, county of filing,
and book and page number reference.

Unlike Torrence's work, Magruder lists almost
entirely wills and gives location of book and page
number where the original document may be found.
Researchers may find that using this work allows quick
reference to more lengthy will abstracts that are found
in a 16-volume series, Maryland Calendar of Wills,
begun by Jane Baldwin Cotton (and Roberta Bolling
Hentry), volumes 1 through 8, and continued up to
1777 as published by Willow Bend Books and Family
ine Publications of Westminster, Maryland.

This important work is a must for any Maryland
researcher and is, quite frankly, the starting point for
early Maryland estate questions. wep

The following books can be ordered from Clearfield
Company, Inc., 200 E. Eager St., Baltimore, MD
21202; 410-625-9004; http://www.genealogical.com.

Please include $3.50 shipping for the first item, $1.50
each additional item; Md. residents add 5% sales tax.

Richard Dunn, editor, Warwick County, Virginia:
Colonial Court Records in Transcription (2000) 655 pp.;
every name index; perfect-bound; softcover; $49.95.
In 1952 Warwick County merged with the city of
Warwick, thus bringing to an end one of the Virginia
Colony’s original shires. While created in 1634, the
early records of Warwick have never been
systematically transcribed — until now. Working with
the Jones House Association of Williamsburg, Virginia,
Mr. Dunn has finally made the scattered and often
crumbling records of Warwick County accessible for
the first time. Organizing his transcription on the basis
of the repositories which have portions of Warwick’s
records as part of their permanent collection and
thereafter in chronological order, the records are
mainly court order, record and minute books along
with other materials which are difficult to categorize,
i.e., cattle account books. The repositories with
Warwick holdings include: Virginia Historical Society;
Rosenbach Museum and Library; Newport News
Archives, Virginia War Museum; Swem Library, The
College of William and Mary; The Library of Virginia;
and the Huntington Library. db-r

J. G. Rosengarten, French Colonists and Exiles in the
United States (1907, reprint; 2002) 209 pp.; index; two
appendices; bibliography not alphabetized; perfect-
bound; softcover; $19.95.

Rosengarten’s book seems to focus on giving the
reader a list of names that were known to be of French
origin and the location of the French settlements in
North America. Of primary interest to the reader,
however, is the list of French place names and the
extensive bibliography listing primarily personal papers
and diaries. Other than a brief summary of the location
of a French settlement, and a long list of French
surnames found at that settlement, there is very little
if any genealogical value. The author identifies French
soldiers, Huguenots, travelers, royalist and Bonapartist
exiles by name and location. While this may appear to
be useful to some researchers, as with many books
published in the early 20" century, not all of the
information is historically accurate and further
research is needed. eh

Benjamin E Van Meter, Genealogies and Sketches of
Some Old Families Who Have Taken a Prominent Part in
the Development of Virginia and Kentucky Especially, and
Later of Many Other States of this Union (1901, Reprint
2000) 183 pp.; illus; no index; perfect-bound;
softcover; $25.00.

Drawing from the index at the beginning of the
book, the following families are well represented in this
reprint: Allan, Bigelow, Bruce, Campbell, Clay,
Cunningham, Field, Garrard, Hall, Hamilton, Hanna,
Harness, Harrison, Hockaday, Holloway, Hull,
Johnson, Johnston, Kleiser, Lewis, McNeill, Moore,
Nicholas, Payne, Petit, Prewitt, Rodes, Smith,
Stonestreet, Swoope, Van Meter, West, Wetherill,
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Amelia County Road Orders 1735-17563

At its creation in 1735 from portions of Prince George County and Brunswick County, Amelia
County extended through a sizable portion of central Southside Virginia. Stretching from its eastern border
with what is now Dinwiddie County westward to the vicinity of Lynchburg, and bounded on the north by the
Appomattox River and on the south by the dividing ridge between the Appomattox and Roanoke river

systems, Amelia at its greatest extent included the modern counties of Amelia, Nottoway, and Prince Edward

r

along with a portion of Appomattox County. The transportation-related court records (“road orders”)
contained in this volume cover the period from the creation of Amelia County to the creation of Prince
Edward County from the western half of Amelia in 1754. As such, these road orders are the principal extant
evidence concerning the early development of transportation routes over a large portion of the central

Southside of Virginia.

Amelia County Road Orders 1735-1753 marks the twentieth entry in the Virginia Transportation
Research Council’s Historic Roads of Virginia series. As with other volumes in this series, this publication
contains full transcriptions of the county road court orders (including the names of the individuals who
petitioned for roads and the “labouring male tithables” who cleared them), plus a full index (including
personal names, geologic features, churches, land features, mills, and roads). Amelia County Road Orders
1735-1753 expands the coverage of early Southside Virginia transportation records begun in the previously-
published Brunswick County Road Orders 1732—1749, and Lunenburg County Road Orders 1746—1764.

Ameilia County Road Orders can be ordered by sending a check for $18.50 (Va. residents add 4.5%
sales tax) to Historic Roads of Virginia, Virginia Transportation Research Council, 530 Edgemont Rd.,

Charlottesville, VA 22903.

Williams, Willis, Wright and Yerkes. The merits of
Van Meter’s work are certainly still appreciated. It is,
however, unfortunate that no index is provided to
enable modern researchers more easily to mine the
riches of the text. It is short-sighted to say the least.

db-r

Samuel Kercheval, A History of the Valley of Virginia
(1909; reprint, 2002) xxx, 403 pp.; no index; perfect-
bound; softcover; $31.50.

In the tradition of histories of the period, this one is
replete with stories from the attack on Rice’s fort to
Washington’s Masonic Cave. Readers may learn about
a “Cow with Six Legs” as well as about firechunting,
house warmings, the morals and medicines of the time,
dress, witchcraft and silk culture. A number of points
of interest—Natural Bridge, New Creek Gap, the
Royal Oak, Sopsis Knob, Harrison’s Cave, Cook’s Fort
and Weyer’s Cave—are described. Indians and Indian
attacks, captives and escapes play a prominent part in
the stories. While there are few references to specific
families, there is much about what life was like.  bvl

Marguerite du Pont Lee, Virginia Ghosts, (reprint;
2002) xii, 255 pp.; illus., index, perfect-bound,
softcover; $24.95.

First published by The William Byrd Press in 1930,
most readers are familiar with the 1966 revision copy
that is readily available on the secondary market, and
of which this is another reprint. The author,
Marguerite du Pont, was a daughter of Eleuthere
Irénée and Charlotte Henderson du Pont, and she
married Cazenove Lee. After her husband's death in
1912, she found social life empty and unsatisfying; thus
she turned to compiling stories from her vast
correspondence, personal visits and experiences.

Having been born into an “established” family, the
author was exposed to many social customs and
humanitarian norms that have since disappeared. As a
great student of psychic phenomena, Lee's interests
resulted in this popular and timeless collection.
Charmingly written and illustrated throughout, most
of the tales (like the encounter of Warner Taliaferro of
Belle Ville in Gloucester County with the spirit of his
neighbor, Mrs. Tabb, on the night of her death) deal
with ghosts sited at the venerable homesteads that
proliferate in Virginia. This revised edition is sorted by
geographic area, and features tales from the regions of
Alexandria, Fredericksburg, Tidewater, Richmond, the
Piedmont, the Shenandoah Valley, Southside, the
Eastern Shore, Southwest Virginia, and West Virginia.
It has been remarked that many of the ghost stories
concern early Virginians who materialize on the family
trees of Virginia researchers. The tales give unique
insight into old Virginia houses and families, and
represent folklore quickly disappearing from our
present culture. Each account is tantalizing and the
whole lot makes for great reading while one is tucked
under the covers. wep

&

Thomas ]. Wertenbaker. Virginia Under the Stuarts
(1914; reprint 2002) 271 pp.; index; perfect-bound;
softcover; $25.00. Order from Willow Bend Books,
65 East Main Street, Westminster, MD 21157-
5026.

Wertenbaker presents a new (1914) perspective on
Virginia history from 1607 to 1688 relying for the most
part on original records. King’s compilations on the
Virginia Company records were not available at this
point; consequently, his major source for this period
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was the works of Alexander Brown. Papers from the
British Public Record Office served as the basis for the
chapter on Governor Harvey. Basic sources for the first
administration of Sir William Berkeley and the
Commonwealth period were extant Virginia
records—primarily Hening’s statutes. The remaining
chapters again rely heavily upon the records of the
British Public Record Office. Besides a concise history
of the period, we are treated to one which increases our
awareness of original records. bvl

Computer Corner

Tidewater Virginia Families Complete
Name Indexes, Volumes 1-10
(2002) CD-Rom; $25.00. Order
from Tidewater Virginia
Families, 316 Littletown

Quarter, Williamsburg,

VA 23185-5519. Please
include $5.00 shipping.

Windows 95 or above; CD-Rom drive; Adobe Acrobat
Reader (installable copy on CD).

For computer novices who do not have autorun
enabled, accessing the information on this CD might
be a little difficult. However, if you have autorun
enabled (the program opens when you put the CD in
the drive), the instructions which come up are simple
and easy to follow.

Each individual index for the first ten volumes (four
per volume) of Tidewater Virginia Families is listed in
chronological order. These indexes are name only
indexes. Over 500,000 names are listed in the 409
pages of index attesting to the name-rich information
the compiler presents in her periodical.

Anyone who has taken the time to search through
40 individual issues, will attest to the value of having
this CD. Using the Adobe Acrobat Reader’s search
function, one can quickly scroll from name to name
note the issue and page number which appears in red
at the bottom of each page and move on to the next
occurrence of the name. Given the wealth of
information available in these issues on Virginia’s
Tidewater counties, researchers will welcome this
enhancement. bvl

Recent VHS Accessions

The following are available from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Saturday at the Virginia Historical Society,

428 North Boulevard, Richmond, Virginia. All materials
must be used at the library. The daily admission charge for
non-members is $4.00 The Society’s online catalog (which
only includes those items cataloged since 1 September 1998)
is available at www.vahistorical.org

The Society reports the following recently accessioned
manuscript collections:

Papers, 1833-1925, of the Wimbish family of Halifax
County primarily consisting of correspondence and
legal and financial records concerning mercantile
operations in that area.

Commonplace book, 18491862 of James Henry Fitts
of Warren County, N. C. and Mecklenburg County,
Va., primarily concerning agricultural operations and
including lists of slaves and slave birth and death
register.

Papers, 1856-1897, of Doctor Warner Washington of
Caroline and Westmoreland counties, primarily
concerning his service with the Confederate States
Army, postwar farming, financial, and family
activities, and his medical practice.

Letter, 1863 October 26, of Henry E Gladding of the
4™ Rhode Island Volunteers concerning the

execution of Doctor David Minton Wright in
Norfolk.

Papers, 1895-1920, of Isabel Louse (Ball) Baker of
Northumberland County largely concerning family
affairs in Virginia.

Records, 1929-1993, of the Richmond Stamp Club
concerning club operations, officers, exhibitions and
publications.

Papers, 1930-2000, of the late Sydney and Mrs.
Frances A. Lewis of Richmond, primarily concerning
their involvement as patrons in the contemporary art
scene and their philanthropic activities throughout
Virginia.

Papers, 1937-1960, of John Frances Poulton while
serving with the 27® Battalion Seabees of the United
States Navy, primarily consisting of his World War
Il correspondence with his wife Jane (Weaver)
Poulton, student and office worker in Richmond,
and his mother, Elizabeth (Macatee) Poulton, an
employee of Hollins College, Roanoke.

Papers, 1946-1994, of Doctor Edgar J. Fisher, Jr., as
director of the Virginia Council on Health and
Medical Care, primarily concerning the recruitment
of physicians for underserved areas of rural Virginia.

Records, 1957-1999, of Best Products Company, Inc.,
of Richmond, the catalog/showroom retailer founded
by Sydney and Frances Lewis, concerning its
organization, operations, and various mergers and
acquisitions, and eventual bankruptcy.
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Election campaign materials, 1957-2001, compiled by
Ruth Ann Brooks of Richmond concerning various
candidates for state, local and national offices.

Papers, 1968, of Justice George Moffett Cochran of
Staunton compiled while serving on the Virginia
Commission for Constitutional Revision.

Quest

Notice to subscribers. Queries concerning
ancestors submitted to “Quest” may take
either of two forms. First, readers may request
explicit information on specific individuals
who should be clearly identified by place
(county or town, state) and by date (year only,
please!). Second, those interested in
exchanging information on groups of people of a similar surname
may simply entitle their entry “Exchange,” followed by the family
name(s) of interest. In either case, please follow the format in
previous newsletters and observe the following guidelines.
Published queries will be posted on the VGS web site for a period
of one (1) year. If you do not wish to have your query posted,
please so indicate at the time of submission.

Queries of fifty (50) words or less, excluding name and address, will
be published in the order in which they are received. You may
submit two (2) queries at a time. All queries accepted for
publication must be accompanied by the submitter's membership
number, which can be found on the first line of the mailing label
affixed to your VGS Newsletter and Magazine of Virginia Genealogy
or a $3.00 non-member fee for each query. Submit all queries to
Query Editor, 5001 West Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond,
VA 23230-3023.

CATLIN: Seek par of William Catlin, b 3 Sep 1805 in
Hanover Co, d 3 Feb 1882 in Hanover Co. M three
times with 18 children. Know all their names. William
Catlin Jr, 2926 Grand Ave, Jacksonville, FL 32210-
4406.

HAYES: Seek info, references, document citations for
John Hayes who bought 300 acres in Westmoreland
Co in 1651. Who was his wife and who were their
children? Mrs. L. Winifred Jacob, 5200 SW Colony
Ct, Beverton, OR 97005. 503-643-6393.

HEROD: Seek info for James Herod, b ca 1792 in TN
or VA, d between 1861-1870 in MS; and Elizabeth [?]
Herod b ca 1807 in VA, d aft 1870 in MS. One or both
were French and Cherokee. Barbara Helwick, PO
Box 50345, Casper, WY 82605-0345.

MORRIS: Seek par of Benedict Morris, b ca
1782-1784 in Albemarle or Fluvana Co, m Elizabeth
Flannagin. Seek par of Sarah Morris, m John Kennon
in 1812 in Goochland Co. William W. Reynolds,
3637 Devereaux Ct, Orlando, FL 32837.

OLDHAM: Please correct lineage of Williamson
Simpson Oldham, b 1813 in TN, d 1868 in TX, for
whom Oldham Co ,TX, is named. Wish to contact
desc of Williamson Simpson Oldham and bro. Orv.
Oldham who resided in TX in Civil War era. Oldham
roots from VA. Mrs. L. Winifred Jacob, 5200 SW
Colony Ct, Beverton, OR 97005. 503-643-6393

RAY/WRAY: Seek info for these surnames ca
1770-1800 in Cumberland and Halifax Cos. Mrs.
Wray E. Parnell, 11502 Shadow Way, Houston, TX
77024-5216.

REAGIN, RICE, LINDSEY, MARTIN, NEILL,
ABRILL, CONNER: Seek info for these surnames ca
1767 in Frederick Co. Mrs. Wray E. Parnell, 11502
Shadow Way, Houston, TX 77024-5216.

SMITH, HARRISON: Seek info for A. Austin Smith,
b 1828 in Fredericksburg, s/o Margaret Buck and John
Hawkins Smith, lawyer, Capt CSA. He m Betty
Harrision sis of Col. Walter H. Harrision. Fam in
Richmond ca 1870-1880 with dau Maggie b ca 1865,
dau Bessie b ca 1869, son Austin b ca 1871. D ca 1890.
What happened to this fam? Margaret Macdonald,
354 Carolina Meadows, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.
PegMacd@Compuserve.com.

SAUNDERS, LOBBAN, BRADLEY, PEGRAM:
Seek info in Charlottesville for Catherine Saunders m
ca 1847 James Lobban; Charlotte Saunders m ca 1858
Chatles A. Bradley; Georgianna Saunders m ca 1850
Zebulon Anderson; Jeanette Saunders m ca 1851 Dr.
Richard Pegram. All dau of Barbara Blair and James
Saunders. What happened to them? Margaret
Macdonald, 354 Carolina Meadows, Chapel Hill,
NC 27514. PegMacd@Compuserve.com.

WHITE: Seek info for Nicholas White who served in
7th VA Regiment in the Rev War. What Co was he
from? Who was he m to? Son Anderson White m
Marjorie Pulliam ca 1786 in Campbell Co. Any info
greatly appreciated. Janice M. Gay, 118 Chapel Hill
Lane, Williamsburg, VA 23188.

WILLIAMS: Seek ancs/desc of John Williams, decd
bef 1702. He had sons James, Chatrles, John. Sold land
ca 1747 in Prince George Co on Waqua Creek to
James Fisher. Douglas Fisher, 16480 Shands Rd,
Petersburg, VA 23805-8523. 804-861-3536.

Query Abbreviations
aft=after g=grand
ancs=ancestor(s) =great grand
bef =before ﬁg/,o =husbhand of

info=information

m=married

ml, m2, etc.= married
Ist, married 2nd...

bp =b birthplace

=bom
bro=brother(s)
bur=buried

ca=circa moth=mother
ch=child(ren) par=parent S s)
Co=county poss=possib by
cos=counties prob=probably
d=died sib=sibling(s)
dau=daughter sis =sister ?s)
cd=deceased sfo=son of

desc=descendant wid=widow
dp=death place w/l, w/2, etc. =wife

Jo=daughter of one, wife two. ..
fam=family w/o=wife of
fath=father
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Index to Virginia Estates, 1800-1865, Volume 2:
Counties of Clarke, Culpeper, Frederick, Greene,
Madison, Orange, Page, Rappahannock,
Shenandoah, Spotsylvania and Warren, Cities of
Fredericksburg and Winchester

by Wesley E. Pippenger

This is the second volume in a planned multi-volume set which will index the extant Virginia estate records for the
entire state from 1800—1865. Each volume contains a list of all estate records found in the listed city or county will
books. The primary source of information is the Library of Virginia’s microfilm; however, where will books are missing,
other estate records may be identified and used including,, when feasible, both original and unrecorded wills. Volume
2 contains over 850 pages. See review on page 4.

Cost is $45.00. Members $36.00. Virginia residents please include 4.5% sales tax.
Shipping is $4.00 for the first item and $1.00 for each additional item.

Order from VGS, 5001 West Broad Street, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230-3023.
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