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Vi rg in i a  in Maps  a n d  t h e  V i rg in i a  
L a n d s c a p e  

This summer hoth the Library of Virginia and the The Library of Virginia is justifiably proud of its 

Virginia Historical Society released major publications collection. They should be just as proud of production of 

featuring the Virginia landscape. this monumental work. It brings 
,,*/e,y- - *  +.-, 

The Library of Virginia's Virginia in " s J " - : ~ < ~ , ~ ~ > ~ %  .r. together the story of Virginia as 
v 1 I< (; 1 -Y 1 .\ 

M a p ,  first conceived as a project in the map makers told it and as the 

1995, is a state atlas that charts the people saw it. The  first two 

mapping of Virginia from its chapters cover 1 7r" a i d  18'" 
chcovery to the present. The  .. century-"The Westward Vision" 

Virginia Historical Society's Virginia and "Colony to Commonwealth." 

l~ndscupt . :  A Cl~ltztrul Histor?, While the maps of the 17"' century 

presents artists' rendition of the .. present the vision rather than the 
, . ,,! . , \ ,,.,,, 

Virginia landscape for the sanie reality, those of the 18"' 
period. 

The publicaticm of Virgznicl in Maps: Fotir Centuries of 

Scttlcrnent, Growth i d  De~lelof~ment, is the culmination 

o f a  project which began in April 1999 with a symposium 

011 Virginia maps and an exhibit of 100 maps from the 

Library of Virginia's extensive collection. Vir~inia in 

Milp.s, tlic first comprehensive atlas of its type, 

documents the rich history of the Commonwealth 

tlircu~gh the reproduction of a broad range s f  maps-all 

in full color and many in multiple plates. The editors, 

Richard W. Stephenson and Marianne M. McKee, note, 

"The goal of Vir@nii~ in Ma/:s was to reproduce the most 

important maps of the ccdony and state regardless of 

wlicrc they now resiile." Of the 182 maps rcproiiuceii in 

the volumc, 92 c m w  froin the Library's holdings 

eviilcnce indeed of the depth and importance of its 

collection. 
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Virginia in Maps and the Virginia Landscape 
(continued from page 1) 

century provide the reader with much more detailed and accurate pictures of 
the land. A plat of a Northern Neck survey for Edward Carter, George 
Washington's survey in Augusta County for Edward Hogan and the map of the 
five farms comprising Mount Vernon, plans of the towns of Alexandria, 
Fredericksburg and Richmond, the Virginia-North Carolina boundary, Colles's 
road atlas, the famous 1755 Fry-Jefferson map, the less well-known Samuel 
Lewis map of 1794 and John Henry map of 1770 are just a few of those depicted. 
The third chapter, "Building Virginia: The Ante-Bellum Years," features the 
nine-sheet Boye map based upon Wood's county maps and the extensive 
collection of maps from the Board of Public Works. James Madison's 1807 map 
of Virginia, itinerant artist Lewis Miller's sketch of the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad's path through Montgomery County, Fairfax's 1828 map of the Warm 
Spring Turnpike, maps of the York River and the Chesapeake Bay, Rogers's 
geological map ofVirginia and Burr's 1839 map showing post offices, post roads, 
canals and railroads are among others that are included from this period. The 
fourth chapter features the wealth of maps created during the Civil War 
including a number of birds-eye-view maps. The  final chapter, "Modern 
Mapping: From Saddles to  Satellites," moves from the late 19"' century city and 
county atlases, Mutual Assurance Society and Sanborn insurance maps and 
birds-eye views through the establishment of the U.S. Geological Survey to 
present-day satellite mapping. 

For the first time, researchers have a source that provides them with an 
overview of the types of maps available during a particular time period and full- 
color quality reproductions of a wide variety of Virginia maps (although a 
magnifying glass is needed to read some of the text, the 11 x 15-inch size of the 
volume provides room for reasonably sized illustrations). Chapter end-notes list 
the title of each map reproduced and include the date, size, type and the name 
of the institution holding the map. A selected bibliography lists additional titles 
of interest. The quality of the scholarship of its editors and contributors and the 
quality of the presentation of the material provide a fitting tribute to both those 
who sought to  accurately map the Commonwealth and those who work to 
preserve their efforts. 

The Virginia Historical Society's The Virginia Landscape: A Cultural Histoq 
presents the face of Virginia from an artistic rather than a cartographic point of 
view. The volume reproduces selections from the Society's current exhibit, "The 
Virginia Landscape," which presents 240 paintings, drawings, prints and 
photographs dating from Jamestown to the present. James C. Kelly (one of the 
authors of Away, I'm Bound Away, Virginia and the Westward Movement) and 
William M S .  Rasmussen place these renditions of the Virginia landscape in 
perspective. 

Natural wonders and historic landmarks have been painted and 
photographed numerous times and they are well represented here. Edward 
Beyer's collection which includes a number of Valley villages and resorts arc 
also well-known. Those looking for the lessor known will find them as well, a 
gelatin silver print showing Norfolk harbor in the late 1870s, two 1849 pencil 
sketches by Seth Eastman, one of House Mountain, another of the Virginia 
Military Institute, Patton's oil on canvas of Fairfield in 1900, Sneden's "Lines 
at Yorktown," 1862; an I83 1 oil on canvas depicting Dismal Swamp Canal, an 
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1890 view of the Shenandoah River, an 1863 albumen 
silver print of Wilderness Battlefield, and an 1848 
lithograph of the Vauclusc Goldmine (Orange 
County). As is obvious from this list, the depth and 
variety of the Virginia landscape is depicted; its artists 
take us back to those things we have only read about 
and allow us to see it as it was. 

Together these two publications provide researchers 
with a picture of the land as their ancestors saw it. 
There is no substitute for seeing the real thing-we 
highly recommend the Virginia Historical Society 
Exhibit which will remain open until 13 November in 
Richmond and will be available at the Art Museum of 
Western Virginia in Roanoke from 1 March to 28 May 
next year. But these volumes are not meant to replace 
the "real thing." They are meant to supplement and 
provide rcsourccs for those who want to expand their 
view of the Virginia landscape-to learn where the 
roads were in 1820, what the town of Salem looked 
like in 1835, or what shops existed on 2"" Street in 
Roanoke in 189 1. 

Virginia in Maps: Four Centuries of Settlement, 
Growth and Development edited by Richard W. 
Stephenson and Marianne M. McKec; 337 pp; 
Smythe-sewn; clothbound; $90.00. Va. residents add 
4.5% tax. Order from Library of Virginia Shop, 800 
East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219-8000; 
804-692-3524; www.lva.lib.va.us. 

The Virgnia Landscape: A Cultural History edited by 
James C. Kelly and William M S .  Rasmussen; x, 214 
pp.; Smythc-sewn, clothbound; $60.00 plus $7.95 
shipping; perfect-bound; softcover; $40.00 plus $6.95 
shipping. Va. residents add 4.5% sales tax. Order from 
the Museum Shop, Virginia Historical Society, 428  
North Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23220; 804-342- 
967 1 ; museum~shop@vahistorical.org. 

Announcements 

member Janice Kinsler Smith has published a 
two-volunle study of the Webb and Goad families vG" 

with allied families of Alderman, Banks, Bobbitt, Bolt, 
Bowman, Branscome, Chiles, Cock, Collier, Conner, 
Cox, Cruise, Dalton, DeHaven, Dickens, Fariss, 

VGS Calendar 
2001 

Spring Seminar 
Date: April 7 
Place: Library of Virginia, Richmond 

Virginia Institute of Genealogical Research(V1GR) 
Date: August 5-9 
Place: Roslyn, Richmond, Virginia 

Gardner, Hall, Hancock, Handy, Helm(s), Horton, 
Hubbard, Jennings, Largen, Mabry, Marshall, Martin, 
Nester, Page, Pendleton, Phillips, Quesenberry, 
Robcrson, Rorrer, Semones, Smith, Sutphin, Vass, 
Williams, Winesett, Witt and Worrell. Both families 
originate in North Farnham Parish. These volumes 
concentrate on the Goad and Webb families of Carroll 
and Patrick counties respectively. Cost is $67.00 plus 
$8.00 postage for the two-volumes. (Virginia residents 
add $3.02 sales tax.) They can be ordered from the 
author 8948 Cokesbury Place, Fairfax, VA 22031- 
3206; JaniceSmith@Cox.rr.con~. 

If you haven't already marked your calendar, do so 
now! The 1930 census records will be available on 

1 April 2001. 

T he Henrico County Historical Society has started 
a cemetery survey. Anyone who has information 

on cemeteries in Henrico County or would like to 
volunteer to help, please contact Margaret Childress, 
Henrico County Historical Society, P O  Box 27032, 
Richmond, VA 23273. 

T he Surry County Historical Society and 
Museums recently received a matching grant of 

$1 10,500 from the State of Virginia for the restoration 
of Rogers Store. Donations are welcome and can be 
sent to the society at PO Box 262, Surry, VA 23883. 

VGS member Dewey B. Lillard has recently published 
Land Grants of Madison County, Virginia, 
1722-1865. A compilation of the land grants issued in 
the area that became Madison County in 1793. Both 
Fairfax and Virginia colony and commonwealth grants 
are included. This 200-page volume includes a proper 
anme, subject and place-name index. This hard-cover 
text is available for $26.13 plus $3.00 shipping from the 
author, RR 1 Box 82A, Madison, VA 22727; 
www.dlillard@dragnet.net; 540-948-4614. 
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25% discount 
FGS Conference Syllabus 

FGS/UGA 2000: A World sf Records 

The c o n f e r e n c e  syl labus  fo r  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of 
G e n e a l o g i c a l  Soc ie t i e s  2000 N a t i o n a l  Conference 
i n  S a l t  Lake C i t y  is ava i l ab le  to members of 
m e m b e r  o rgan iza t ions  a t  a 25% d i s c o u n t  u n t i l  3 1 
December 2000. It contains the handouts for all 
of t h e  l e c t u r e s  presented a t  the c o n f e r e n c e ,  
( T a p e s  of t h e  sess ions  are ava i l ab le  f r o m  R e p e a t  

P e r f o r m a n c e ,  29 1 1 Crabapple Lane, H o b a r t ,  In 
4 6 3 4 2 ;  2 19-465-1234 ;  
~ww.repeatgerformance~co~t~~ 

S imply  i n d i c a t e  that y o u  a r e  a m e m b e r  of the 
Vi rg in ia  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  make y o u r  check 
o u t  for  $15.00 plus $4.00 s h i p p i n g  (0 .75 for 
a d d i t i o n a l  copies)  and m a i l  t o  FGS, PO B o x  
2 0 0 9 4 0 ,  A u s t i n ,  TX 78720-0940. 

T he Society wi shes  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  fo l lowing n e w  
m e m b e r s :  

LIFE MEMBER 

Barbara Dun11 Chandler, Bell Canyon, Calif. 
Barbara Vines Little, Orange, Va. 

BENEFACTOR 

Karen Avery Miller, Dallas, Tex. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Augusta County Historical Society, Staunton, Va. 
Clarke County Historical Association, Berryville, Va. 
Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society, Inc., Onancock, Va. 
Greensville County Genealogical Society, Emporia, Va. 
Historic Dumfries, Virginia, Dumfries, Va. 
Mid-Cities Genealogical Society, Bedford, Tex. 
Nelson County Historical Society, Lovingston, Va. 

Joseph R Beckman, Richmond, Va. 
Jane Sherman Boward, Staunton, Va. 
Nancy L Bowers, Harpers Ferry, W.Va. 
Jackie Brown, Woodbridge, Va. 
Barbara Dunn Chandler, Bell Canyon, Calif. 
Cielle M. Clemenceau, Houston, Tex. 
Martha Coates, Halifax, Va. 
Norma Collins, Oakdale, Calif. 
M. Pat Crawford, Manassas, Va. 
R. Leon Edmondson, Jr., Virginia Beach, Va. 
Alma 1. Gaddis, Partlow, Va. 
Karen S. Gray, Oquawka, Ill. 
Karen S. Gury, Boca Raton, Fla. 
Rose Harris, Glen Allen, Va. 

Patricia Haynsworth, St. Paul, Minn. 
Dolph Henry, Radford, Va. 
Charles G. Howard, Seabrook, Tex. 
B. L. Jackson, Jc,  Charles Town, WYa, 
John W, Johnson, Lynchburg, Va, 
Linda Jonas, McLan ,  Va, 
Geraldine Hale Jones, Ferris, Calif. 
Mr. & Mrs, William C. King, Jc ,  Hampeon, Va, 
Mary Taylor Krimm, Richmond, Va, 
Nina R Lawton, Shoreline, Wash, 
Barbara Morriaaette, Willits, Calif. 
Martin Pullam, Littleton, Colea 
Linda L. Richwine, Brownsburg, Ind. 
Carol Sikes, Hamilton, Mont. 
Mrs. Melna Smith, Lawret~ceville, Ga. 
Charlotte Green Tucker, Tuscaloosa, Ala, 
Daniel A Webster, Virginia Beach, Va. 
Larry I? Willoughby, Greendmro, N.C. 
Roger Wynn, Bescanso, Calif. 

DECEASED 

Jessie Forrest, Newport News, Va, 
Patricia M. Smith, Lafayette, Cola. 

T he Society wishes  to a c k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  g r a t i t u d c  

r e c e n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  Virginia Records 
Fund from t h e  following: 

Josephine S. Bonds, Richmond, Va., in memory of: 
Irene Elizabeth Daugherty & Ralph Morton Stokes 

Agnes J. Ranseen, Evanston, I l l . ,  in memory of: Lucie Price 
Tracy Waddell, Washington, D.C., in memory of: 

Mrs. Alex Dickman's father 

C on t r ibu t ions  to t h e  Special Projects Fund s u p p o r t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  programs, c o n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  

pub l i ca t ions ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  faci l i ty  needs. T h e  
S o c i e t y  wishes to a c k n o w l e d g e  with g ra t i t ude  recent 
con t r ibu t ions  from the f o l l o w i n g :  

Clyde Ratcliffe, White Stone, Va., in memory of: Grant Rush 

,b>, 

News From Around the State 
,A 4 

, 
L 

L 1 

he s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  Sketches of Greensville 
TCounty ,  Virginia, 1 6 5 0 - 2 0 0 0 ,  h a s  g o n e  to 

press;  del ivery  is e x p e c t e d  i n  ea r ly  S e p t e m b e r .  T h e  
o n l y  pub l i shed  h i s to ry  o f  the Greensv i l l e -Empor ia  
a r e a ,  Sketches w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  1968 by m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
R i p a r i a n  W o m a n ' s  C l u b ,  a n d  e d i t e d  b y  D o u g l a s  
S u m m e r s  (Mrs .  H. D o c k e r y )  B r o w n .  The s e c o n d  
ed i t ion ' s  8 7 - p a g e  a d d e n d u m  u p d a t e s  the m a j o r  
e v e n t s  a n d  f igures  o f  the l a s t  32 years ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  
p h o t o g r a p h s  of the a rea ' s  n e w e s t  bui ld ings ,  u p d a t e s  
on l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  c ivic  
o rgan iza t ions ,  a n d  loca l  g o v e r n m e n t .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  
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welcomes explicit inquiries and will search the data- 
base and provide printouts free of charge. The current 
mailing list includes over 1,725 individuals who are 
interested in the Fulghanl- Fulghum family. For 
additional information, contact: Robert S. Fulghum, 
Ph.D., PO Box 5 12, Greenville, NC 27835-012; 
RFULGHUM@prodigy.net; 252-756-7873. 

Book Reviews 

Book reviews and notices are published in order to provide the 
reader with up-to-date information on books of interest to the 
genealogical researcher. Although books dealing with Virginia 
families or Virginia research are the primary focus, books of 
general interest to the genealogical community will also be 
reviewed. Publishers who would like to have their publications 
considered for review should send them to the editors in care of 
the Society. 

Members who wish to have their publications reviewed must 
include their membership number. Pre-publication notices will be 
provided for members only. 

Editorial opinions expressed i n  these reviews are the opinion 
of the individual reviewer and d o  not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Society or  the editors. 

Charles A. Bodie, editor, Alleghany Highlands, Virginia, 
Manuscripts: A Guide to Collections in the United States 
(1999) xiv, 114 pp.; maps; illus.; index; Smythe-sewn; 
hardcover; $24.00. Order from the Bath County 
Historical Society, PO Box 212, Warm Springs, 
VA 24484 

Manuscript records travel; Huntington Library in 
California has a major collection of Virginia material; 
its existence is well-known. However, many 
institutions house manuscripts pertinent to a 
particular area that only a dedicated searcher will 
find. While no publication such as this can be all 
inclusive, this guide provides a starting point for 
researchers who are looking for elusive information. 
Twenty-three in-state repositories ranging from the 
Library of Virginia to the Chesapeake and Ohio 

Historical Society in Covington as well as 
repositories from eleven other states and the District 
of Columbia are included. While focused on the 
Alleghany Highlands area many of the collections 
mentioned here cover larger areas. For example, the 
description of the Smithfield Preston Foundation 
Papers, 1784-188 1 (Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University) references, in addition to the 
Alleghany Highlands, Southwest Virginia, Kentucky 
and South Carolina. Items listed range from business 
records including hotel ledgers to family letters and 
genealogical collections, to the records of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad which includes maps, 
references to landowners, timetables, photographs 
and employee seniority rosters. Numerous families 
with roots in Piedmont and Tidewater are also 
mentioned. bvl 

Ruth Priest Dixon, Mijamin Priest and His Family 
from William Penn's Colony to East Texas, 1684 to 
1884 (2000) 340 pp.; illus.; every name and subject 
index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $35.00. Available 
from the author, 10450 Lottsford Road, #22 17, 
Mitchellville, MD 20721; 301-92507297; 
http:\\.www.RDGENE@aol.com; Please include 
$3.50 shipping. 

As the title suggests, the central focus of this 
book is Mijamin Priest, who was born in 1808 when 
there were seventeen states in the Union. While the 
organization of the material is chronological, the 
years from 1808 to 1884, when Mijamin Priest died, 
are the subject of chapters 7 through 31. 
Interestingly for Virginia researchers, however, the 
Priest family was in Southwest Virginia from the 
early 1770's until 1800 and the events of that period 
and   lace are consequently dealt with in a highly 
competent manner. While this is intended to be the 
story of one family during the momentous years of 
westward expansion, in the end it emerges as an 
example of social history at its finest. The narrative is 
engaging and the sources are well documented, albeit 
in endnotes rather than in footnotes. db-r 

New Circulation Policy at the Library of Virginia 

In an effort to preserve its collection and numerous, rare and out-of-print genealogies, histories and other 
volumes, the library after due consideration and consultation with members of the Friends of the Virginia State 
Archives, the Virginia Genealogical Society and the Virginia Library Association will cease to circulate materials 
published prior to 1925. These materials will be available for use by patrons only within the Library's reading 
rooms. 
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Wesley E. Pippenger, Connections and Separations: 
Divorce, Name Change and Other Genealogical Tidbits 
from the Acts of the General Assembly (2000) iv, 128 
pp.; full-name, subject and geographical index; 
perfect-bound; softcover; $15.00. Order from Willow 
Bend Books and Family Line Publications, 65 East 
Main Street, Westminster, MD 21157-5026; 800- 
876-6103; www.willowbend.net. Please include 
$3.00 shipping for the first book and $0.75 for each 
additional book. Md. residents add 5% sales tax. 

Between 1789 and 1853 there were 155 divorces 
and 44 name changes recorded in the Acts of the 
General Assen~bly. The  abstracts included here 
(linked to 105 counties) certainly underline the 
compiler's point that a wealth of information can be 
found in these state records. Our legislatures did not 
laws alone make-citizen's petitions whether for 
divorce or justice were often subjects brought before 

them. Tucked among the divorces are tidbits the 
compiler found-references to Revolutionary War 
service, emancipation, aliens inheriting land and 
divisions of estates. While many of the divorces give 
no  reason, others provide significant details. For 
example, one Mary Burke was divorced from 
Michael Burke, who shortly after marriage "became 
addicted to the habits of idleness and inten~perance. . 
. [that he] committed a most wicked and atrocious 
murder on the body of his brother-in-law, Thomas 
Warrell, late of the town of Petersburg, and then fled 
the country." While all divorces and name changes 
are included, the compiler notes that only a 
representative sampling of other items have been 
transcribed. We recommend that you read this little 
book and then proceed directly to  the Acts to see 
what gems you can uncover. hvl 

VGS Local Society Grants 

In 1999 the Society implenlented a small-grant program to aid societies in their efforts to store, 
maintain and provide public access to historical and genealogical manuscript materials in their collections. In 
October 1999 the VGS awarded four $250 matching grants to the Albemarle County Historical Society, the 
Bassett Branch Historical Center of Bassett, the Page Library of History and Genealogy at Montpelier and the 
Virginia Room Collection at the Tazewell County Public Library. 

The Albemarle County Historical Society, located in Charlottesville, used their funds to purchase 
two bookcases to  provide more shelving for their growing book collection. They also purchased acid-free 
folders to  house manuscripts and pamphlets. The remaining funds are being used to assist in the development 
of an automated information system. 

In July 1999 the Bassett Branch Historical Center of Bassett received the collection of well-known 
Patrick County historian O.E. Pilson. The grant they received allowed them to hire personnel to  work with 
this valuable collection. By February, they had organized 315 folders of family information for researchers to 
use. 

The Page Library of History and Genealogy of Montpelier was established in 1996 and specializes in 
Hanover history and genealogy. A recent acquisition was a copy of Mrs. Strong's diary written over a 73-year 
period. Their funds have been used to prepare this for use by researchers. They also hired an aide who has 
entered over 138 published genealogies into a computer program that acts as a card catalog and recorded 
inscriptions from a local church graveyard. 

December 1999-December 2000 is the bicentennial of Tazewell County which has increased 
interest in the Virginia Room Collection of the Tazewell County Public Library. They have used grant funds 
to purchase additional shelving and a literature display rack for the Virginia Room to house their growing 
collection of published material. 

Applications for the second grant cycle have been reviewed by the committee and grants were 
awarded to Page Library of History and Genealogy, Montpelier; Augusta County Historical Society, 
Staunton; Bassett Branch Historical Center, Bassett; Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society, Onancock; 
History Museum and Historical Society of Western Virginia, Roanoke; and the Virginia Room and 
Community Archives, Arlington Public Library. 

Societies and libraries wishing to be considered for the next round of grant applications may write to 
the Society office and request a copy of the application guidelines. 
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Leila Eldridge D'Aiutolo, Warren L. Forsythe, 
William S. Hubard, and Mary Carolyn Mitton, com- 
pilers, The Descendants of William Moseley 
160511 606-1 655 of Norfolk, Virginia, Moseley Family 
History, Book 1 of 2 (2000) xl, 870 pp. and 

Warren L. Forsythe, compiler, Moseley, Mosly, etc. 
Families, Book 2 of 2, Genealogical Appendix: Apparent- 
ly Non-Norfolk Lines and Raw Research Notes on Some 
Readily Available Records (2000) xxiv, 597 pp.; full- 
name indexes; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; two volume 
set is $30.00 postpaid. Order from Warren L. 
Forsythe, PO Box 1299, Ellensburg, WA 98926. 

Using the easy-to-follow Modified Register System 
(as refined by the National Genealogical Society), 
Book 1 lists more than 4500 descendants of William 
Moseley of Norfolk (County), Virginia over a period 
of 14 generations. By generation four, many Moseleys 
are residing in the counties of central and Southside 
Virginia. By generation eight, Moseleys and related 
families are in southwestern Virginia and also appear 
in the records of Alabama, Tennessee, Texas, and 
Mississippi as well as other southern and western 
states. Copious notes and related citations have been 
included for many individuals and it's refreshing to 
find these immediately following the structural 
components of a particular family group. The index is 
arranged alphabetically by surname and, under each 
surname, given names are also alphabetized. Each 
name is followed by the birth year and/or death date 
in square brackets. This inclusion is a great finding 
aid for locating a specific individual. Readers will also 
appreciate the use of double entries for wives; i.e., the 
wife appears under her maiden name and under her 
married name(s) with her maiden name in 
parentheses. Book 2, covering Moseleys who have 
not (as yet) been linked to William of Norfolk 
County, follows the same basic style and format as 
Book 1. Considering the vast amount of information 
presented, this two-volume work has to be the best 
genealogical bargain you will find in today's market. jln 

The following books can be ordered from Picton 
Press, PO Box 250, Rockport, ME 04856; 207-236- 
6565; www.pictonpress.com. Please include $4.00 
shipping for the first item, $2.00 for each additional 
item. 

Howard Mackey and Candy McMahan Perry, Vestry 
Book of Hungar's Parish, Northampton County, 
Virginia, 1757-1875 (1997) viii, 152 pp.; illus.; full- 
name index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $28.50. 

Vestry books are, as the editor states, "largely an 
accounting of the parish revenue: the Minister's 
salary, the payment of Clerks, the cost of the upkeep 
of the churches, and the care of the poor." He also 
notes that since the Anglican church was the 
established church, people didn't volunteer, they 
were paid for their services. In addition, prior to the 
Revolution, the church vestry served as the overseers 
of the poor essentially following the customs of the 
English Old Poor Law. Consequently, researchers 
will find that the names of those who served the 
church and those who were supported by the 
church-the widows, orphans, disabled and 
elderly-frequently appear in the pages of the vestry 
book. Although Hungars Parish was established in 
1623, the volume transcribed here is all that 
survives. The first 78 pages record the actions of the 
vestry from 1757 to 1782 when the last Anglican 
vestry meeting was held. In 1803 a memorial to the 
Rev. Samuel Smith McCroskey was penned; the next 
entry was written in 1868; on the next 187 pages 
(many of which are blank) were recorded baptisms, 
funerals, marriages and accounts of parish receipts 
and expenditures as well as a list of 72 
communicants. Of especial interest are two out-of- 
place pages of 181h century parchment on which are 
recorded some births and deaths from 1721-1770. 
This like other vestry books was long ignored; we're 
grateful that the editor saw fit to rescue it from 
oblivion. (A note: Researchers interested in the 
English Poor Law may wish to read Dr. Mackey's 
article, "The Operation of the English Old Poor Law 
in Colonial Virginia," Mrginia Magazine of History 
and Biography 73 (January 1965). bvl 

Howard Mackey and Marlene Alma Hinkley Groves, 
Northampton County, Virginia, Record Book: Orders, 
Deeds, Wills &c, Volume 5, 1654-1 655 (1999) iv, 330 
pp.; full-name index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover; 
$39.50. 

Transcribing 17"' century text is difficult-the 
transcriber frequently encounters letter forms and 
practices not used today. The thorn which looks a 
great deal like today's y;  is frequently transcribed as 
such so that the is rendered ye; that is rendered y t  in 
transcriptions. Other forms- &c for etc., ff for F, 
what appears to be an oddly formed f (the lower loop 
is formed to the left of the downward stroke rather 
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than to the right) substituting for an s, the use of the 
same letter form for both the letter i and the letter j 
(the same holds true for the u and v), and a letter 
form which resembles a capital P for pre, per are also 
frequently seen. Editorsltranscribers differ in how they 
deal with each of these. The  editor, however he or she 
chooses to deal with the problem, owes the reader an 
explanation of that choice-an explanation that is 
frequently missing from transcriptions. In this 
instance the editor provides an explanation of his 
choices in his preface which, of course, makes the 
preface required reading (it really should always be 
required reading). In fact we recommend the entire 
book for reading. Few things provide a clearer picture 
of a conlmunity during this time period than the 
entries in the court record books. Situated between 
the Potomac and the Chesapeake Bay, ships were an 
important part of Northampton's community and 
were frequently mentioned in the court records. Thus 
information regarding trade and transportation 
patterns appear in the records as well and the entries 
provide a great deal of useful information for those 
who wish to  better understand both the amount and 
type of inter-colony trade during this time period. bvl 

Dorothy N. Perkins, Descendants of Sumttel, James and 
Murtha Prrkins ( 1  999) 5 15 pp.; illus.; photographs; 
every-name index; Smythe-sewn; hardcover. To order 
contact the author, PO Box 675696, Rancho Santa 
F e ,  C A  9 2 0 6 7 - 5 6 9 6 ;  8 5 8 - 7 5 6 - 1 4 5 0 ;  
http:\\www.fairwold@home.com 

This volume really lives up to  its title. The author 
outlines the descendants, the recent descendants, of 
the three siblings cknotcd in the title. Unfortunately, 
while drawing heavily upon family tradition, 
interviews and notes left by members of the extended 
family, tlhc author does not always provide 
documentation from better and readily available 
scmrccs. For examplc, the sources cited for the 
Kernper family, which is one of the six collateral lines 
emphasized and which is closely linked with the 
Gcrmanna colonies of Virginia, are decidedly second 
rate. They include neither the best available published 
sources nor the  notes archived from the 
Gcrrnanna - Colonics mailing list colonists. The layout 
is attractive-although one wonders why such 
conventional editorial practices as consecutive 
numbering of footnotes within chapters is abandoned. 
The author also utilizes numerous photographs for the 

Friends of the Virginia State Archwes 

Fall Seminar 

Saturday, October 28 

featuring 

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck 

"Finding Substitutes for Birth and Death 
Records" 

"Identifying the Maiden Names of Females" 
"Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor" 

"Bridging the Atlantic1' 

Registration 9:00 

Members $20.00 Non-members $25.00 
FVSA Fall Seminar 

PO Box 4804 
Richmond, VA 23220 

more recent generations. Some individuals are 
depicted several times, at various stages in their lives. 
Other families discussed include Barham, Marsh, 
Pearcc, Pierce and Ussery. This is obviously a Inhor 
of love growing out of understandable family pride. 

ilh-r 

TLC Ge11ealog)i Lunenburg County, Virginiu, Order 
Book No. 11, 1765-1 766 (2000) 238 pp.; map; f d -  
name and soundex indexes; spiral hound; softcover; 
$20.00. Order from TLC Genealogy, PO Box 
403369, Miami Beach, FL 33140-1369; 800-858- 
558; http://www.tlcgen.com. Prices are postpaid. 

Order hooks arc an excellent source of 
information for brick wall problems. Migration clucs 
can frequently be found in the court suits since they 
often involve people from a former resicience. One of 
the better clues is the payment of out-of-county 
witnesses. A check of index in this volume founcl, 
among others, 3 entries for Dinwiddie Ctn~nty and 
one for Hanover involving the payment of witnesses. 
Thomas Starke was ordered to pay Edward Shcpperd 
for two days' attendance at court and "once coming 
and returning 90 miles from Hanover." Not c111ly 
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A VIGR Success Story 

Before I attended the Virginia Institute of Genealogical Research this August, I knew that my Peter Smith 
died in Westmoreland County and that he had owned property on Bull Run which he willed to his son William. 
Because he had a son named Hancock Smith, Peter's wife was assumed to have been a Hancock 

Peggy Shomo Joyner, one of the presenters at the Institute, has gone through the Land Office records of the 
Northern Neck and published abstracts of surveys and warrants in a five-volume series. O n  page 65 of volume 
5 of her book, Abstracts o f  Virginia's Northern Neck Warrants and Surveys, 1653-1 781, I found proof that William's 
wife Lettice was indeed a Hancock and a great deal of information about the family that I had not previously 
known. This information was not available in the records at the various court houses. With this information I 
will be able to obtain copies of the documents in question. 

In his will Peter Smith left his son William 325 acres of land in Prince William County. 

[In a group of records titled "Surveys Not Acted On" appears the following survey and warrant to John Camden 
as well as the additional documents partially abstracted below.] 

John Camden of Fairfax ... 28 Jan 1769 [date of warrant] - 31 Jan 1769 [date of survey] 286 acres on Bull Run 
, . ,  

part of a tract formerly granted to Peter Smith for 1160 acres by deed 30 June 17 12 &part has lapsed for 
non payment of quit rents, . . . 

part of a tract now elapsed formerly granted to Richd Britt for 248a 4 Dec 1728 . , , 

Land now in Fairfax and devised by Peter Smith's will to his son William Smith who devised in his will one-third 
part of same to his son, Hancock Smith, who left this colony leaving land in arrears of quit rents for 14 years & 
it lapsed to the Lord Proprietor . . . 
Richard Brett got a patent for 1140 acres on 4 Dec 1728 in Stafford Co., now in Loudoun. Brett devised by his 
will part of this tract to Lettice Langford & She by some gift put her son Hancock Smith in possession of said 
land' &she and Hancock sold it to John Camden. Deed was signed by Hancock Smith &wife Jane &by Lettice 
Langford, but Hancock left this colony & the deed was not recorded, the land in arrears for 14 years. . . . 

" A  paper with partial copy of Richard Brett's will - Item: I give Lettice Hancock all my tract of land ... to her 
brother Scar[l]ett . . . at her mother Catherine Hancock's death which sd land & negroe I give Lettice & the 
lawful heirs of her body and one Defolt of Such heares to fole to Ann Hancock, Susaner Hancock & George 
Hancock." 

31 Jan 1769 Deposition of Lettice Langfitt (sic) wife of Phillip Langfitt of Fairfax & late the wife of William 
Smith, decd, . . . her husband, by his will in writing gave his 3 sons, Hancock, James & William all his land 
equally divided. Hancock is now ca 29 years old, James, 21 on the 4 Dec, next &William is 19 years old on 22 
July next & land was never divided. 

Janice Kinsler Smith 
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As a part of the  VIGR experience, instructors create a temporary library of the books they feel are important 
to  their topic of instruction. T h e  books are available t o  the participants all week. Not  only did the 
participants learn about new books, but in a nulnber of instances they added branches t o  their family tree. 
In the hope that  others will benefit as well, we will be featuring some of these books in  our newsletters. 

Peggy Shomo Joyner, Abstructs of Virginia's Northern Neck Warrants and Surveys 1653-1 781, Volume V (n.p.: 
the author,  1995). 

Many people are familiar with the first four volumes of this 
series, thcy contain abstracts of the Northern Neck surveys and 
warrants. Because the warrants and surveys are organized by county, 
Inany researchers "zero in" o n  their county of interest and inove on, not  
realizing that  they may have missed important information. Volume 5 
of the series is a collection of records from seven different categories, 
each category is filed alphabetically by surname. Land in  twenty 
different counties (some of them burned record counties) is included in  
VOILI~IIC. "General Records" appears t o  be a collection of records that  didn't belong any other place; thcy 
cover the period 1670-1779 and oftcn provide a chain of title for land through two or three transactions for 
which there may bc n o  other record or mention family relationships as in  the case of Simon Thoinasin of 
Stafford whose survey dated 16 October 1690 was given by him to  his two daughters Isabel Ellzey (married 
Thoinas Ellzey) and Margaret Thoinasin (married Jos. Henson). 

T h e  second group, "Caveated Surveys, Prioprietor's Office" deals with surveys for which a caveat 
was entered --usually because there were conflicting claiins to  the land. Among the gems found in  this group 
of records is the statenlent m d e  in regard to  a warrant issued to John Grim in Shenandoah County: Martin 
Wolford tnadc oa th  he seen John  Rich about five years gone, who is the only heir of Conrode Rich, he  being 
Conrode Riches Brothers son & t h e  said John  Rich is settled i n  Trentown Township, Massachusetts &has  
wife and children. T h e  third group, "Caveated Surveys through the Commonwealth Land Office," contains 
only two records prior to  1781; there are a nulnber of additional records through 1834 which were not 
abstracted. T h e  fourth group, Defective Surveys, 1754-1775,'' contains only four records; it does not incluilc 
those from 1781-1835. 

T h e  fifth group, "Surveys Considered as Forfeited, (1652) 1723-1779," apparently were created 
when cavcated surveys were settled. Whilc most of these are straight forward; there are a few which provide 
intcrcsting details about fainilies, including that of Malachi Burberry of Northumberland who committed 
suicide in January 17 19 and left a daughter A n n  who married Sa~nue l  Smith by whoin she had six children 
and then lnarrieci Charles Coppedge; a daughter EIizabeth who married Swanson Lunsford, a daughter Mary 
who ctied and a son Malachy, Junr who was born about six inonths before his father's death. 

T h e  sixth group, "Forfeited Plats" prilnarily identify adjacent landowners. T h e  seventh group, 
"Survcys Not  Acted On,"  is the largest group of records and while many of them simply detail adjacent 
landowners and land transactions, this was the record group which contained the  record found by Janice 
S i n ~ t h .  These iniscellaneous land office records frequently provide information found nowhere else and will 
soinetilnes help us overcoine the burned record county or solve the brick wall research problem. 

this providc specific information regarding Edward what areas lie within in radius of those rides and 
Shcppcrd's residence, but it also suggests that Thomas narrow their search. Transcriptions of ordcr books 
Starkc was originally from the Hanover area. when they include, as this one does, geographical 
Paynmlts to witnesses for ~niles traveled with no names in the index provide opportunities to idcntify 
mcntion of a county is not as helpful; however, with a individuals living along creeks or othcr lan~linarks, as 
little detective work the researcher can determine well as those traveling from a distancc. Whilc one 
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may learn a great deal from reading an entire order 
book, quality transcriptions enhance the research 
opportunities available and should be a welcome 
addition to the researcher's bookshelf. bvl 

The following books can be ordered from Heritage 
Books, Inc., 1540-E Pointer Ridge Place, Ste. 300, 
Bowie, MD 20716; 800-398-7709. Please include 
$4.00 shipping for the first book and $1.00 for each 
additional book. 

Joan M. Dixon, National lntelligencer Newspaper 
Abstracts, 1834-1835 (2000) ii, 549 pp.; last name 
only index (includes subjects); perfect-bound; 
softcover; $39.50. 

Newspapers are one of the more difficult sources to 
research-no index, small print, and poor microfilm 
all create problems. Yet they are one of the richest of 
resources. Where else can one find a list of 
journeymen cordwainers; an advertisement regarding 
a John Francisco who was born in Philadelphia, 
settled in Sunlter District, South Carolina, about 50 
years ago (1785) and died there in 1805; that 
Archibald Henderson of Fairfax, son of Richard H. 
Henderson of Loudoun County, drowned attempting 
to ford Goose Creek on his way to Leesburg; a list of 
individuals in Washington City whose property was 
being sold for back taxes; the obituary of Mrs. Eliz 
Wem of Columbus, Ohio, consort of George, whose 
death was caused by a fall of 33 feet to the bottom of a 
well; or that Randal Slack, an industrious mechanic of 
St. Louis lost his life by the accidental discharge of his 
gun. While most newspapers carry national news and 
advertisements and notices about local individuals, 
one can find items from almost anywhere in the U.S. 
in the National lntelligencer. Abstracting this 
information is surely a labor of love and a boon to 
researchers; we only wish the index was not limited to 
SU~II~IIIC‘S. bvl 

Robert N. Grant, Wright Family Records: Lund Tax 
Lists, Bedford County, Virginia, 1782-1 850 (1999) 429 
pp.; full-name index; perfect-bound; softcover; 
$48.00. 

'This volunle is one of a continuing series of books 
which provide abstracts of records containing 
references to the various Wrights found in southern 
Virginia. While the infwmation found in this book 
will c~bviously be of interest to Wright researchers, it 
shoul,S also prove useful to  researchers interested in 
study~ng and/or understanding the changes in the 

land tax records since the compiler provides a 
complete transcription of all of the information in 
each Wright entry from 1782 through 1850. Thus 
the researcher can study the changes in both the 
valuation and the actual information provided in the 
records. bvl 

JoAnn Riley McKey, Accomack County, Virginia, 
Court Order Abstracts: 1 71 0-1 71 4, Volume 1 1 (2000) 
xxiii, 17 1 pp.; index; perfect-bound; softcover; 
$20.00. 

As the introduction suggests this, the eleventh 
volume of Accomack court order books abstracted 
by Ms. McKey, has something for everyone. Assault, 
fornication, adultery, thievery are included along 
with the anticipated wills. Also noted in the 
introduction is that fact that complaints about the 
court and its justices were not nearly as prevalent as 
in earlier years. All of which perhaps underscores the 
obvious - that court order books are invaluable 
sources of both information and social history. And, 
this is especially true when the task of abstraction is 
done as carefully and consistently as it is in this case. 
If you have a research interest in Accomack County 
during the early eighteenth century, you will want to 
consider purchasing this volume. db-r 

Armand Francis Lucier, French and lndian War 
Aftermath: Notices Abstracted from Colonial 
Newspapers, Volume 5: January 1, 176 1-January 17, 
1763 (2000) 361 map; full-name and subject index; 
perfect-bound; softcover; $3 1 .SO. 

The compiler has searched extant newspapers 
and abstracted information regarding the French and 
Indian War and other items of interest in order "to 
understand life in the American provinces." Twenty 
newspapers-three from England, two each from 
Boston, Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia; and one each from 
Maryland, North Carolina, Nova Scotia, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina were used. Although the issue 
and the name of the newspaper are not included in 
the abstracts, the date line is, so while it might be a 
little difficult, since material was often copied from 
one paper to  another, the reader should be able to 
eventually find the actual story. Readers who are not 
interested in the French and Indian War but who 
have ancestors in America during this period will 
also find this volume useful since advertisements for 
runaway servants, notices of accidents and deaths, 
stories regarding the release of prisoners and ship 
arrivals are among the items abstracted. bvl 
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Robert John Holden with Donna Jean Holden, The 
Hunting Pioneers, 1720-1 840: Ultimate Backwoodsmen 
on the Early American Frontier (2000) xii, 232 pp.; 
map; bibliography; full-name and subject index; 
perfect-bound; softcover; $2 1.00. 

It is the author's contention that a group of 
individuals which he calls the "hunting pioneers" 
existed as a subculture in American from roughly 
1700-1850. Always at the edge of the frontier and 
essentially illiterate, they left few records themselves 
but were documented by a number of adventurers 
who encountered them on their travels and recorded 
their observations. Whether or not we agree that such 
a distinct group existed, individuals living on the 
frontier are one of our most difficult research topics 
and the resources and information found in this 
volume should prove extremely useful to  the frontier 
researcher. bvl 

Barry W. Miles and Moody K. Miles, Abstracts of the 
Wills and Administrations of Accomack County, Virginia, 
1800-1 860 (including Brief Abstracts of Estate 
Inventories, Sales, Audits and Settlements from 1800 to 
1828) (2000) xvii, 755 pp.; every name index; 
Smythe-sewn; hardcover; $60.00. 

Accomack County is, indeed, fortunate to have 
attracted the sustained research interest of Barry and 
Moody Miles. This lengthy volume is a must for 
anyone researching this coastal county. Especially 
important is the inclusion of the material omitted for 
the years 1786-1 787 from Strattan Nottingham's 
Wills and Administrations of Accomack County, Virginia, 
1663-1 800, originally published in 193 1 and reprinted 
by Heritage Books in 1990. Given the expertise of the 
authors, it would have been desirable to have them 
incluile a much more expansive introduction. Novices 
and experienced researchers alike would have 
thanked them for that. db-r 

Jean M. Mihalyka, Marriages Northampton County, 
Virginia, 1660-1 854, 3'"revised edition (2000) xxiii, 
168 pp.; illus.; full-name index; perfect-bound; 
softcover; $20.50. 

Although titled the third edition revised, the only 
indication of that revision in the book itself is the 
reference to earlier printing dates-1991, 1995. The 
volume follows the model most of us wish for in such 
a compilation-a full discussion of the sources of the 
records, a description of its differences from other 
such publications, a full discussion of the laws 
regarding the rccords and an explanation of the 
compiler's form of presenting the records. It is obvious 

that the compiler has gone to  great lengths to  insure 
that the data was as accurate and inclusive as 
possible. She has compared her work with earlier 
compilations and notes the 13 bonds referenced in 
an earlier publication by Nottingham that are now 
missing, lists the ministers' denominations and even 
provides a count of the records. Of interest to all 
researchers is the proportion of ministers' returns to 
marriage bonds-total bonds were 3180 with 
another 105 from other sources. Total ministers' 
returns was 2070. bvl 

June Banks Evans, Lunenburg County, Virginia, Will 
Book 11, 1833-1 841 (2000) 110 pp.; every name 
index; stapled; softcover; $18.00. Order from Bryn 
Ffyliaid Publications, Lake Marina Tower 16 BW, 
300 Lake Marina Drive, New Orleans, LA 70124- 
1676; 504-288-7956. 

Once again, those researching Lunenburg County 
should be delighted. Another volume in her on-going 
series has been made available by June Banks Evans. 
The quality of the transcription has come to be 
expected. The reasonable price is remarkable. If you 
are just getting started in your research on 
Lunenburg County, you really should request a 
description list of other publications. db-r 

Recent Reprints 

The following books can be 
ordered from Clearfield Company, 
Inc., 200 E. Eager St., Baltimore, 
MD 21202; (410) 625-9004. Please 
include $3.50 shipping for the first item, $1.50 each 
additional item; Md. residents add 5% sales tax. 

Beverley Fleet, Virginia Colonial Abstructs, original 34 
vols. reprinted in 3 vols. (1937-1949; reprinted 
1998) 828, 605, 652 pp.; full-namc index; perfect- 
bound; softcover; $165.00. 

In 1937 Beverley Fleet began publishing a serics 
of abstracts from Tidewater counties called the 
Virginia Colonial Abstracts, mimeographed and 
stapled, they were published in random order and 
individually indexed. Retyped and rearranged thcsc 
abstracts appear here in three volumes. Volume onc 
includes abstracts from Accomack, Lancastcr, 
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Rewarding Opportunities 

You are invited to  become actively involved with the Virginia Genealogical Society (VGS). There are several 
openings in the VGS projects listed below. These are exciting opportunities for you to expand your exposure 
to genealogical activities. 

Death Records Indexing Project (DRIP).  The goal of this ongoing project is to create a state-wide index of 
death records as found on the State Bureau of Vital Records microfilm (ca. 1853-1896). Volunteers are 
needed to extract information from microfilm copies provided by the Library of Virginia This can be done by 
hand, or with your computer using any database or word-processing program. Please contact VGS Board 
member Marty Hiatt (enxail:nlartyatlne@~x~egapipe. net) for details. 

Death Notices from Richmond Newspapers. 1841-1853. Volunteers are needed to finish transcribing 
death notices from a number of Riclunond area newspapers. The period where the most work is needed is for 
1847-1853. Please contact soclety headquarters (see address below). 

Committees and  officers. Are you willing to serve on a committee or interested in serving as a society officer? 
Let us know your qualifications and interests. We're always looking for volunteers. 

VGS Newsletter. The Virginia Genealogical Society Newsletter is in need of articles on research sites. Do 
you use and would you be willing to write an article on what's available at a county courthouse, library or 
historical society? We've covered less than half the state with our research articles and are in need of 
volunteers who are familiar with research sites to share their knowledge. 

Do you have an idea for an article or a series of articles that would be of interest to  our newsletter readers? 
We're always looking for useful information on Virginia research. 

Is your society publishing a book; holding a conference or doing something else special? Let us know. We'll be 
glad to  put a notice in the newsletter. Please contact VGS Newsletter editor Barbara Vines Little (email: 
bvlittle@email.msn.corn) for details. 

Magazine of Virginia Genealogy. The Magazine of Virginia Genealogy is looking for unpublished Bible and 
cemetery records. Do you have a Bible or have you collected data on a small cemetery (we'll take large ones 
too) that you would be willing to share with others? 

Please contact us if you have an idea for an article for the magazine. We're always looking for interesting and 
useful information. Contact VGS magazine editor Barbara Vines Little (email: bvlittle@emial.msn.com). 

To volunteer or request further information please contact the Project Coordinator for the individual project 
or the society at Virginia Genealogical Society, 5001  W Broad St, Suite 115, Richmond, VA 23230- 
3023; Voice mail: 804-285-8954; fax: 804-285-0394; email: mail@ugs.org 

Northumberland, Richmond and Westmoreland Norfolk and Washington counties and a volume 
counties. Northumberland had four volumes, listing brief descriptions of Virginia material housed 
Westmoreland, one; and the remaining counties two. in Huntington Library. Although all of the material 
Volume two contains three volumes on Essex and is useful to the researcher, there is no  question that the 
nine volumes on King and Queen County. Volume material on King and Queen County forms the 
three includes three volumes on York County, four on foundation for research on any colonial family in that 
Charles City County, one each on Henrico, Lower county. It is here that the researcher typically begins 














