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Xaring *st celebrated the twenty-ffrst 
year of aur founding, aur Society can con- 
gratulate i t se l f  an its sunrival and p ~ h .  
A s  the Commonwealth's premier family re- 
search organiaation, the Virginia Genaalog- 
ica l  Society has evolved from a loca l  study 
group into a nation& association, and in 
the light of th i s  evolution, your current 
administmtire officers find that changes in 
the schedule of meetings and pmgmas are in 
order. I want t o  take a moment here to  dis- 
cuss what these changes are, as nell  as 
solrething about the reason behind their  a- 
doption. 

Your Prograa Connittee has elected t o  
schedule three major weds as the progran 
offer- for  the 1-42 sessioa of the So- 
ciety. The f i r s t  of these w i l l  be our t=- 
ditianal banquet meerting, and you will find 
f u l l  d e k i l s  for this  gathering, alang with 
a registration slip,  cn p. 3 of this  Bewe- 
le t te r .  Detach and retuzn the latter soon 
t o  l e t  us know that yuu'll be joining us! 

The two mcceeding events f o r  the sea- 
son ahead w i l l  be a Winter and a Spring 
meeting, to  take place about 1 Maz& and 1 
June 1983, respectively. Both w i l l  be on 
Saturdays and w i l l  provide concentrated of- 
ferings of out-standing speakers, of exhib- 
its, and of social events, with ample OCCB- 
sion for renewing old friendship as well as 
for  enlarging your acquaintance with other 
Virginia reseamhers. A s  there will be lit- 
t l e  o r  no duplicatian of a b j e c t  .at* in 
theae two propaas, members w i l l  want t o  
rark their calendars for  both occasions. 
yhereas the Minter meeting w i l l  be given 
over t o  danestic aape&s of Virginia re- 
s e a d ~ ,  the S p r i q  neeting w i l l  cancemtrate 
wholly cm Britiah and other Bmopeaa w e e -  
t ims in the background of crur V i r g i n i a  im- 
-t w ~ t o m .  Rrll details  ~a-ing 
place, t h e ,  pmgmxhg, md regietratim 
for both wmta w i l l  appear in subCHQueat 
iesuee af ths Y n u a l a t t a r ,  

The decision to  adopt the f-t de- 
scribed above rcirs bssed e s s e m t w  cm two 
important cansideratims. The first con- 
cerns the present s h e  t o  which the Society 
has grown. Pro. a mall nucleus of twenty- 
eight dedicated visionaries who .at together 
on 7 October 1960 and brought forth t h i s  SO- 
ciety, we've developd into an oqpsnization 
with a mmbership that spens a cautinsnt. 
W i t h  t h i s  growth bas core the problem of how 
t o  a e  adequate service to a largs and 
widely-scattered d i k r s a c y .  So far a8 
prognr~ offerings are concerned, we have 
clearly reached the point where peat prsc- 
t i ce  w i l l  no lmger suff ice8 a schedule of 
offerings which a c e  satisfied 8 a v d  d a m  
local  residents cannot fulfill obligatiools 
t o  the present nembarship, over half of wha 
reside outside not only the city of Richmami, 
but of the s ta te  of V i r g i n i a  am well. In 
other words, an emphasis oa monthly Richrond 
gatherings no longer serves the gcaenrl aem- 
berahip fairly,  for  the reason that our out- 
of-Richmmd subscribers do not find it fa- 
sible t o  travel here with any mguhmity for  
short ovaling presentations. 

(h the other hand, progarrs which last 
a f u l l  dqy or more do much t o  mko our offer- 
ings more equitable for ouf-of-bm 8eaber~. 
Anyone doubting th i s  ha8 m l y  to examine the 
large list of registmnts for  aar two day 
conference in April of t h i s  year. kcmg t&e 
attendees were people fron e v q  psrt of Virc 
ginis, as well aa from the etatee of kFkarr- 
saa, Georgia, I[entucky, Indliaaa, Maqland, 
Hich@m, New Je-, North Carolina, aad 
Tennessee. This one neat- a lam t h n ~  d r s w  
a larger representatimal saaple of our mm- 
bership than did the other wmn reat- of 
the year combined. 

m e  aecold reason bshipd the adoptiaa of 
the new f-t camuns flnancm. All the 
aapeds of mm,qgbg a aeeting- rant* 
suitable qurters ,  echeduling upsrlPsla, ad- 
vertising, - social m t m ,  printing 
aad miling uurwncemmt8, -, am, 
ranu4m a r n a m d i h m m  af t 4 - r  lrYl rmrr- 








